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riCi^ SOME NEWS 

Vy W O Brighter lights, loads of places to go 
and new mudguards. All these 
thrills and more 


mo buddy STUBBS 

\J X ^ MOTORCYCLE MUSEUM 

We’ve been to loads of museums, 
but this is a new one for us 


01/1 PAGE 

X A Take time to subscribe. 

Everyone’s a winner, or so they 
say 

01 A BSAB44 VICTOR 

X O Serious scrambler-alike for the 

bold and strong of leg. Also yellow 

MASH VON DUTCH 

\J ^ ^ Some would say that these are all 
style and no substance. Decide 
for yourself 


TRIUMPH GP REPLICA 

M O Very fast, very loud. Great! 

^ ^ ^ MORINI 31/2 

\J%3^ The Morini club celebrate 

something involving this bike. It’s 
quite nice, too 


O ^ ft DUCATI SCRAMBLER 

0 O Before the new V-twin ferocious 

street scrambler, there was a fairly 
ferocious single street scrambler. 
As seen here 


O T /I munch matchless 

i ^ Matchless scram bier- powered 

featherbed, with a Munch brake, 
True... 


O/t/t letters 

More please; we’ll make more 
space next month. Probably 

O /t ft GEORGE COHEN 

Just rolling along. Going nowhere 
very fast 


O ft ^ CLASSIC BIKE GUIDE 

A glimpse into the Britbike 
marketplace 


O Q A model study 

RDs from Yamaha. The air-cooled 
RDs. The proper ones 


^ c ^ PAUL D’ORLEANS 

ViOvI Welcome to the world of the 
zombie motorcycle 


10/1 electronic ignition 

Xvl^X How to fit it and make it work. 

Interesting subject bike, too 


MARK WILLIAMS 

O M Water-cooling: more trouble than 
it’s worth 


(AC A TRIUMPH TR5 

ViO A" A truly glorious and very shiny 
machine indeed 


110 reader ADS 

X X Lots. Lots. Lots 


1X0 ERANK westworth 

XOvf At the back of the pack 


O A X NORTON ROTARY RACER 

V/ O M Yes, that one. The one which won 
the TT 


#292 
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CLASSIC BIKE GUIDE II EDITORIAL 


II WHO'S WHO II 



FRANK WESTWORTH 


TYRED OUT 


IT IS SO VERY British to complain about the weather that I hate it when I 
read someone doing it - complaining about the weather, that is. Everyone 
everywhere gets weather, is my view; why should anyone waste space 
droning on about it? But they do. Sometimes it feels impossible to escape it. 
Do you read a motorcycle magazine to read about the weather? Me neither. 

Another thing I find irritating - one of many things, worryingly - is when 
the ‘editor’s welcome’ (as it used to be called, back in the days when men 
were men, girls were girls and publishers were presumably publishers) 
reads something like ‘Welcome to the magazine! Inside we have some 
great bikes! Hope you have a great time reading about these great bikes in 
our great magazine!’ 

I’ve decided to do both of these things, just to be especially irritating. I 
have just glanced out of the office window, and a drizzly summer shower is 
all over the glass; the fog’s drifting in from the ocean and if I was outside I 
would be soaking wet and if I was on a shiny bike I’d be really very grumpy 
indeed. But I’m not outside. I’m inside. Tomorrow ... tomorrow I’ll be 
outside and out on the bike. By then this issue of CBG will be whizzing off 
to the printers and the sun will be shining. And if it’s not ... I will not care. 

We have a remarkable array of bikes for you inside the magazine. Take 
my word for it. I’m not going to bore you with a list of what they are and 
how great they are, because you are perfectly capable of reading ... I 
hope. Consider each of the bikes - this is what I do when I read 
magazines about bikes - and decide how much less great they are than 
your own. It’s not always entirely easy to do this convincingly, especially 
when your best bike has decided that it doesn’t want to behave at the 
moment, but try anyway. Have a good old British sneer - even if you’re not 
in fact British you know how they go. Curl that upper lip. Mutter ‘Who 
would want one of those heaps?’ Then smile smugly. Crab your helmet, 
wrap up warm for the summer, and go for a spin. Tea shops, coffee shops, 
cafes with pies are calling... 

That’s it. See you out there. 

Frank 

editor@classicbikeguide.com 
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The Norvil Motorcycle Comparvy are the only manufacturer of Genuine brand new original type 

COMMANDO Is Our Registered Trademark IUORVIL Is Our Registered 

UK PATENT OFFICE REGISTRATION NUMBER ; S1S87S6 - UK: 21S85T7, USA: 1644347 


NORVIL MOTORCYCLE IS THE BEST PLACE IN THE 
WORLD TO SHOP FOR YOUR NORTON SPARES 


060439A 


0642S3 


067221 A 




SS5544N 


0401 0& 


062666 062039G 


069136 


19667 


Iji 


21016 0695330A 069218 

We have been proudly 
keeping the unapproachable 
Norton riding the streets 
of the world for 35 years* 

With over 7000 Norton 
product lines in stock, we 
offer the largest and most 
comprehensive range of 
genuine Norton spares 
in the v^orld. 

Order a copy of our free 
paper catalogue & check out 
our spares availability. 


069141 


032702C 


066193 


063935ATY 


069S96 


063066 


0691 85 


064791 B 


0661 31 A 


WW50053 




067863 


A2699A 


A2722A 


064247 




066130 


061 978 L 


063 375 A 


We Stock a huge range of new A 
improved lightweight brake disks 
ranging from a single 12" kit right 
up to twin 14" monsters, call and 
ask for a leaflet today or go to our 
website and check them out. 


064858 


063281 


063410 


AD PRICES VALID AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS 


0692 IS 
0695 3 3 DA 
064281 
I 063281 
I 040 I 0 S 
064058 
I 06424 T 
069 I 85 
069896 
065 175 A 
062 D 39 G 
I 06393 5 ATY 
19667 
I 885 544 N 
A2699A 
A 2722 A 
06 H 84 
0604 S 9 A 


BELT DRIVE KIT * COMMANDO ^ ROAD * ClW BEARING ^ W I W 1 0 
BELT DRIVE KJT ^ DOMINATOR - WITH CLUTCH - ALT MODEL 
BftAXEASSYTLS^ PLAIN - NO STIFFENING KfT- GENUINE 
BRAKE ASSY TLS - WITH AIR SCOOP* STIFFENING KIT - GENUINE 
CAM PLATE - PRE MK3 ELECTRIC START - COMPLETE WITH SHAFT 
CAMSHAFT - 4S - MORE MIDRANGE POWER THAN 2S - NORVIL - EN4lDe 
DAMPER - STTERING - COM PLFTE WITH FITTINGS^ POSlTlON-NORVlL 
DISC KIT - 12 “ SINGLE - HOMOLOGATED - 1964 ONWARD -NOT 3S0CC 
DISC KIT - 14" SINGLE - LIGHTWEIGHT - 1964 ONWARD -NOT J50CC 
EXHAUST PIPES - UPSWEPT TYPE - UNBALANCED - PAJR - 1 3/8” 

FAIRING - FASTBACKTAIL ^ GREEN - NOTTHE DULL BLACK REPftO 
FAIRING ASSEMBLY - ALL FFTTINGS - TINTED SCREEN - YELLOW 
FILTER HOUSING - 88.99, 650, 5TO * DELUXE NOT SS PAINTED 
FLASHER SET - MINI TYPE - 4 LONG INDICATDRS.WtRE- 1 2V 
FOOTREST - FRONT - LEFT HAND - CO MPIFTE ASSEMBLY - PRB I9S7 
FOOTREST - FRONT - RIGHT HAND - COMPLETE ASSEMBLY - PRE I9S7 
HEAD STEADY - NORVIL - tSOLASTiC - GENUINE-COMPLETE ASSY 
HEAD STEADY ASSEMBLY - EARLY TYPE BUT MUCH STRONGER 


C - - - OSS.68 
■ D-- £464.13 

C D L S £260.00 
C D L S £325.00 
C D - S £58.50 
C--- £H700 

C--^ £110.00 

CDL5 £455 00 
CPLS £619.00 
C -- £9142 

C--- £*15.40 

C - - £217,43 

- O - - £31,00 

CDL5 01.04 

* D - S £05.40 

- D - S £87.60 

C - - - £79.00 

C - - - £26.50 


065066 IGNITION - ELECTRONIC - KJT - DOM -WITH CO I LS- 1 2VS HOUSING- W5 -D-- 
066 ( 3 1 A ISOLASnC CONV KIT - REAR - FULL INTERNALS - NEWTYPE 

066 1 30 ISO LASnC CO NVERSI ON KIT - FRONT - NO MODS - N EW TYPE 

069141 Ml DALLI O N - ”LUC AS" < FOR H EADLAMP * W5 

06712 1 A OIL CHAN GE ASSEMBLY - WITH HO LE & MAG PLUG - PRE200000 

064283 OIL FILTER * PIPES KIT - EXTERNAL FITS AlL 
066 1 93 OIL PUMP - FITS ALL TWINS - HIGH CAPACITY 

WW50O63 RANEL - HEADLAMP - COMPLETEWlTH SWITCH & AMMETER 
062666 PLU G & SOC K ET - N iW O LD STOCK - BLACK PLASTIC RS 

069 S32 REA RSET K IT - FEATHERBED - PRE 1 957 - WITH GEAR LI N K AGE 

067863 SEAT - FEATHERBED - SUMLINE , WITH HUMP - STEEL EASE 
032 702C SHOCK ABSORBER - SHROUDED - CO MM ANDO - REAR - PAIR - H At 

06 1 978L SI LENCE R - REVERSE CON E - WITH ' NORTON ’ LOGO 

06479 1 B STARTER MOTO R -NEW, MOR £ POVVERFUL - FITS 850 MK3 CO M M^ 

063410 STIFFENING KJT -TLS - COM PLETE WITH CAMS & INSTRUCTIONS 
21016 TRAY -TOOL - WIDEUNE FEATHERBED - ZINC PLATED 
069 1 36 VELOCITY STACK - 2S-33MM AMAL MK I ^ NORVIL 


-D-- 

£ 1 SD.CH) 

c--- 

£6900 

c - - 

£45,(10 

.D.9 

£13.23 

CO - - 

£19.50 

COLS 

£29.50 

CD L* 

£196.98 

---S 

£2B.57 

C-*- 

£1950 

- D -S 

£231.97 

.D-S 

£129.96 

CDL5 

£145,00 

C-- - 

£79.00 

■C--- 

£345.00 

c--- 

£7X95 

- D-S 

£3BOO 

CDS 

£29.88 


C - COMMANDO D - DOMINATOR L - LIGHTWEIGHT TWIN S - SINGLE 


An online<orde 


facility |s:available.on oiir website ^t WWW.nbrvilmOtOrcycle.CO.uk 4 . . 

e best #)foce ^ritisfi mode po.rts that are despatc/jed worldwide ■ -Y • • . 4'- 


CHECK OUT THE 
FOLLOWING FANTASTIC 
EBAY SHOPS • 


http://stores.ebay.co.uk/norvilmotorcycle for Norton & British Classic Spares 
http://stores.ebay.co.uk/bikeronestop for Norton & British Classic Spares 
http!//stores.ebay.co.uk/onestopbikebits for Norton & British Classic Spares 


THE CORNER GARAGE, 96-98 CANNOCK ROAD, CHASE TERRACE, BURNTWOOD, STAFFS WS7 UP 

norton@norvitmotorcyde.co.uk www.norvilmotorcycle.co.uk Tel; 01543 278008 Fox: 01543 274775 

m/ith theusandi of customers ivor/rfivi(fe we are the largest and the best itorton specialist, 4// prices su6;ecr top&p for delivery & W for sales withm the EEC 




RIDINGLIFE 

NEWS II EVENTS II LETTERS II INTERVIEWS 


Zero style 


A Above: It looks ancient. It 
is not. It is modern. Mostly... 



WHEN PAUL BEAMISH, the MD at Krazy Horse 
in Bury St Edmunds, first saw Zero Engineering’s 
machines he was won over by the Japanese workshop’s 
design philosophy and attention to detail. Using a 
traditional, torquey V-twin, Zero drew inspiration 
from the concepts of wabi wabi (austere refinement) 
and the beauty of the raw materials to incorporate 
the essence of wa (harmony) into their designs. The 
result is a range of minimalistic, vintage-looking bikes 
that combine high-tech function and traditional form, 
based around a rigid, gooseneck frame, springer front 
forks and spoked wheels, with many components 
deliberately left in a bare-metal finish. 

The frame may look like a classic but it’s a 
completely re-engineered modern component that 
employs top-grade steel tubing of varying thickness 
and specification to best achieve the firm’s goal of 
rigidity with flexibility. Zero explains why it went to 
such lengths: “Without the extra weight and soft rear 
suspension of a typical cruiser soaking up all the 
vibrations and brute force of a large V-twin, these 
rigid bikes lay down the power like no other. The 
combination of a rigid frame and so much torque is 
truly shocking to first time riders. Absolute, reliable, 
super fine control over the engine is a must.” The 
result, it says, is a rigid motorcycle but one built into 
a frame that has been designed to bend strategically 
so “this bike has the flexibility necessary for longer 
journeys and one-day touring.” 


The Type 5 seen here is Zero’s signature model 
and comes with the five-speed 1340cc Evo engine in 
silver or black and chrome finishes. The 74” springer 
forks are modified from the original drum brake 
configuration to accept disc brakes for better stopping 
power and are tailored to each model to match its 
mass and engine output. 

The Type 5 also features Zero’s unique aluminium 
fuel tank, hand-crafted in Japan and that solo saddle 
is set just 25 inches from the ground. Combined with 
the bike’s narrow profile, the low seat height and flat 
bars make it ideal for the urban environment. Each 
bike is built by hand and takes several months to 
complete, with just four models available in the UK 
from Krazy Horse. There is, of course, an extensive 
range of options to ensure that each Zero is nothing 
quite like any other, including an open primary drive 
and dry clutch, brass trims, hand-sewn saddles and so 
on. Prices start at £17,995. See krazyhorse.co.uk 
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MASH 

FLAT-TRACKER 
Limited edition retro moto 
P22 


GRAND PRIX 
REPLICA 
Triumph’s rare TT winner 
P26 


MORINI STRADA 
Getting ready for 
a grand tour 
P32 



Giant jumble adds auction 

THE ANNUAL EUROJUMBLE at Netley Marsh always attracts huge crowds from 
across the south of the UK and from the continent. This year, visitors have an 
additional reason to arrive early and brings stacks of cash, in the shape of a 
classic auction. 

Hosted by Charterhouse, the sale will take place on Friday, September 4, the 
first of the event’s two days, with all manner of machines, parts, spares and 
accessories set to go under the hammer. Already, some extremely interesting 
machines have been consigned to the sale, including the 1933 AJS V-twin seen 
below, which comes with an incomplete sidecar and is expected to fetch up to 
£25,000. Another Matchless outfit dates from 1926 and is reputedly one of only 
60 made (estimate £15,000 to £20,000). 

At the other end of the scale, quick bidders might also snap up a 1963 Norton 
Jubilee for £1500; a 1957 Velo Valiant for £2000, a 1937 Ariel Red Hunter for 
£3000 or even a Francis-Barnett Falcon for £500. The sale will take place from 
1pm, with viewing from 9am. Charterhouse will be receiving lots on the Thursday, 
and successful purchasers can collect their machines immediately after the 
auction on the Friday, or on Saturday, September 5. 

Charterhouse is now accepting further entries on 01935 812277. Discounted 
advance tickets are now on sale from 01507 529529 and classicbikeshows.com 


Norton parts, 
by appointment 

THE NORVIL MOTORCYCLE 

CO offers a rapid worldwide 
mail order delivery service. 

Gone are the days when you 
needed to wait until the next 
jumble to buy your parts, 
or had to pop around to its 
shop in Staffordshire to 
collect vital components 
for your Commando (or 
any other kind of classic 
Norton, come to that). 

Almost everything is 
ordered online or over the phone these days - 
which is why Norvil produces a huge catalogue that 
lists almost all of the 5000-plus spares it stocks. 

However, the family firm does still provide 
that personal touch. Its customer service counter 
now opens to the general public by pre-arranged 
appointment only. This is because Les Emery, 
Norvil’s walking, talking reference library and 
in-house expert, likes to see and serve the counter 
customers himself whenever possible. So if you 
want to purchase parts in person and consult 
the oracle while you’re at it, taking advantage of 
his decades of expertise with the marque, then 
you’ll need to book yourself in on 01543 278008. 
Alternatively, you can order your parts for home 
delivery, 24 hours a day, at norvilmotorcycle.co.uk 


Great guards 



IT MAY BE de rigueur to do without mudguards, 
but if you ride any distance in inclement weather 
then you’ll appreciate the protection they provide - 
especially if you have to spend hours cleaning up a 
mud-spattered mess... These stainless steel items 
are quality Italian-made mudguards, especially 
sourced by Hitchcocks Motorcycles to fill the gap 
created by the sudden lack of availability of the 
Indian-made items. Featuring rolled edges, they 
are supplied with a highly-polished finish and are 
available in four sizes to suit 19 and 21 inch front 
wheels and 18 and 19 inch rears. Prices start at £43 
plus VAT and delivery. 
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RIDINGLIPE II N E WS 

Classics at 
Cheltenham 


REGENCY SPLENDOUR AND classic street-cred 
collide on August 23 when Cheltenham’s elegant 
town hall and its surrounding Imperial Gardens host 
the first Cheltenham Festival of Bikes from 11am to 
6pm. 

The organisers promise a spectacular showcase of 
the UK’s finest motorcycles, ranging from beautiful 
and exquisite classic and vintage two-wheelers, and 
brilliantly-engineered customs, to rare race specials, 
cafe racers and brat style motorcycles. 

Alongside 100 or more stunning show bikes, will 
be a programme of skills workshops covering topics 
like seat upholstery, airbrushing, pinstriping and 
general restoration hints and tips. A broad range of 
exhibitors and traders will be inside the town hall, 
selling everything from accessories and parts to 
clothing and helmets, with additional traders setting 
up stall outside in the Imperial Gardens. Look out 
for author Zoe Cano, signing copies of her book 
‘Bonneville Go or Bust’, then chill out with a coffee 
or cold beer and listen to live music from the city’s 
fine buskers. Then spend a while longer admiring the 
bikes - you’ll often be able to chat to the builder and 
go home with technical trade secrets to try... 

Advance tickets cost £9 from festivalofbikes.com 



DIARYDATES 


AUGUST 1-2 


AUGUST 7-9 


International Motorcycle 
Festival, the Pavilion, 

Llangollen, Wales. 07960 
693398/1 la n bi kefest. CO. u k 

AUGUST 2 

Calstock Classic Show Tamar 
Valley, Cornwall. 01822 617010 
calstockbikeshow.co.uk 

AUGUST 3-8 

Ulster Grand Prix, Lisburn 
BT28 3TA. ulstergrandprix.net 


Rock ’n’ Bike Show, Squires 
Cafe Bar, Leeds LS25 5LX. 
yorkshirerocknbikeshow.co.uk 

AUGUSTS 

Classic racing, Aintree Circuit, 
Liverpool. 01294 823582 

AUGUST 9 

Mods & Rockers motorbike 
and scooter show, town 
centre. King’s Lynn, west- 
norfolk.gov.uk/bikeshow 


AUGUST 14-15 

Beezumph rally & track day, 

Cadwell Park, beezumph.com 

AUGUST 15-16 

Ramsgate Sprint Revival, 

Undercliff and Government 
Acre, Ramsgate, Kent, 
ra m sgates p r i nt rev i va I . CO m 

AUGUST 15 

Scorton Autojumble, North 
Yorks Events Centre DLIO 
6EJ. 07909 904705 


AUGUST 16 

Popham Megameet, 

A303, Basingstoke. 
popham-airfield.co.uk 

Festival of Motorcycling, 

Brackley town centre 
NN13 7AB. 

brackleyfestivalofmotorcycling. 

co.uk 

AUGUST 23 

Cheltenham Festival of Bikes, 

Town Hall and Imperial Park, 
Cheltenham, festivalofbikes.com 


Newark Autojumble, Newark 
and Notts Showground 
NG24 2NY 
01507 529470 
newarkautojumble.co.uk 

Rat, Brat, Bobbers & Chopper 
Day, Ace Cafe, London 
NW10 7UD 
ce-cafe-london.com 

AUGUST 29-31 

Isle of Man Classic TT. 

iomtt.com 
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Triple treat 

THE 24TH BEEZUMPH RALLY promises to be a 
totally tripletastic occasion, celebrating the 40th 
anniversary of the introduction of the Triumph 
Trident T160. 

Organised and run by the Trident and Rocket 3 
Owners' Club, Beezumph takes place on August 
14-15 at Cadweli Park. Always up for a challenge, 
the TR30C aims to assemble a display of 160 
T160s at the event. Can you help them reach their 
goal? 

All T160 variants are welcome to take part, 
including the standard production models, 
Slippery Sam replicas, the Legend and Renegade 
offshoots produced by LP Williams, police-issue 
Cardinal machines and any one-off specials 
based around T160 bikes. Each participant 
who displays a T160-engined machine will 
receive a commemorative certificate marking 
his or her involvement. Of course, the rally is 


not just restricted to T160s or indeed to BSA 
and Triumph triples- there’s plenty for British 
bike enthusiasts to admire during the two- day 
event, with track sessions for all motorcycles and 
opportunities to meet guest riders and factory 
personnel from the heyday of the original British 
bike industry. 


Bright beam 


TRIUMPH AND BSA 

mail-order specialist 
Supreme Motorcycles 
supplies thousands of 
components for postwar 
twins and singles, from 
the humble Bantam to the final T140s, Its 
stock includes replacement spares to standard spec 
as well as upgraded and improved parts like the 
new halogen bulbs for 12V headlights that have just 
arrived. These 65/55W P36D items fit where any 
303, 446 or 414 bulb would be used in a Lucas 12V 
headlamp. Next day UK delivery is available and the 
bulbs cost £3 plus VAT and postage. 

01455 841133 / sy prememotorcycles.co.uk 


SEPTEMBER 4 

Charterhouse Auction of 
classic and ccllectible 
motorcycles, at Eurojumble, 
Netley Marsh, charterhouse- 
auction .corn/0 1935 SI 22 77 


SEPT EMBER4 5 

The Carole Nash Eurojumble, 

Netley Marsh, Southampton. 
S040 7GY. 

da ssic bi keshows.com 
01507 529529 


SEP J EMBER 5 

Bonhams Auction ot collectors' 
motorcycles, International 
Autojumble, National Motor 
Museum, Beaulieu, 
bon ha ms.c am/0203 963 2S17 


SEPTEMBER 12 13 

Borders Classic Bike Show. 
Lacon Childe School, 
Cleobury Mortimer 
DY14 8PE. 

01299 270642 


SEP I'EMBER 19 20 

Kickback, the national custom 
bike show, 

Donington Park, 
thecustomshow.corri 


GIANT AUTO & BIKE JUMBLE 

SCORTON ^ North Yorkshire Events Centre DL10 6EJ 
5 mins off A1 at Catterick, B12S3 Catterick to Teeside road - 1 mile east of Scorton - Starts 7am 

UNDERCOVER & OUTSIDE 

AUGUST 15TH & SEPTEMBER 19TH 

* pitches FROM E12.AMASSIVE10ACRE SITE OF AUTO AND BIKE JUMBLE INSIDE AND OUT 
AMPLE PARKING - EXCELLENT REFRESHMENTS CALL BERT ON 07909 904705 
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PLACES TO BE 


flP 


HMDSM uxM 





tto ftasa nsw 

Events Quarterly Magazine 
Technical Intc Machine Dating 
Discount Parts Club Shop 

(§M 3 B 


Join fho flock I 


01529 497304 - WWW. bsa bantam club .com 




You don't have to 

Join Toda], 


a Norton so 


• Month I V Magazine 

• Spares Scheme 

• Technical Help 

• Discussion Forum 


VI Avw.nortonow nerscl ub.org 

01949 83S752 

Rallies & Shows 
Parade La 


IDS 

Dating & Registration 


'egist 
Insurance Schemes 


fi. 

Search A'ortint Owners C/ub 


CLASSIC • VINTAGE 

BIKE & CAR MEETING 

Every Wed Night 6pm & Friday Morning 10am till 3pm 

(ideal for retired bikers or shiftworkers) Hot Snacks - Tea & Coffee 


THE VICTORIA 

WHITWICK RD, COALVILLE, LEICS, LE67 3FA 


AOTOJUMBLE 

FREE TRADE SPACE AND ADMISSION 

USED BIKER CLOTHING & MISCELLANEOUS 
Occasional Guest Speakers And Special Bikes/Cats 

Bring The Wife - Retail Park 80 yards - Morrisons - B&M plus other 
discount warehouses 

Do The Brass f^lonkev Run 

www.vicbiker5pub.c0.uk 


Come and see BIG COUNTRY - August 29th tickets £20 avalabte from 
http ;//ww w. weg ottlckets.com/event/315924 


Miles of glorious open roads, wonderful views and fun for the whole family. 

Deep in the Cornish countryside and yet only len minutes off the main M5/ A30 holiday 
route, our 200 acre farm offers you the ideal way to unwind for a few days in one of our lovely 
convertL^ bams just inland from the beautiful North Cornish Ctkast. 

Have a ride on one of our Classic BriHsh bikes, an Ariel Red Hunter or a BSA B31,and then relax 
by our heated pool (May -September) or try trout fishing or clay pigeon shooting on the farm. 
Two golf courses within 5 miles. All our cottages are comfortable, warm and w'ell equipped and 
ha%'e internet and wildlife w^ebcams. Parking for your cars and bikes. 

Open all year- including Christmas and New Year 
BIKES IN THE COLLECTION: AJS, Ariel, BSA, Matchless, Norton, F*anther and Triumph, 
star self-catering cottages for 2 - 16 people from £50/day 
Call John or Alison for details: 01566 785386 

Cornish Classic Holidays 

View all the Classic British Bikes on our website WWW.COmishclassicholidays.CO.uk 




Mo torcycle 
Tours 


Benelli 


Benelli 

Vintage Tour 
Sept 4 - 12 


Italian Factories 
Septa- 15 


MOTO GUZ7'/ 


IV wiv. mototouring. com 



MOTORCYCLE MEGA 
MEET & BIKE JUMBLE 

Pop ham Airfield, six miles west of Basingstoke off A303 

I6TH AUGUST 2015 


Gates open 10am FREE ENTRY for bikes over 30 years old 
(SAE for pass please NO PASS ^ NO FREE ENTRY) 
ENTRY Adults £7, Seniors £5, Kids Free 
Rock & Roil Band Class of 58 will be playing 
• Free marquee space for classic bike clubs 
Beer tent, full catering and toilets 
• Outside trade pitches available (SAE for trade form) 

All enquiries to: Dick Richardson, Popham Airfield, 
Winchester, Hants 3021 3BD 

www.popham-airfielcl.co.uk 

Tel 01256 397733 • Email pophamaiTfietd@btconnectcom 
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TRIUMPHT 


CAFe RACERS, BRATS 
SSTREET BIKES 


CHELTENNAy F.9.B. 

TOWN NALL 



FESTIVALOEBIIE$.COy 


KlUBACI 

DONINBTON PARK 

SEPT 


19-20 

TNECUST0ySH0W.C0y 


NATIONAL TBIKE SHOW 

DONINBTON PARK 
SEPT 

19-20 

THECUSTOySHOW.COy 
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• Above: Vincents on parade, 
many of them showing signs of 
the long riding lives they’ve lived 

• Below: Buddy Stubbs; rather 
more than just a Harley dealer 


Buddy Stubbs' 
Motorcycle Museum 


This collection of 130 or more machines appears like an oasis in 
the Arizona desert, an oasis gleaming with antique steel,.. 


WORDS & PHOTOS BY NOLAN WOODBURY 



EVEN AN OCEAN of shiny new Harley-Davidsons fail 
to mask what’s nearest and dearest to motorcycle 
collector Buddy Stubbs. Being a Harley dealer, 

Stubbs keeps a good number of home market builds 
on hand, but the museum represents 37 different 
manufacturers from 11 different countries, dating 
back to 1903. 

Very much a celebrity in the motorcycling world, 
Stubbs was riding ‘pillion’ with his mother in her 
husband’s sidecar before he was born. After learning 
the craft in his father’s Midwestern bike shop, early 
adulthood saw Buddy generate a successful flat-track 
racing career which included a win at Daytona in 
1963. Then he sold everything and moved to Arizona 
in 1966. 

“I was introduced to the Hollywood scene by 
Bud Ekins,” Buddy explained about his time on 


the silver screen. “I managed the motorcycle fleet 
for Robert Blake’s 1973 classic 'Electra Glide in 
Blue' and worked stunts for the hit TV series 'Then 
Came Bronson'. I made so many appearances, the 
producers forced me to register with the Screen 
Actors Guild.” 

Now that his sons Steve and Frank manage the 
daily affairs at two large dealerships, Stubbs has 
a little more time for his museum projects and for 
reflecting on the past. “I had fun working in that 
environment and getting to know those guys. Blake 
is one of the few people I’ve met who is shorter than 
me.” 

Packed sardine-tight. Buddy’s collection reflects 
what’s important to him. Those interested only in 
gleaming restorations might walk right past many of 
the machines on display here, but don’t mistake that 
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Top left: It’s unusual enough 
to see a 1938 AJS Model 2 in 
the UK, never mind in Arizona 

Above right: Crammed in a 
corner, a 1977 OHC 500 Ducati 
proves that it’s worth paying 
attention to all the exhibits 
when you visit this collection 

Above left: There’s no hint of 
over-restoration in this 1953 
home-grown enduro hero, the 
KRM Enduro from Harley-D 

Right: The thrust of the 
museum’s interest lies over 
the water, with many very 
fine Brits on show, like this 
exceptional Sunbeam S7 



for meaning there’s a lack of shine inside. Stubbs has 
proven he’ll go to great lengths to keep a bike original, 
even if it’s less than a perfect specimen. “I have a lot 
of options for riding,” Buddy says, providing a great 
understatement. Obvious pride is shown for a very 
rare 1953 Harley KR Scrambler and an Ekins-edition 
Goldie dirt racer, but it’s the Matchless powered 
AJS Model 38 that stops me where I stand. “No one 
captures elegance like the English,” says Stubbs, 
running his hand over an immaculate BSA 650 
Lightning. “The pride is obvious.” 

For years Stubbs has hunted for the motorcycles 
he’s wanted, but the museum's draw has provided 
some unique opportunities. “Riders and collectors 
visiting the museum have brought a few of them 
to me,” he explained. One such acquisition was a 
Healey 1000, the four-cylinder development of Ariel’s 
famous Square. “A fellow visiting from Tucson took 
great interest in the Ariels on display, then told me 
he knew of another that might be available. He asked 
me if I knew what a Healey was. I did!” 

Enjoying the warm hospitality, we are relaxing in 
Buddy’s private office when I notice a fully equipped 
workshop where bikes are serviced or repaired. I 
soon feel comfortable enough to ask Buddy about 
the obvious lack of big bore Japanese and European 
classics, then toss in a few of my favourites for 
reference. To his credit, each was acknowledged, but 


it’s clear that this collection represents an era that 
Stubbs knows intimately. 

It’s worth a visit if you’re in town and worth going 
out of your way for if you’re not. There’s no admission 
charge. Perhaps you’ll be further enticed by one of 
the many customer appreciation days and charity 
events the family hosts and there’s plenty of new 
Harleys to look over too. “Working on this stuff is all 
I’ve ever known,” concludes Stubbs. All said, that’s a 
great deal of knowledge. 

See buddystubbshd.com EHUS 
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Victor victorious 


The name says it all. This one was a real winner 

WORDS & PHOTOS BY FRANK MELLING 


# Above: BSA claimed that 
you ‘twist the throttle at any 
speed over idle and either 
the front wheel comes off 
the ground or the rear wheel 
tries to catch the front, or 
both happen at the same 
time.’ They weren’t far wrong 


LIKE DUCATI’S SCRAMBLER, the Victor Special was 
all about motocross competition and how success 
on the world stage influenced road bike sales. Unlike 
the later Ducati, which looked good but was far from 
competitive, the BSA scrambler was a winner. 

BSA won the 500cc world motocross championship 
in 1964 and 1965 and made sure everyone knew 
about it with full-page adverts in the motorcycle press 
- particularly in America, where exports sales were up 
for grabs. “Jeff Smith clinches his second consecutive 
world championship in the tough high-speed 
scrambles series,” blared the headline. “Once again 
BSA power and stamina beat larger machines ridden 
by top motocross experts. No wonder more and more 
top riders are turning to BSA for trophy-winning power!” 

So this explains the ‘Victor’ designation. It was a 
bike that was directly related to world championship 
motocross success. However, this particular world- 
beater had rather more humble roots. The Victor GP 
racer was very much the younger, bigger brother of the 


innocuous 250cc BSA C15 road bike, a machine that 
was never intended for racing. 

By the time it transmuted into the Victor, the 441cc 
bike had been bored and stroked and the power vastly 
increased. What had been retained - almost - was the 
C15’s light weight. For a factory motocross machine, 
this was ideal. A works Victor was some lOOlb lighter 
than a DBD34 Gold Star and, although the Victor’s 
engine made 12bhp less than the Goldie, the handling 
and acceleration were vastly better. The works 
machines needed performance, not longevity. If a 
factory machine lasted the 40 minutes, plus two laps, 
of motocross GP then its job was done. There was an 
unlimited supply of new bits to keep the bikes fresh 
and clever mechanics to ensure the bikes were in race 
winning condition. 

So far, so good. The problems began when BSA 
decided to cash in on their success by converting 
the already fragile Victor works bikes into production 
machines. In fact, the first Victors to be sold were 
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^ Above left: Did BSA really 
call their paint ‘Spectra master 
Yellow? If so, then it’s worth 
buying a Victor for that alone 

A Above right: BSA fans will 
recognise this front brake 
from earlier models. Which 
does not reduce its efficiency, 
which is considerable 


M Right: They are 
also loud - very loud if 
treated to a little twistgrip 
enthusiasm. No passenger 
could stand it for long... 

M Far right: The extra lever 
for the attention of your left 
hand is a decompressor. The 
wise rider learns how to 
operate it if actually starting 
the bike is called for 


pure race machines. It was only later that the road 
versions appeared. The brochure boasted of all the 
race-proven features - a rugged cradle frame of 
Reynolds 531 tubing with a reinforced head lug and a 
large diameter top tube. 

Light alloy was everywhere, in the polished 
mudguards, petrol tank and cylinder head, with a 
chrome-plated bore for the barrel. Dual air filters. 
Chrome-moly fork legs with double-action impact 
and rebound damping. A ‘specially strengthened’ 
crankcase with heavy duty built-up flywheel assembly, 
roller bearings and a full pressure oiling system. 
Folding footrests, sports solo seat and reinforced 
handlebars completed the package. 

Yet, from the outset, the Victors were beset with 
problems. Mechanically, in regular use, the bikes 
were not robust. The CIS-derived gearbox and clutch 
were always fragile and, when put into the hands 
of less than mechanically sensitive owners, they 
became a real issue. Similarly, the big end and main 
bearings were right on the edge of their design limit 
and provided BSA dealers with ample spare parts 
sales. The Lucas electrics were also a nightmare - pun 
intended - particularly in their Energy Transfer form 
that, theoretically at least, allowed the bike to run 
without a battery. 

Even at the time of their launch in 1966, the 
Victors seemed very old fashioned. A beginner could 
kick a Victor until he was blue in the face and the 
thing still wouldn’t start. Alternatively, he could buy 
a Honda and ride away seconds after he had pressed 
the electric starter button. 


PRICE GUIDE 

£3000 to £5000 

EAULTS & EOIBLES 

Similar models produced 
simultaneously. Victor Enduro 
used C15T frame among other 
changes, while other models 
adopted components from the 
GP/Special - so it is always 
worth checking exactly what 
you’re buying... 

ALSO CONSIDER 

BSA B44 Victor Roadster or 
Shooting Star (no off-road 
ambitions, easier to start 
and live with, cheaper). 
BSA B50 (next generation/ 
final incarnation unit single. 
Handsome but expensive). 
Triumph TR5T (similar MX 
style, an extra cylinder, less 
aggravation, more ££) 

SPECIALIST INEO 

Substantial archive for 
non-commercial d/load at: 
bsaunitsingles.com 

OWNERS’ CLUB 

BSAOC: 

bsaownersclub.co.uk 



This extra-special, much-modded Victor is up 
for grabs at £5k at Owens Moto Classics, and 
features a Terry Meade GP frame, twin-plug 
Fred Barlow cylinder head with Daytona 
valves, beefed up bottom end, close-ratio 
gearbox, Geriani forks, billet yokes, Maico 
wheels and much more. Has done less than a 
thousand miles since its full refurbishment 


The Victor also needed to be ridden with a degree 
of circumspection. A nice Victor is theoretically 
capable of something in the region of 85mph flat 
out. The problem is that ridden like this the motor 
will self-destruct in hours -which isn’t that much of 
a problem because the vibration will have killed the 
rider long before the engine blows up. 

What the Victor does do well is accelerate hard. It 
rides like a 250cc machine that has been taking a 
large dose of illegal steroids. This is hardly surprising 
because the Victor actually is a 250cc machine thatt^ 
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# Above: The wide bars on this 
machine (BSA were a little more 
conservative) and rearward 
footrests make for superlative 
handling. These bikes are 
really easy to lay down and 
scratch as hard as you like 


has been taking a large dose of illegal steroids. 

Victors came in various flavours from pure road 
bike to our test bike, which is the best of all: the 
Victor Special. We have the Americans to thank 
for this bike because in 1967 US customers were 
screaming for dirt bike-styled road machines, and 
none was better looking than the Victor Special. 

All the motocross machine’s featherlight weight was 
retained, along with the race-derived front forks, fuel 
tank and paint job. The front wheel was BSA’s highly 
effective seven-inch unit and meant the bike could 



VICTOE 441 SPECIAL 



MANUFACTURED: 1965 to 68 ENGINE: Air cooled OHV single 
BORE / STROKE: 79mm x 90mm CAPACITY: 441cc COMPRESSION: 9.5:1 or 11.4:1 
POWER: 34bhp (running 11.4:1) CARBURETTOR: Amal Monobloc 1 5/32 
GEARBOX: Four speed, foot change CLUTCH: Multiplate IGNITION: AC magneto 
ELECTRICS: Energy transfer FRONT WHEEL: 3.00 x 20 REAR WHEEL: 4.00 x 18 
FRONT BRAKE: Seven inch drum REAR BRAKE: Six inch drum GROUND CLEARANCE: Eight 
inches unladen SEAT HEIGHT: 32 inches WEIGHT: 2551b dry PRICE NEW: £349 in 1964 


stop on a sixpence. In fact, the Victor was potentially 
a generation ahead of anything else in the world. But 
‘whats’ and 'ifs’ litter history and no more so than 
with the Victor. If BSA - which had the capital and 
resources at the time - had built a reliable overhead 
cam engine with a bulletproof, five-speed gearbox and 
fault-free electrics, then the Victor was destined to be 
the first, successful, dual sport bike and would have 
been a motorcycling icon. But it didn’t. 

So should you buy a Victor today? Strangely, the 
answer is yes and for a number of reasons. First, the 
Victor Special is a real looker. If you hanker after 
being the motocross star you never were when you 
were 16 years old, nothing will excite like the red BSA 
logo on the polished alloy and Spectramaster Yellow 
fuel tank. Next, the bikes are pretty well sorted now. 
An easily fitted electronic ignition makes starting 
much easier and that fragile gearbox is fine, now the 
motor is not being revved to oblivion and the gears 
are not being stamped in without using the clutch. 

Used as a classic bike the performance is very 
acceptable. The engine is punchy and, if the revs are 
kept down, the vibration is fun and full of ‘character’, 
rather than self-destructive. The Victor is 
feather-light at around 2601b on the road. It’s 
super slim and incredibly easy to ride. In short, you 
can have a great Sunday afternoon ride and be 
surrounded by admirers. 

There is also more good news. BSA made a lot 
of Victors and the bikes are not uncommon. A ready 
supply of the bike means a nice, clean, useable 
Victor could be yours for around £3500 and with 
the current sky-high values of classic bikes, that’s 
something of a bargain. HEB 
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our OF YOUR SUSPENSION 


SHOCK ABSORBERS 

FOR MOTOCROSS.TRIALS & SCRAMBLES 



FULL 4" trave 


FULLY REBUILDABLE 
WITH SET-UP SERVICE 


EACH PAIR BUILT TO YOUR 
SPECIFICATIONS 


See website 


WWW 


v.falconshockabsorbers,co.uk 


Call Robin or Scott 01929 S5454S 
-Unit A, Sandford Farm^ Sandford Lane, 
Wareham, Dorset BH20 4DY 


THREE MONTHS 
GUARANTEE ON 
PARTS 

& WORKMANSHIP 


AVAILABLE IN STEEL 
OR LIGHTWEIGHT 
ALUMINIUM 



Tel: +44 [0)1234 741 800 VS 
Email: infofflrockshocks.co.uk W H 


www.rockshocks.co.uk 


Specialist in; Amal Ariel BSA Burman Bearings 
& Classic motorcycles 

All models from the 20's to 70's Yes, ALL models 


Here at Draganfly we specialise in the classics. 

Need spares for your Ariel or BSA? Then we're right up your street. 


We recently acquired Lightning Spares, 
which means we can supply more parts for you, 
including more stainless spares than we Ve ever had! 

We’ve also increased our library of parts books, 
SPARES LTD provide for many more models! 


TNING 


So call Draganfly Motorcycles for all your 
classic motorcycle spares, or visit our website. 


www.draganfly.co.uk -01986 894798 
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New Self Generating Magnetos 
BT 

Components Ltd 

Now UK Distributors 
for Alton Generators 

Tel: 01908 550 044 

(9.00-17.00) 



New self“ gen crating magnetos with electronic adv/ret. 

We cater for most road and competition, vintage and classic bikes. 
Easy starting and improved performance without baneries. 

Email : bthcom po nents @ gmai Lxom 
www.bt-h.biz 



BSA Owners’ Club 

The Friendly Club 

Welcomes Younger Members 
All Ages From Birth! 


Learn the skills to ride, restore & 
maintain bikes that don’t need a 
computer or other expensive kit! 

We are here to help 

www.BSA0wnersClub.co.uk 


PO Box 235, Havant P09 9DJ 



Classic^Et^ 


ixcitntg Informative 


WWW 



KIDDERMINSTER 

MOTORCYCLES 

60-62 BLACKWELL STREET, KIDDERMINSTER DY10 2EE 


01 562 66679 Telephone 
01562 825826 Tel/Fax 

e-mail: kmc4bsa@hotmail.com 



MOTORCYCLE SHIPPERS 

OAKBRIDGE INTERNATIONAL 

QUALITY CASE PACKING AT OUR 
WAREHOUSE 

Bikes/Spares & Parts 

Exported Worldwide 

Contact Oakbridge on 01 799 51 3366 
for free advice and quotations 
freight@>oakbridge-international.com 
www.oakbridge-international.com 
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Classic insurance 
redefined. 

Tailor your classic bike insurance policy 
to suit your needs. 

To discover the Footman James difference, call our 
friendly UK team for a quote today. 

0333 207 6015 

or visit footmanjames.co.uk 

Footman 
James 

We share your passion 



Cv Classic benefits ^ 

T#"*^ included^ 

-r* Salvage retention 

Shows and events 

Helmets & leathers (up to a limit of £750) 

European motoring (up to 35 days per trip) 

-r Riding other classics 

Cover options*: 

Breakdown with options to include 
European cover and Homes tart 

Agreed value 

Ride to work 

Track day cover 

Wedding hire cover 

-f- and many more 

^ Specialist rates for club members 


follow us @ Footman James 


Classic Car | Classic Bike | Modern Car | Modern Bike | Kit Car | Collectors | Classic Motor Trade | Household 

*Ali cover \s subject to insurers terms and conditions, which is available upon request. '*‘*1954 NortonES2. Value: £4500. Main policy only and does not include any FJ+ cover 
options. All premiums assume it is not the main vehicle and includes Insurance Premium Tax. Male rider aged over Z5 years old, ZOOO annual limited mileage, and full clean 
driving licence with no claims or convictions. Member of associated club. Postcode 0X10, vehicle garaged with no modifications. Includes a £10 arrangement fee. 

Footman James is a trading name of Towergate Underwriting Croup limited. Registered in England No, 4043759. Registered Address: Towergate House, Eclipse Park, Sittingbourne Road, 
Maidstone, Kent ME14 BEN. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Telephone calls may be recorded. FP BIKE GUIDE II AUGUST 2015 21 






Retro moto 

The limited edition Von Dutch flat-tracker is a motorcycle made up of 
multiple contradictions, stylishly resolved by international ingenuity 

PHOTOS BY MASH UK 


M Above: Ignore the ‘500’ 
competition number, the 
engine is a 400 and it’s a single, 
despite the twinned exhausts 


THE VON DUTCH is a new bike, but it’s built to look 
like an old bike. It uses modern technology, but 
blends that with a 30-year-old engine design. Mash 
is a French marque but the machines are mostly 
made in China and that motor is itself an adaptation 
of a Japanese blueprint. Mash 400s are mainly 
aimed at newer riders looking for a user-friendly first 
‘big bike’, but they happen to be equally ideal for an 
older rider who can’t hack kicking over a classic big 
single any longer. Meet the machine that perfectly 
squares all these circles... 

Mash may be a new name in the UK but it’s well 


established on the Continent and the company sold 
over 2000 bikes in its French homeland last year. 
This new brand of retro motos has been developed 
as an offshoot of SIMA, whose association with all 
things mechanical goes back some 30 years (you 
may know them from their connection with Gas Gas 
trials bikes and Hyosung scooters). Mash motorcycles 
are built around clear design philosophies, tested 
and approved by SIMA and each new model passes 
through many prototypes before being signed off 
for production. 

As seen with the Von Dutch Limited Edition, Mash 
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M Below left: Von Dutch is 
all about style. Like wrapping 
brown ieather around the 
instrument pods. Unusuai 

M Above left: Every singie Von 
Dutch is signed by an artist 

Above: Brown abounds; even 
the bar grips are one shade, 
while the seat - handsome in 
ieather - is another shade and 
the paint is yet another. Brown 
is the new biack, obviousiy 

M Right: Simplicity is the 
key and exhaust bandage 
is a styie statement 



motorcycles are styled to recreate a specific feel 
from the 1960s or 70s. They typically pay tribute 
to a successful format that has proved itself time 
and again for over a century - two wheels with an 
engine slung in between them. There’s minimal 
clutter so you can clap eyes - or spanners - on all 
the important bits. “The quality of the build and 
construction is all on show,” says Richard Johnstone 
of the UK importer, “and it’s part of the overall visual 
package, so you cannot hide bad craftsmanship.” 

Quality control is an important issue where Mash 
are concerned. They make no bones whatsoever 
about the multinational nature of their bikes and 
are far from unique in having major components 
for their products made in the Far East. Mash join 
major manufacturers like Triumph and BMW who 
utilise global production capacity and just like the big 
boys they are confident enough to offer a two-year 
warranty. “The key to getting the best out of Chinese 
manufacturing is supervision and control,” says 
Johnstone, “and that is why there are SIMA people in 
China overseeing the manufacturing.” 

As it happens. Mash has taken over where the 
Japanese left off. For many years the Mash engine 
was built by Shineray in China for a major Japanese 
motorcycle manufacturer. When it was finally 
discontinued in the original line-up, Shineray offered 
the motor to other marques. Enter Mash, who initially 
housed the engine in a classically-styled Roadstar 
model and followed that up with the Von Dutch 
special edition. 

Sorry. Von who? If you don’t recognise the name 
then you’re not alone. UK dealers often describe 


PRICE GUIDE 

Standard Roadstar £3799 new 
Ex-demos from £3250 

EAULTS & EOIBLES 

Too early to say: build quality 
and fit/finish appear solid but 
only time will tell. Feedback 
from owners is welcome! 

ALSO CONSIDER 

Yamaha SR400 (available 
new for £5200, kickstart only, 
proven track record). Enfield 
Continental GT 535 (available 
new for £4999, steep 
depreciation), Honda XBR/ 
GB500 (more performance, 
prices between £2k and 
£5 depending on age and 
condition) 

SPECIALIST INEO 

mashmotorcycles.co.uk 

OWNERS’ CLUB 

Not yet, but plenty of activity 
on Facebook: 
search for MASH UK 



There are preeious few Von Duteh models still 
available to buy in the UK. If you’re quiek, this 
one at North Cornwall Motoreyeles on the 
Devon border may still be available at £5399. 
See neme.eo.uk 


the Von Dutch as a flat-tracker or ‘Steve McQueen’ 
bike, aware that the Von Dutch moniker isn’t too well 
known here. It rings big bells with the international 
custom crowd, however. Back in the 1950s and 60s, 
Von Dutch was credited with having changed the face 
of American custom car culture and a certain 
Mr S McQueen sent many of his new motorcycles to 
Von Dutch for custom paintwork. Just 200 Mash Von 
Dutch machines will be built and only 20 of these will 
be imported to the UK. 

Each of the special edition bikes is assembled 
in France using parts supplied by the Von Dutch 
concern and each one is signed and numbered by 
the individual artist at Von Dutch who completed the ^ 
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M Main: A miraculous approach 
to physics reveals that 
sidestands are unnecessary! In 
fact, the Von Dutch is certainly 
handsome, joking aside... 

^Top: Nothing brown about 
the neat, conventional 
single-disc front end 

^ Above: Continuing the retro 
belt 'n' braces approach, the 
Von Dutch has a kickstart 
in case riders feel like a 
little kicking is in order 


work. Each machine comes with a signed authenticity 
document from the UK importer. Dozens of detail 
touches make the Von Dutch stand out from the 
crowd - wrapped exhaust, leather belts and buckles, 
braced handlebars, dinky indicators, fork gaiters, 
trendy Metzeler Karoo2 boots and a tasteful take on 
the ‘antique copper’ colour scheme that is all the 
rage right now. It’s got the look, that’s for sure. 

And if the air-cooled overhead cam engine feels 
familiar, that’s because you’ve seen something 
like it before in Honda’s XBR500 and GB500 big 
singles. Back when it was a Honda, the 498cc motor 
was unusual in using some sophisticated top-end 
technology (a radial, four-valve combustion chamber) 
to generate its 44bhp. The Shineray version that 
powers the Mash is slightly smaller at 398cc. It 
has gained Siemens fuel injection and has catalytic 
convertors tucked away inside the traditional, 
Brit-style silencers. Like the original it comes with 
a kick and electric start, but now produces 29bhp 
- exactly the same as Enfield’s 535cc Continental 
GT, since you asked. Power on the Mash peaks at 
yOOOrpm, while top torque is delivered at 5500rpm, 
with the revs limited to 8500rpm. 

All of this translates to a clean getaway in fifth 
gear from around 40mph, smoothly up to 70 or 


ENGINE: Air-cooled 398cc four-valve OHC single POWER: 29bhp @ 7000rpm 
TORQUE: 22lb/ft @ 5500rpm GEARBOX: Five-speed, foot change ERAME: Tubular steel cradle 
ERONT SUSPENSION: 35mm tele forks REAR SUSPENSION: Swinging arm, twin shocks 
ERONT BRAKE: 280mm single disc REAR BRAKE: 160mm drum ERONT TYRE: 19 inch 
REAR TYRE: 18 inch SEAT HEIGHT: 780mm WEIGHT: 151kg TOP SPEED: 88mph 


SO. Thereafter, riders report that things can get a 
little harsh, both from vibration and wind buffeting, 
but the bike will take you to 85mph if you insist. 
However, the big wide bars on the Von Dutch aren’t 
ideal for sustained high-speed riding and that would 
be missing the point with a bike of this type. It’s best 
at point ’n’ squirt on city streets and rural backroads. 
You may notice some fluffing around 3500rpm, but 
fine-tuning fuel injection on big singles can be tricky 
(as any BMW F650 owner will know). On longer runs, 
expect to get up to 70mpg and for a tankful of fuel to 
carry you nearly 200 miles. 

Sticking with the ‘keep it simple’ theme, riders 
won’t need to faff around endlessly adjusting the 
suspension. You can bump up the pre-load on 
the twin shocks, but that’s your lot. It turns out to 
be more than good enough. The pliant front end 
obligingly soaks up speed humps and road ripples 
alike, providing a surprisingly comfortable ride and 
reasonable roadholding. The single front disc brake 
requires some pressure at the lever, but delivers 
decently controllable deceleration without any danger 
of nipping up the front wheel. That’s useful for newer 
riders and experienced hands alike - especially for 
classic enthusiasts who may be more accustomed to 
gentle drum brakes than fierce, fully-floating double 
disc set-ups. 

More Mash models are in the pipeline, including a 
scrambler and a cafe racer. Several of the 40 dealers 
across the UK have demo Roadstar models available, 
but the Von Dutch bikes are so exclusive that the first 
ride is reserved for the first owner, witb 
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www.chasmannmotorcYcles.co.uk 




Chas Mann Motorcycles Ltd. 70 The Green, Kings Norton, B3S SRU 


As an authorised MASH 
dealership we are passionate 
about the 400 Roadster. 

Be it in red, black or Von Dutch 
livery the Roadster looks great. 

We have all three in stock and 
invite you to take a closer look, 
discuss the finer points and 
enjoy a test ride. 

Call Ian on 0121 459 7199 or 
email enquirie$@cmml.co.ukto 
book an appointment. 




To view the full Vcan range and to find your local Vcan dealer please visit -* 
www.vcanhelmets.co.uk or call - 01527 574422 


V510-SRP £44.99 


V582 - SRP £54.99 


Notm 

HELMETS 

HiDHSPBOFiiJimn, camFORTAnamLE. 


V500 - SRP From £34.99 


V500-1 Classic - SRP £39.99 
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Grand Prix glory 

When big singles still ruled the road-racing world, Triumph astonished 
everyone by taking the Senior Manx Grand Prix title with a twin, , , 


WORDS & PHOTOS BY RICHARD JONES 


• Above: The whole purpose 
of a replica is to recreate 
the spirit and performance 
of an unobtainable 
original. This does that 

• Below: Do fast engines 
demand fatter sparks? 

We should be told 



IN AUGUST 1946 a 32-year-old Irishman called 
Ernest William Lyons won the Senior Manx Grand 
Prix riding a Triumph, beating 67 other riders. Lyons 
finished ahead of runner-up Ken Bills by over two 
minutes. 

The conditions were absolutely appalling, with 
heavy rain throughout the race. At the finish it was 
discovered that the frame downtube on Ernie’s bike 
was broken. Despite this, Lyons led from start to 
finish and completed his ride, so it was said, with 
his leathers soaked and goggles half-filled with water. 
This was something to celebrate, as Triumph had 
not won on the Isle of Man since 1908 when Jack 
Marshall had taken the laurels in the single-cylinder 
TT. Unsurprisingly, the bike that carried Lyons to 
victory in 1946 was no ordinary machine from 
Meriden. 

Edward Turner was no great fan of road racing, so 
the preparatory work went on without his knowledge. 
Freddie Clarke, a pre-war Brooklands record-breaker 
and chief of the Triumph technical department, along 
with colleagues Frank Barker and Ernie Nott, built 
a prototype racing engine in 1946. They took a 
standard Tiger 100 bottom end and mated it with 


a set of aluminium cylinder heads and barrels, with 
squared-off fins, as used on the wartime portable 
generator developed by Triumph for use in Wellington 
bombers. Still without Turner’s knowledge, Clarke 
tested the result on the Meriden dynamometer and 
notched up 40bhp at 7200rpm - promising indeed, 
at a time when the firm’s sporting roadster’s output 
was 28bhp at 6000rpm. 

The CP engine initially ran 8.3:1 pistons with 
lightened and polished valvegear, a four-speed close- 
ratio gearbox, twin Amal carburettors mounted on 
a special inlet manifold and a polished crank with 
roller bearings. Just about every aspect of the engine 
was specially prepared, from the solid alloy pushrods 
to the hard-chromed tappets. It was slotted into a 
standard, single downtube TlOO frame and fitted with 
megaphone pipes, rearsets, dropped bars, aluminium 
wheel rims and a 4.5 gallon fuel tank. 

The rear suspension was novel for the time. In 
1938 Edward Turner had designed a sprung rear hub 
to provide a small amount of suspension movement 
for the rear wheel. Essentially it was a set of coil 
springs encased within a large alloy hub so the wheel 
could move a couple of inches. Although it was soon 
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M Left: Lights? Nope, just 
action. Isn't it ... narrow! 

M Above: That is one serious 
breather pipe... though it’s 
not big enough to obscure the 
sprung hub, one of Mr Turner’s 
many eccentric inventions 

M Above right: The engine 
is running, explaining neatly 
why the brake pedal needs 
to carry a toe-guard 

M Below right: Although the 
eyes are drawn to the 
generator-type barrels and 
head, check out other details, 
like the oil filter and the 
manly engine breather 



superseded by Triumph’s swinging arm frame, the 
sprung hub was an improvement over a rigid rear end 
in some situations and appeared on the Lyons race 
machine. Front suspension was provided by more 
conventional telescopic forks and the brakes were 
eight-inch drums front and rear. The pencil-thin twin 
weighed just 3101b, much less than a plunger-framed 
Manx Norton, which had a similar output. 

Turner inevitably discovered the project and 
although unhappy he allowed it to continue on the 
basis that there would be no publicity over the racer’s 
debut. The project would be quietly ended if the 
machine was uncompetitive or simply failed. 

Lyons’ first outing was at the Ulster road race 
in August without notable success. Undeterred, he 
stormed to victory at the Isle of Man the following 
month. Turner, in a volte-face, threw him a victory 
dinner and admitted the firm could support road 
racing in some fashion, clearly mindful of the 
effect of racing success on Triumph’s important US 
export market. 

Although the Triumph went on to take a third place 
at the 1947 Belgium Grand Prix, piloted by factory 
rider David Whitworth, and won the 1948 Manx 
Senior, this time with Don Crossley at the helm, its 
pushrod engine was not designed for 200-mile plus 
road races. This was clearly demonstrated at the Isle 
of Man when, during the 1948 Senior TT, six of the 
Triumphs recorded DNFs. Nevertheless, the machine 
was put into production in 1947 and called the Grand 
Prix to acknowledge Lyon’s success. Purchasers could 
specify the state of engine tune (up to a monster 
12.5:1 compression), gearbox ratios and petrol tank 
capacity. This was a true competition machine. 


PRICE GUIDE 

£10, 000-plus for a replica 
£20, 000-plus for the real deal 

EAULTS & EOIBLES 

Genuine GP Triumphs sell for 
top dollar, so only buy from 
reputable sellers and inspect 
all paperwork in detail. If 
looking at a replica, make sure 
you buy one that is suitable for 
your intended use (racing or 
road?) so you don’t end up with 
a highly-tuned track-master 
that’s not suitable for Sunday 
spins. Or vice versa... 

ALSO CONSIDER 

Triumph Tiger 100 (lower 
prices, just as desirable, easier 
to live with). Norton Manx or 
International (similar thrills, 
half the cylinders, twice the 
complexity). BSA Gold Star 
(decent choice available in 
varied states of tune) 

SPECIALIST INEO 

aceclassics.co.uk 

OWNERS’ CLUB 

Triumph Owners MCC: 
tomcc.org 



The feature bike was available at 


Pembrokeshire Glassies when we went to 
press, eomplete with serutineers’ stieker 
from last year’s Goodwood Revival, all its 
provenanee and even a V5G. £12,500. See 
pembrokeshireelassies.eom 


Fewer than 200 were manufactured before it was 
discontinued in 1950. Lyons, by contrast, went on to 
have a long life and died in 2014 only 26 days short 
of his centenary. 

Unsurprisingly, given the limited production run 
and the nature of road racing, not many GPs have 
survived intact. Those that do still exist are much 
sought-after with a consequent impact on value. Back 
in 2009 Bonhams sold an example for £17,250, while 
H&H sold another two years later for £15,400. So 
if you’re looking for a genuine Grand Prix Triumph - 
assuming you can even find one - then it’s reasonable 
to expect to pay close to £20,000. However there is 
an alternative in the shape of a replica, like the one 
seen here. ^ 
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a Above: Ready... Steady... 
plenty of Go available here 

M Below: The roadster- based 
front brake is a simple sis 7-inch 
device, but works well enough 
- certainly for road speeds 



This replica was built by Andrew French, a noted 
road racer in the 1960s. The bike was created 
with the specific objective of campaigning at the 
Goodwood Revival and has a well-documented 
provenance. It’s based on an engine that was 



WITH A SIMSLt ENTRY WINS THE ISLE OP MAN RACE 
AGAIN^t SIXTY-SIVEN OTHEB CONTliTAMTM 



BEFDSE THLS TRIUMPH. HIDP^N &T ERNE&T lYDWI^ WON THE SENIOR 

MANX GRAND RRIX. iydh» toqa thi uad in thi pirit lap and maintained 

IT 1C Thf iINLSH IN THE WORLDA MMT CO«flPETITTVE AND iHtlRNATIONAILV KNOWN MDTCR. 
CYCLE EVENT. 

AOK SCDIti 

tTt Riui-rlart— E. ';AOO <.<. TrTuiwiph} 

1ml P»Tltliin-K. suit ljt)C;:.£. NeiTViU 
Ird PMiriari— H.M. RavriH (ADC 
Ml Rt»itl«ri— D. PorVLnimi (MHl Narlatil 
Ifh A. I, Mmilv l9Ca <hTi N>FrT««i) 

*tK FMIItm-P. CmKlinnn (iDO tjt. VsloCRttfll 
7lli BtaTI (33D <.c. Vclflottll 


WORLD’S FIRST AND FOREMOST 
X tTLINDER MOTORCYCLE 


MSTRLBUTED 

IN THE UNITEC fTATf » IV 


T PAiADENA 1^ CALIFORNIA 

lohnson ^Tobrs, 


MANUFACTURED: 1948 to 1950 ENGINE: Air-cooled OHV parallel twin BORE / STROKE: 
63mm x 80mm CAPACITY: 498cc COMPRESSION: Up to 12.5:1 POWER: 40bhp @ 7200rpm 
IGNITION: Racing magneto GEARBOX: Close-ratio four-speed foot-change LUBRICATION: 
Dry sump, twin plunger pump BRAKES: 8 inch SLS drums FRONT SUSPENSION: Telescopic 
forks REAR SUSPENSION: Sprung hub FRONT TYRE: 3.00 x 20 REAR TYRE: 3.50 x 19 
WHEELBASE: 55 inches GROUND CLEARANCE: 6 inches SEAT HEIGHT: 29.5 inches 

DRY WEIGHT: 3101b TOP SPEED: 120mph 


delivered to Rennos Ltd, Islington, in November 1947 
and a frame delivered to GL Boudin & Son in St Heller, 
Jersey in June 1950. This has been documented by 
the machine registrar at the Triumph Owners’ Club. 
Perhaps most importantly, it is believed that the 
cylinder heads and barrels are NOS parts and this 
clearly adds a considerable cachet to the replica. 

There’s also a sheaf of paperwork from Ace Classics 
that details the engine work, including shaping the 
bottom of the barrels for use with racing conrods, 
opening the crankcase to suit larger racing cams, 
lightening and polishing the rocker arms, dynamic 
balancing the crankshaft and rods, re-working the 
stock valve guides to suit the head refit and cutting 
seats, together with a rebore to plus-20. Among the 
array of expensive components crammed into the 
engine are a pair of 9:1 compression pistons, main 
bearings, rockerbox covers, pushrod tubes, Harman 
and Collins 7120 cams, together with a pair of 
Thunder Engineering conrods. Just over £3000 was 
spent with Ace Classics alone. 

As the photos show, it’s not only the engine that 
received a lot of time, attention and cash. From the 
exposed primary drive to the sprung rear hub, from 
the megaphone silencer to the pad on the tank, 
this machine seems to ooze originality. Not a lot of 
imagination is required to see Ernie Lyons powering 
around the Isle of Man on a machine just like this. 

Looks can be deceiving, but this replica sounds 
as good as it looks. The rich exhaust note resounded 
around the fields as it set off down the road on an 
impromptu excursion - perhaps a little exuberant for a 
road-going classic. It would seem ideal for Goodwood 
or Brooklands, where TlOO pistons might make it a bit 
more manageable for parade laps, or historic racing, 
where the engine could be let loose to its full CP 
potential. Either way it’ll attract plenty of admiration 
in the paddock, as it looks fast just standing still. CEffl 


28 AUGUST 2015 II CLASSIC BIKE GUIDE 





/4ce ^04td(m 



PRE-UNIT 


PARTS SPECIALIST 


■ 020 ^273 


101-103 St Mildreds Hoed, Lee, London 3E12 ORL 
Our opening days are Monday- Friday OiOOam-S^OOpm ■ Saturday 10:00am- 6:OOpm 



^Proud sponsors 
of trie new 201 5 
Be Wiser 
Kawosafid 

Brtfisri Superbike 
. Tearn 


price 


Bike Insurance 


the 


Se Wiser... 5 aye Aloney 


best 


The best policv at 


• We search over 30 insurance companies 


• FREE Breakdown Cover 


• FREE legal protection 



ELEKTRONIK 


Kloster-Oeseder-Weg 37 
49176 Hilter 
Germany 

-l49 (0) 5409 9069826 
inf o^elektron i k-sac h se. de 


www.elektronik-sachse.de 


Electronic 
Ignition systems 
Alternator regulators 
Ignition coils 

Ceriani style forks / Shocks 
Accessories 


• Instant cover and instolments 

m FREE Helmet & Leathers Cover 
including Personal Accident Cover 


Freephone: 

0800 954 9764 Ml 

online quotes at: WWW.beWtt.CO.Uk 


Be Wiser Insurance 


For all your insurance needs - bike, cor, van, multi -vehicle, home & trove! 



L.P. Williams 

Est. 1976 



L P VW///ams - Try us first for all 
your Triumph Trident, BSA Rocket 
three and Unit T12Q m4QIT1Q0 
Spares. We have huge stocks of 
parts for alf the above machines 
and much more 


I WE NOW HA VE THE TWtH DISC CONVERSION KIT IN SfOCK 


Try our new web site with improved parts search facility 


TRl SPARK DIGITAL IGNITION SYSTEMS 

for your Triples and Twins including the new 
TH spark Classic Twin" system. 

Kits in stock for all Triumph, Norton and BSA 
twins with 12v systems. Upgrade to this 
ignition and you will not be disappointed with 
the performance. 

Triple kits £222.25 plus vat 
Twins from £198 plus vat 

Please call or email me for details or visit 

www.trispark.com.au 

for more information 

BEWARE CHEAP fMITATIOHSU! 


PROGRESSIVE FORK SPRINGS 


TRWMPH1949-5Q 

__ £?8M 

TRIUMPH 1963 -69.. 

£28M 

TRIUMPH 1971 -8a..,. 

£78.50 

FORK DAMPER SEALS J97T-OW, 



REAR UNITS 

.£287^00^017 



■ 7 «ew Ffiicrm plates + 1 plaih 

•REDUCES STICme, St/PP/JVG, SWELLIKG, 
DRASSm ADD HEAVY OPERATm 


KITm.20i-VAT 

B TOPDUAUTY miH PLATES m.7B + VAT 



LUCAS HfSH OUTPUT I MLUY PUSHBUB TUBES 
JUTEBBATOBKIT I T12ll/T140/TrS0/T160 

fllL mmoiieis ttn. W + VAT I from £17.57 each 



PSP MYOBAULIC CLUTCH m STAINLESS M/CYL 

COHVEBSm I BABBEL ASSEK/IBLY 

Pisum iCfl only £i15 CatoftSoie IW f B Complete £62. 16 


• Send £150 for Price Lists • Maill Phone orders weicome • Exports a specmiity • Next day dispatch woridwide • All prices are plus VAT 

Tefephone orders from tOam lo 5pm Monday fo Friday 

Unit 3 South Barn, Low West End, Claughton, Lancaster LA2 9JX Tef: 01524 770956 Fax: 01524 771875 


Website: www.iriumph-spares.co.uk ^mail: sales@triumph-spares.co.uk 
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ENFIEIO 


MadeLikeAGun.co.uk Finance example for Continental GT 


MadeLikeAGun.co.uk Finance example for Bullett 500 




[s(g]) 



Term of 
ligreement 

24 monthly 
payments 

On the road 
cash price** 

Deposit 

Total amount of 
credit 

Total amount 
payable 

Rate of 
interest 

Representative I 
APR 1 

[24 months 

£104.17 

£4,999.00 

£2,499.00 

£2,500.00 

£4,999.00 

0% 

0% 1 


Term of 

1 agreement 

24 monthly 
payments 

On the road 
cash price** 

Deposit 

Total amount of 
credit 

Total amount 
payable 

Rate of 
interest 

Representative 1 
APR 1 

[24 months 

£83.33 

£3,999.00 

£1,999.00 

£2,000.00 

£3,999.00 

0% 

0% 1 


** On the road cash price is based on manufacturer's recommended retail price and includes 2 year Royal Enfield Dealer Warranty, 

12 months road fund licence, ^/ehide first registration fee, number plates and VAT. 

* Finance available subject to credit acceptance to UK residents aged IS or over. Guarantees and indemnities may be required. 

Terms and conditions apply. Offer may be varied, withdrawn or extended at any time. 

MadeLikeAGuri.co.uk Finance ts a form of hire-purchase agreemenet provided by MotoMovo Finance, MotoNovo House, Lambourne Crescent, 
Cardiff Busines Park, Llanishen, Cardiff, CF14 5GL. 






caroi a s h * CO m 




Included with your bike policy 


WE cover your mate’s bike when 
YOU ride it - FREE of charge on us! 


r. 

VS 

is\ 




Carole Nash, a name you can trust 

0800 781 9291 


✓ Low excess only £50 

✓ Free agreed uaJue^'^ 

✓ UK & European breakdown and accident 
recovery, including Homestart assistance 
worth over £100 


Up to £100,000 legal expenses cover in the 
event of an accident which is not your fault 

✓ RIDER COVER** - FREE accidental damage 
cover when riding other bikes 

t/ FREE DNA+ protection system worth £30'' 



CAROLE NASH 

3 0^^ BIRTHDAY 

The care it deserves 


8 


'^“reevoo** 

ScDmcnrTcdascOaniiarylflii Cjf iNafh 


defciqto 

defoqto 

defoqto 






iritkitit 


Op^Ji'ing hpurs; Mpn - Fri flam - 6pm, Sal Qam - 5pm, Sun 10am - 4pm. pnptiectipn system, terms arnf corHiilions appEy- carolenashi.c^flrn/ijna-tE'rms-anri-QrjnditionE. bjed" tp satisfying yndeiwritfnfl cpndiliPTiS- "Eased on ari average 

■custflmet o! £243. Saving cbnipatt<l to buylfig Lwts s&paratf Carote Nash policies. Average customer* 48 year old male svftih 7 years MCB, tiding a Hobda goORFt flreblade and a 01HW R12QC CS. * "Rider Cover: Botin bikes must liave 
cijmprntienslw cover terms and conditions apply -csrolenash.comi'rider-terms-and-candiiions. Carole Nash InsuranceConsuliancs ltd is authonsed and regelated by the financial Conduct Autbonty, firm reference no. 307243, Carole Nash is a 
trading style ol Carole Nasti insurartce Consuilanti Ltd, registered In England and Wales no. Z600&4T. 






RIDINGLIFE II MORINI STRADA 



The striding Strada 

MorinVs Strada was originally designated the GT. 

This particular 350 is going on a very grand tour indeed. . . 

PHOTOS BY JOE DICK 


^ Above: For their anniversary, 
the Morini ciub decided to 
resurrect and ride a Morini. 
Great idea. More ciubs 
shouid do things iike that 


NEXT TIME YOU clap your eyes on a 350 Morini it 
might be this one. This very bike is circumnavigating 
the UK right now as part of the celebrations for the 
Morini Riders’ Club 40th anniversary. It’s already 
been to the club’s trackday at Cadwell, will ferry cross 
the murky to the Isle of Man and is scheduled to pop 
up in Scotland thereafter. Forty Morini club members 
are riding a minimum of 40 miles on this epic 
adventure - and with some longer stints expected 
as well, the V-twin will travel 2000 miles and more 
before the anniversary year is out. So it needed to 
be in fine fettle at the outset and club stalwart Paul 
Compton wielded the spanners to make sure it would 
stand up to the stress. 

The Strada is a UK machine that was donated to 
the club. It was registered in 1977 but still sports 
the wire wheels and drum brakes of the previous 
model. A front disc brake arrived in 1976 and cast 
wheels in 1977, but customers could opt for earlier 


components while stocks lasted. This bike was in 
pretty good nick even before Paul got to grips with it. 
“Quite a bit of care and money had been lavished on 
it in the past,” he explains. “Akront flangeless alloy 
rims replace the chrome steel originals and there’s a 
stainless exhaust, wheel spindles and spacers, etc. 
The custom paint job is now quite crazed, but still 
looks quite attractive.” 

Even starting with a solid basis, Paul found himself 
plenty to do. “I pretty much worked from front to 
back. New sealed wheel bearings were fitted and the 
brake backplates were stripped and cleaned. The 
brake cam spindles hadn’t benefited from much 
lubrication and were quite sticky, although with 
little wear. The backplates are bronze bushed, but 
there are no grease nipples and I built them up 
with a smear of waterproof grease. The forks were 
stripped and thoroughly cleaned before re-assembly. 
Moisture from the atmosphere will turn your fork 
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oil to sludge over time and I’ve even seen corroded 
fork internals, so it should be changed from time 
to time. The steering head bearings showed no 
notchiness, so were just cleaned and re-assembled 
with waterproof grease. 

“The carburettors were stripped and ultrasonically 
cleaned before being fitted with new seal and gasket 
kits. The rear hub and sprocket carrier also received 
new bearings, and new chain and sprockets converted 
to use a 520 0-ring chain. Rear sprockets aren’t 
available off the shelf in 520 and sprocket blanks are 
cheaper anyway, so I bored one out and drilled the 
bolt pattern. Sprockets Unlimited supplied the blank 
and chain, with the front sprocket coming from NLM.” 

Although the fuel in the petrol tank dated from 
2009, the 350 fired up OK and Paul could inspect 
the engine. “The front rocker assembly was worn but 
not excessively, so I adjusted the valve clearances 
before moving on to the rear. Here condensation 
had caused some corrosion damage, so I removed 
the rockers for cleaning. Morini V-twins use a short, 
untensioned toothed belt to drive the cam nestled 
in between the cylinders. Its recommended service 
interval is 15,000km but they’ve been known to go 
on a lot longer. Breakage needn’t be a disaster, just 
requires a new belt, so I like to run an engine that’s 
been stood before replacing the belt in order to clean 
up the pulleys. Even on the old fuel, the bike fired 
up second kick and I spent some time adjusting idle 
stops and throttle cable synchronisation. 

“The longest job was sorting out the electrics 



A 1. The justly famous ‘wee 
vee’ powerplant. Clever design, 
always amusing to ride 

M 2. It Is what It says It Is; 
a three and one half! 

m3. Despite the bike still 
wearing Its two-piece metal 
Inlet manifolds, the rectangular 
slides In the Dell'Orto VHBs 
weren’t badly worn. Later bikes 
used a rubber Inlet manifold 
and many earlier bikes will have 
been fitted with a conversion kit 


PRICE GUIDE 

£2000 to £6000 
Later models most affordable 

EAULTS & EOIBLES 

Benefit from regular oil 
changes (10W40 semi- 
synthetic for later bikes) and 
cambelt maintenance, and 
prefer high octane super- 
unleaded. Poor starting, 
running or charging can be 
due to alternator rotor magnets 
(get them re-charged by NLM). 
Starter motor glitches usually 
down to weak batteries; try 
a Hawker Odyssey. Do some 
research before buying new 
tyres as modern profiles mean 
original sizes may no longer 
be best. Disc braking can be 
improved by using smaller 
master cylinders 

SPECIALIST INEO 

morini-mania.co.uk 

NLM: 

northleicestermotorcycles.com 

OWNERS’ CLUB 

Morini Riders’ Club: 
morini-riders-club.com 


m4. Morini used a generous 
530 chain, but by converting 
to a later front sprocket from 
a Kanguro or Dart, Paul fitted 
a 520 item, which gives room 
to safely use an 0-rlng chain 

m 5. The hollow clevis pins 
on the front brake were 
rattling loose, so Paul made 
up new solid replacements 



as it had originally been laid up due to electrical 
problems. Morini used a modular wiring loom to make 
assembling the bike easier, but that means there are 
rather a lot of connectors. They were also unusual 
in the charging and ignition systems. Rather than 
dumping excess energy from the alternator as heat, it 
instead turns the rectifiers on and off and will also not 
charge a flat battery, assuming anything below lOV 
must have a failed cell. This has caused many owners 
to think the regulator is faulty. The Morini capacitive 
discharge ignition runs directly off a high voltage coil 
on the alternator and grounding this coil cuts the 
engine. A fault in the ignition switch or wiring can put 
battery voltage on the grounding wire and this will 
destroy the two GDI boxes. 

“That’s what had happened on this bike, along 
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Above: Thanks to Paul 
Compton and the Morini 
Riders’ Club for their help with 
this feature. To see stacks of 
technical videos on Morini 
maintenance, check out Paul’s 
YouTube channel: youtube. 
com/user/EVguru/videos 


with some overheated wiring. Much of the protecting 
sleeving had become hard, brittle and cracked, and 
had to be replaced. Morini incorporated a protection 
diode to the ignition circuit on later bikes and I 
added one as well as making some other mods 
to prepare the bike for the club ride, like fitting a 
halogen headlamp and replacing the ‘Snuffbox’ 
lighting switch. These early switches are not 
unreliable, but quite poor ergonomically. This one 
still functioned but was mechanically faulty and has 
no provision for indicators. I replaced it with a very 
cheap Chinese switch, which although actually quite 



MANUFACTURED: 1971 to 1985 ENGINE: Air-cooled four-stroke OHV V-twin BORE / STROKE: 
62mm x 57mm CAPACITY: 344cc COMPRESSION RATIO: 11:1 POWER: 39bhp @ 8500rpm 
TORQUE: 25ft/lb @ 6300rpm CARBURETTORS: 2x Dell’Orto 25mm IGNITION: Electronic 
TRANSMISSION: Six-speed gearbox FRONT SUSPENSION: Telescopic forks REAR SUSPENSION: 
Swinging arm, dual adjustable shocks FRONT BRAKE: 200mm drum REAR BRAKE: 180mm SLS 
drum FRONT TYRE: 3.25 x 18 REAR TYRE: 4.10 x 18 WEIGHT: 156kg dry 


nicely made, had rather small contacts and wires. 
Fitting some compact relays salvaged from a Ford 
Mondeo overcame this, boosting headlamp and horn 
performance above original into the bargain.” 

Job done, Paul took the Morini on regular 
shakedown rides. It suffered just one mishap when 
the engine dropped onto one cylinder and then died. 
“It fired up again readily enough and I limped home 
on just the front cylinder. That’s a GOmph ‘limp’ and 
it would have done more! At home I found a spark on 
the rear cylinder, but lots of rusty looking water in the 
float bowl. There was an equal amount in the front 
carb’s float bowl, so that didn’t seem to be the cause. 
With the plug out, the rear cylinder would blow air, 
but a compression test read zero. With the rear rocker 
box removed the cause was clear. The studs holding 
the valve gear on are M7 for most of their length, but 
with an M8 thread in the head. People do sometimes 
overtighten them and pull the threads. 

“Normally I’ll feel a stud pulling, or it will come out 
with the nyloc retaining nut. The nuts had been re- 
used many times so a stud didn’t come out. If a stud 
pulls up far enough, the M8 diameter section bottoms 
out on the rocker pillar and you can properly torque 
the nut even though the thread is stripped. One rocker 
stud had given way and the movement caused the 
other three studs to back off until there was enough 
clearance for the pushrods to jump off the rockers. 
Other than the stripped thread, no significant damage 
was done and a thread insert in the head fixed it.” 

The job was, as they say, a good ’un and right 
now the Morini is on the road. Check the forum on 
the club’s site for photos of its progress around the 
country. And wish the MRC ‘happy birthday’ should 
you see it speeding past... lillB 
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£ 70.00 


» Suppli^ writi Unglazed Uhsq Insert 

» UU4Q0 Fihaf far ntaximuin 
IIV Pratacljon 

» PoTyicatfsotiate, Shattotproaf Lenses 

» UV Aetivafed Photoohromio 
Transitional Lenses for Day or 
Night Use 


» Frame Made of TR-DD Heat 
and Impaot Re^stant Mateilal 

» Ooublo-Siiled Anti-Fog Coating 

» FJex^le Frame Ends. Easy on 
& off underall helniets 

» Conies Boxed witfi Mioro-FIbra 
Pouch 

» Includes inforchangoaUo alrap 
facility to turn your glasses into 
goggles 


Your optician glazes the neat optical Insert with 
your Oil rrotit prescrlptioii. The Insert then simply 
clips behintf the reactallght glasses frame. 

T: 01|1 5 963583^ E: info@fatskeleton.co.uk 


TOW.Pa'u’SCSBG.liySGl.lBS.IIIIS eg ^ 



Keeping Morinis on the Road 

In 201 5 the Morini Riders Club is celebrating its 
40th Anniversary and there will be a variety of 
events over the year to mark the occasion. 

See our website for further details. 

fienefifts of joining the dub indude: 

• Discounted spares and parts 

• Annual rally 

• Local meetings and ride-outs 

• A wea Ith of techn ica I i nformation and advice 

• Clothing, regalia and other products 

• Organised tours in the UK and on the Continent 

• The bi-monthly club magazine, ATutto Gas 

• The UK's friendliest annual track day 

The Barn, South Road, Tim sbury, Bath, BA2 ONA 

call 01761 479220 

or visit us at 

www.morini-riders-club.com 


INSURANCE FOR 
YOUR CLASSIC BIKE 



Bikesure Insurance Services offer specialist policies, which we 
tailor to your own riding history and personal requirements. Our 
quotes are competitive and we focus on finding you tailor-made 
insurance schemes which cut prices, not corners. 


POLICY BENEFITS 
AVAILABLE INCLUDE: 

- FREE Legal Expenses 

• FREE Breakdown Cover 

• Agreed Value 

• Great Value Multi-Bike Rates 

• No Excess 

- Limited Mileage Discounts 

• Modification Cover 

• Laid" Up Cover 

CALL NOW FOR A FREE OUOTE 

0800 032 5350 

bikesure.co.uk 



•jl^sure 


Freethinking Insurance 


AUTHORISED AND REGULATED BY THE 
FINANCIAL CONDUCT AUTHORITY 
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PROM F>R>rDAV TO MODERN OA^ 


REWINDS & REPAIRS 


The name Armoto has been synonymous with high-quality 
windings for over 40 years and we are widely known for 
supplying re-manufactured wound components, such as 
rotors, stators, armatures, and coils for heavy-duty 
alternators in the PSV industry. 

We also repair, recondition and remanufacture a wide 
range of electro mechanical devices such as alternators, 
dynamo's dyna-starts and magnetos. 

Rewinding, repairing and reconditioning components 
from veteran, classic and vintage cars 
and motorbikes are a speciality, as well 
as trucks, farm vehicles and stationary 
engines. 




MAGNETOS • DYNAMOS • ARMATURES 
Cars, Motorbikes, Tractors, Stationary Engines 




3 year warranties on fully reconditioned units 
Typical turnaround 7-14 days 
In house winding facilities 


• Alternators • Dynamos 




Austin 7 dynamos. Rolls Royce Phantom dynamos to 
name a few - see web site for more technical advice. 
Electrical mechanical components for veteran, 
vintage classic motorcycles & cars ^ 


Armoto Motor Units Ltd Tel: 01246 452111 

Unit 6 Station Lane Ind Est, Old Whittington, Chesterfield S41 9QX 

armoto.co.uk email: sales@armoto.co.uk 



• Dynastarts 

• Magnetos 

i \ i' 

to 

• Armatures 

• Field Coils 



• Rotors 

• Stators 




01706 367649 or 
07831 181293 
Email;admiii@cjaiftos.eu 


cj nuTos 

(HEYWOOO) LTD OL10 1HY 


www.cjautos.eu 
To buy online please 
see website 
All prices + VAT 


CJAutPsf*^ 




New catalogue otil now 

Call for copy 



VIB03E 


MOTORBIKE LIFTS 


mm 


MB39 


MB116 


MBOSB 


M&03D 


MB118 


MB03A 


MB0303Slj 


MB301 


MB06 


PWL1 


MB02 


MB04A 


MEW STEEL 

TRI FOLDABLE BIKE RAM 


PWSf 


MB06W 


MB04AM 


MB34 


MB0303 


MB02B 


GT026 


SSQinin wide 


NEW PRODUCT 
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RestDration, 


West 


commissioning & Sai 
lian Motorcycies 

T»ls 01798 813 


The Garaqe 


.dirnari no, co.uk 

hiJtinglon, West Sussex RH20 2Q 


ino 


ttalian 


Specmt 


i 




Specialist in Ducati Bevel Engine 
and Service Parts 
We are happy to help and 
offer advice for your individual 
requiremenfs based on years of 
successful engine building 


CALL 01686 412 415 
OR SHOP ONLINE AT: 


www.laoeyducatl.oom 


P^yPat 


THE BEAULIEU SALE 

Collectors' Motorcycles and Motor Cars 

Saturday 5 September 2015 
The International Autojumble 
National Motor Museum, Beaulieu 

ENTRIES NOW INVITED 


• Leaders in the sale of Collectors’ Moiorcycies 

• Market leading sell-through rate 

• Highest prices achieved 

• The largest Autojumble this side of the Atlantic 

COMPLIMENTARY AUCTION APPRAISAL 

Visit bonhains.com/inotorcycles to 
submit a compliTnentary auction appraisal. 


ENQUIRIES 
Motorcycles (London) 

+44 (0) 20 8963 2317 
ukmotorcyoles@bonhams .com 

CATALOGUE 

+44 (0) 1666 502 200 
su bsc ri ptio ns© bon hams, com 



C.1 918 TYLER 299CC 
E2,500 - 3,500 
No Reserve 

Bonhams 


1930 BSA 770CG E30-14 
£4,000-6,000 
No Reserve 


bon h ams. com/m oto rc yc les 



These are 
some of 
our recent 
resforat/ons 




CLASSIC 8 IKES ALWAYS WANTED 
OR SOURCED FOR CLIENTS 
Pre-l;9S0 motorcycle specialist All 
Pre-l 980 motorcycles catered for, 
Full Restorations. 

Er>gine Rebuilds. 

Wheel rebuilding, 

Smiths Instrument Repairs / 
Refurbishment, {fully warranted) 
Respraying. 


/ Classic RebuUdsl 


Bikes Built To Customer Specs. 
Cafe Racer Conversions^ your bike or 
well get a bike for you. 

Classic Bike Sales. 

Can't find the Bike you want we can 
Source it for you. 

Spares sourcing 

Delivery and Collection Available 
Friendly Service, 

Cuppa's prO'Vlded for personal callers. 



Unit 25 A Sherbrook Business Centre, Day brook, Nottingham NGS 6AT, Tel: 07752 010004 email mark@classk-rebuilds,co.uk 

www.ciassic-rebuilds.co.uk 
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Real, not retro 


The current V-twin Ducati Scrambler turns heads all right 
But there’s a genuinely classic alternative with half the 
cylinders and twice the street cred. If you can start it . . 

WORDS & PHOTOS BY FRANK MELLING 


• Above: Using the air filter 
as a styling feature is just 
one example of Ducati’s 
unique approach 


THE KEY TO UNDERSTANDING the Ducati 450 
Scrambler of the 1970s is to appreciate just how 
big motocross was at the time. Forty years ago road 
riders and circuit racing fans were heavily involved 
in the motocross scene and knew the factories and 
bikes as well, as they could recite the exploits of 
the legendary road racers like Mike Hailwood and 
Giacomo Agostini. 

Top-line motocross attracted huge audiences. As 
many as 25,000 spectators would attend a European 
grand prix and in the old eastern bloc countries the 
battles between BSA-riding John Banks, Suzuki 
star Roger de Coster and CZ’s Paul Friedrichs would 
see a quarter of a million ardent fans. At the same 
time, the dirt bike market in America exploded. From 
being a real minority sport, with a very few thousand 
participants concentrated mainly on the West Coast, 
everyone from Florida to Washington wanted a dirt 
bike. Dirt bikes were cool. Dirt bikes were fun. Dirt 


bikes were cheeky and laughed at authority. Dirt 
bikes got you the pretty girl... 

As usual, Ducati were in one of their traditional 
parlous states of near bankruptcy and looked to the 
burgeoning scrambler market in Europe and America 
as a real life-saver. They had a very credible offering 
on the books, not so much for serious competition but 
rather for the odd foray along a fire road - and a lot of 
posing outside the burger stall. 

Ducati offered three versions of their scrambler, 
all of which were extremely similar except for the 
capacity of their engines. The 450 was the best of 
all three sizes and produced a very reasonable 27hp. 
Even today this is ample power for sporting riding and, 
with a bit of forethought, even the occasional girl- 
impressing wheelie. 

The heart of all the Ducati engines was Dr Fabio 
Taglioni’s iconic and extremely effective desmodromic 
valve opening system, a variation of which is still 
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'MSCi 


M Left: SOHC, wet-sump and a 
five-speed gearbox. Not exactly 
like a BSA B50, but a good try 


M Above: Dinky Smiths clocks 
will be familiar to riders of 
oily-frame Triumph and BSA 
singles of the period. They're 
unlikely to leak much oil though 


M Below: The lower lever is a 
decompressor, a crucial fitting 
for anyone who wants to start 
the machine. Backfires and 
bruised legs amuse spectators 
but fail to impress the frail 

M Right: Air filtration was 
plainly an engineering priority 
at Ducati. An electric foot 
may have been more useful 



found on Ducati engines even today. At a time when 
European motorcycle engines were notoriously fragile, 
the 450 Ducatis would run up to 7000rpm without 
any problem. Their five-speed gearboxes also marked 
them out as state of the art. Using the word ‘art’ is 
always appropriate for a Taglioni engine. The heavily 
finned 450 was one of the most beautiful motors of its 
generation and is still a thing of sublime beauty today. 

Taglioni was a fine engineer but not overly bothered 
with trivia such as mere mortals starting one of his 
engines. The kick-start - Taglioni never got round to 
fitting an electric starter to the singles - is mounted 
high on the left-hand side of the engine and this 
location is just about as bad as it gets. Like all sporting 
singles, the 450 kicks back like an angry mule if the 
rider gets the starting procedure wrong, so real thought 
was required to get the fires lit in the all-alloy motor. 

To persuade a 450 into life you must first manually 
flood the DeirOrto carburettor - but not a fraction too 
much fuel or the engine won’t start at all and you will 
have to change the spark plug. Clearly, like all riders of 
the time you will have a plug spanner and a couple of 
spare plugs immediately to hand. 

With the mixture enriched to perfection - if you’re 
very lucky or extremely skilled - the piston needs to 
be brought to top dead centre on the ignition stroke. 
Again, being brought up on singles you will know 
precisely where to find this sweet spot. Then pull in 
the decompressor lever, which means the piston can 
be just gently teased over top dead centre of its stroke. 
Next, allow the kick-starter to return so that its full arc 
is available. 


PRICE GUIDE 

£5000 to £12,000 

EAULTS & EOIBLES 

A street scrambler, not up to 
serious off-roading and will 
suffer if thrashed on the mud. 

The real dirtbike is the RT 
from 1971 with a tuned motor 
and radically different chassis. 
On standard Scramblers look 
out for the usual Italian weak 
spots - electrics, chrome and 
paintwork all suffer. Few UK 
specialists. Spares supply from 
Italy can be less than reliable 

ALSO CONSIDER 

BSA B50 (better spares supply, 
just as hard to start). Honda 
CL450 (much less cash, vastly 
more user-friendly). Modern 
Ducati Scrambler (nothing in 
common apart from the badge 
and styling and will lose value 
while an old bike appreciates) 

SPECIALIST INEO 

ducaticlassics.com 

laceyducati.com 

stein-dinse.biz 

OWNERS’ CLUB 

Ducati Owners’ Club GB: 
docgb.org 




This 1972 show- winning off-roader looks 


ready to compete... if you could stand to get 
the acres of polished alloy and canary yellow 
bodywork grubby. It’s up for £11,450 at The 
Bike Specialists in Sheffield, apparently 
showing just 101 miles on its clock 


Now, all that you need is total confidence in your 
carburettor enrichment and piston position - and 
then follow that with a long, determined swing. As 
the engine spins over TDC and the piston comes up 
to ignition, open the throttle the width of a gnat’s 
eyelash and the engine will fire and you will beam 
with smug satisfaction. 

Get any element of the exercise wrong and the 
450 will either kick back and try to break your leg, 
or worse, the engine will flood and refuse to fire. 
Prospective purchasers of a 450 today should be re- 
assured that retro-fitted electronic ignition has made 
life much easier (and safer). 
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ii Above: A great scrambler 
with street cred. Starting is 
best attempted in private 


Once the 450 is stirred into life, the sound is 
evocative of all that is good about singles. The rasp 
and boom of the 436cc motor would wake a sporting 
rider from the dead and the Silentium silencer makes 
only a nominal bid towards reducing the noise level. 
Not quite a Manx Norton, but still a thing of utter 
aural wonder. 

The 450’s chassis is also very good. Ducati might 
have been a financial tragedy, staggering from one 
crisis to another, but the firm’s development rider. 



MANUFACTURED: 1967 to 1975 ENGINE: Air-cooled sohc four-stroke single 
BORE / STROKE: 87mm x 75 mm CAPACITY: 436cc COMPRESSION: 9.3:1 
OUTPUT: 27bhp @ 6500rpm LUBRICATION: Wet sump, gear pump 
TRANSMISSION: Five-speed gearbox, chain final drive CLUTCH: Wet, multi-plate 
CARBURETTOR: Dell’Orto VHB 29AB IGNITION: Coil FRAME: Simplex open cradle tubular 
FRONT SUSPENSION: Hydraulic telescopic forks REAR SUSPENSION: Swinging arm, twin 
adjustable shocks BRAKES: Full width drums FRONT TYRE: 3.50 x 19 REAR TYRE: 4.00 x 18 
SEAT HEIGHT: 770 mm WHEELBASE: 1380mm WEIGHT: 145kg dry TOP SPEED: 80mph 


mechanic and racer. Franco Fame, spent a lot of time 
in the mountains of Marche honing the handling of 
the Ducati singles. Despite its off-road styling, the 
Scrambler has a frame with the race modifications 
derived from Bruno Spaggiari’s factory race bikes and 
SO it is a seriously good piece of kit. 

The rest of the cycle parts are largely derived from 
standard Italian proprietary suppliers. This is good 
news and bad news. Some elements of the bike 
are actually excellent. The Grimeca drum brakes 
work very well for their period and are elegant too 
and the Marzocchi forks are also fine. Where things 
truly fall off the edge of a quality control cliff is the 
standard Ducati paintwork and the ancillary fittings. 
To describe Ducati welding, brackets and paintwork 
as dire is to misrepresent all three elements. They 
are truly dreadful. Ironically, the rare, chromed tank 
on the Canadian bike we rode shows that someone in 
Bologna could do decent quality cosmetic work. 

On the road, the 450 really is a thing of delight. 
The motor is willing and has ample power for sporting 
riding and for modern traffic. It’s considerably more 
torquey than the 250 and 350 variants and benefits 
from an improved frame as befits the additional bhp. 
Fitted with current tyres, the handling is exemplary. 

In fact, it’s everything that a classic should be in 
terms of power, handling and looks. The gearbox is 
sweet and the clutch positive and reliable. You’d think 
the Scrambler was built not so very long ago. 

This is a worthy consideration for anyone wanting 
a classic bike with strong hints of a modern machine 
feel. You don’t necessarily need to spring for an all- 
new V-twin to appreciate Ducati’s Scrambler style. MSB 
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www.stein-dinse.com 


Care & Preserve Technical equipment 


Spareparts 



Item No. 14e034S5-Z 
79,00 € 


Indicator switch LM 2-3, 
V35-65, 1000 SP, 

850 T3-4, California 2-3 


Indicator switch LM 2-3, 
V35-65, 1000 SR 850 T3-4, 
California 2-3 


Air filter box LM 3-4 
complete, 3 parts 


Item No. 2B1133S0-Z 
48,60 C 




750mm 


Side stand LM 1/3 
T3-T5, SP complete 


* ^ 7/38061 


Item No. 17432Q60-Z 
75,00 € 


dinse^com 


MOIORBC 

Switierland 


UST 


20 



















/OHN SURTEES m his 
‘AV/AK/T' Rocing Outfit 


THE 

MOTOR CYCLING 
CLOTHING 
SPECIALISTS 

www.lewisleathers.com 
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Estl832 


LEWIS LEATHERS LTD 
3-5, WHITFIELD ST., 
LONDON, W1 
Tel:020 7636 4314 
AGENTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 






That's why I ride 

why ride with Bennetts? 

Recommended by riders Over 80 years of experience Motorcycle insurance specialist 
90 days EU cover Common modifications covered as standard 

For your chance to win a Suzuki GSX-R1000 and a monthly prize of £250 worth of kit* 

Get a new quote at bennetts.co.uk 0800 107 7989 

bennettS.CO.uk #thatswhyiride 

Insuraflce I Kit I Classifieds I Social ‘Prize dravi’ a’fc'i'ub'f; to ditiicj quotes orl / ohtained before 9'' st Oototer 2015. 

for full Terms and Conditions please visit www,benne1t5,co.ukAvhyiride-tcs. 




RIDINGLIFE II LETTERS 


What is original? 

WE ARE CURRENTLY living in a time when old is 
new. From fashion to interior design and not least 
motorbikes, retro is trendy and the way to go. A 
previous CBG editor focussed a lot on the new 
modern way to turn an old motorcycle into the latest 
hipster fashion accessory. My question to George 
Cohen would be: is this so wrong? I can see both 
sides of the argument. 

To George, ‘original’ is as it came out of the 
factory, even down to the faded 60-year-old paint, 
and many share his view. In the auction game 
unrestored bikes often sell for more money than 
a heavily restored model of the same sort. Now 
go back a good few years and you could pick up 
almost any old British bike or other classic for next 
to nothing. They were not only unfashionable but 
deemed to be mechanically unsound and not worthy 
of keeping. At that point it was only people like 
George keeping them alive. 

Let’s be honest, the bikes of yesteryear 
were only ever as good as the technology of 
the day allowed. They were often hard to start, 
awkward to ride and hard to keep going. Today, with 
our present capabilities, why not make 
alterations to these old machines to make them 
easier to live with or better serve a purpose? 
Everything evolves and in another 50 years the bikes 
of now with switchable riding modes, ABS, traction 
control, etc, will no doubt be thought of as primitive 
old relics. 

On one hand, I salute those who keep everything 
just as it was. They are running mobile museum 
pieces that will pass down in history for future 
generations to see exactly how it was. But for the 
current generation that just wants a bike that they 
enjoy and can ride as they want, then let them 
customise to their hearts’ content. 

I just love motorbikes and derive as much 
pleasure from looking over an unrestored classic 
as from admiring some of the beautifully restored 
or customised ones. All are keeping going a future 
for these wonderful machines far better than 
languishing in a shed rusty and forgotten. 

David Taylor 



Original & authentic 


I’M NEW(ISH) TO British bikes 
but have ridden for years including 
commuting. I currently have two 
BMWs, one is 35 years old and the 
other is 29. I’ve just acquired an 
Excelsior Consort - as seen here. I had 
a quote of £85 to £115 to rechrome 
the handlebars - they’re too far gone to 
clean up. I can buy new ones for £37. 

I am cleaning up most parts, including 
nuts and bolts, but have decided to 
buy new bars and seat springs; seat 
springs £5 a pair! 

Good luck with mag. I’m relatively 
new there too. 

John, by email 


/ too once had a Consort (but not that 
one). I never got it to run at all. There 
was nothing wrong with it, it Just 
refused to start. 

Good luck! Frank 1/1/ 



Language 

REGARDING TERMINOLOGY, I would 
like to add my tuppence worth. I really 
wish that the scribes would cease 
using terms such as ‘trick’ (think 
Tommy Cooper), ‘muffler’ (think winter 
warmer), ‘fender” (think fireplace or 
guitar), ‘gas tank’ (think camping), 
‘shifter’ (think gear lever), etc, etc. This 
isn’t related to the idea that a bike 
has to be British to be a 


classic. My classics include bikes from 
the people who brought us samurais 
and Panzers. It’s just that the British 
classic terminology that we have grown 
up with should prevail in the pages of 
our classic bike magazines. 

The next step could be when 
we ‘hang out’ at our local pub, the 
expectation will be that we drink our 
real ale straight from a bottle! 

Great magazine. 

Karl Chadwick 


facebook 


Readers' rides 

FIND US ON FACEBOOK and you’ll see plenty 
of Classic of the Day photos - including snaps of 
readers’ bikes that we’re delighted to share for all 
to admire. This month, thanks to Clive for showing 
off his retro-resto 1981 T140E. Clive retained the 
functional benefits of the late twins, including the 
750 engine in standard tune, electronic ignition 
and disc brakes. But he went to town with the 
looks, aiming to recreate the style of a 1960s 



machine. Hence the special fittings and modified 
components, like the custom clock mounts, 1960s 
tank badges and the discreet headlamp mount 
bracket. Says Clive: “Many modifications were 
made to tidy away wires and cables, or to simplify 
maintenance.” Solid job, sir! 

Post pics of your classic at www.facebook.com/ 
ClassicBikeGuide and we’ll share the best online 
and in these pages 
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Back from the brink 


THE LINK BETWEEN the bible and motorcycling may be somewhat 
tenuous. However, I am sure that my Sunday school teacher 
mentioned something once about Jesus entering Jerusalem on a 
Triumph. She claimed to have said “in triumph” but that must have 
been a slip of prepositions on her part as no way would a guy like 
that have been in a girly car. Mind you, the minister, who always gave 
her a ride home, had a Tiger, so that might have accounted for her 
error. She had a young Cub later, but it was re-badged a Terrier just to 
silence village gossip, if you know what I mean. 

I digress, but a biblical quote describes my recent close 
encounter and consequent teetering at the edge of the abyss of 
grace. You see, I briefly left The fold’ and am now looking to get 
back in. The quote: Uust so, I tell you, there will be more joy in 
heaven over one sinner who repents than over 99 righteous persons 
who need no repentance.’ 

It went like this. For several years, I was a stoic at the shelves 
of WHSmith once each month. My wife thought that there was 
something between me and the young, gap-year cashier who always 
helped me with the DIY payment scanning tills. It was nothing of 
the sort of course. I was there with the solitary purpose in mind of 
buying CBG. 

Now let us be honest, to design a monthly magazine about 
products that, by and large, have not been produced on these 
shores for decades is challenge enough in itself. Add to that the 
need to inspire enthusiasts and appeal to a broad audience, of 
mixed background, wide ranging age and even wider opinions, in the 
competitive market place of journalism is a task of some considerable 
enormity. The scribes of CBG who contributed to my enjoyment thus 
had my respect and gratitude. However... 

For a period, I became jaded and disappointed. I enjoyed the 
contributions of the guy from America. It was all a bit of ‘New 
England in the Fall’ and such melancholia, but it allowed me to 
escape from my kitchen chair late at night without applying for a 
visa. Shades of Alistair Cooke. That vanished. I then lost the solid 
contributions of Andrew Wilson, who seemed to be a dour but always 
informed and interesting Scot. A second entertaining read was denied 


me by some young distant boardroom cappuccino sippers. By now 
and in an earlier persona, Frank W’s own contributions were getting, 
shall we say, a little sharp, judgemental and omnipotent in tone. 

But I am a loyal sort and so I stayed on. 

The balance finally tipped one day, when frankly (no pun) I became 
embarrassed to be seen with a copy of my old friend under my arm. 
The trusty mag of old had become akin to something one might find 
sharing a waiting room table with The Field an6 Hello, in some private 
dental clinic in Mayfair. There was a clear attempt to enrichen all of 
our lives with retro yuppie nonsense. I left the fold. 

However, this month I bought a copy of my old friend CBG. I 
scanned its pages first. ‘Damn,’ I thought. ‘This is better.’ I read 
Frank at the back. Clear, unequivocal, informed, experienced, but not 
in the least offensive to anyone. ‘The man is happier and in control,’ 

I thought. Great. I then twigged that Frank is now the editor. Louise 
Limb - beautiful drawings as usual and, yes, I have an M20 - not 
‘the darling’ that was Vera, but there you go. The Crusader clinched it. 

I bought the magazine for an in-depth perusal. 

What a turnaround. Please accept my sincere appreciation for 
the creation of a wonderfully balanced piece of entertaining and 
informative journalism. There is something for everyone without too 
much of anything. I just wish I had read the Trading Post earlier! 

The article on the Bike Shed, London was very interesting indeed, 
and while I don’t think necessarily that the trendies of disused 
warehouses sporting waistcoats and Prosecco have a monopoly 
on ideas for success in the future, they certainly have a major 
contribution to make. How revitalising youth can be. Stafford is great, 
but does it rather take us for granted. It’s nice to see that Beckers 
can ride a bike as well as kick a ball, but it was a privilege to share a 
little of the great Peter Williams ‘story. 

There we are. Damn good job. The sinner is back hoping for a 
welcome as earlier hinted by Luke! 

Dan Griffiths 

Blushes of course. Thank you, Dan. The cheque is in the post. 

Frank 14/ 



Another sidevalve soldier 

FOLLOWING JULY’S FEATURE, I thought you would 
like to see a photo of a Triumph TRW. This photo 
shows me as a fresh-faced 19-year-old and was 
taken in Schleswig-Holstein in 1978, on Exercise 
Bold Guard. The TRW was brought to Germany from 
the UK with 24 Field Squadron, Royal Engineers, 
based at Chatham, but I believe it was from 36 
Engineer Regiment, based in Maidstone. I remember 
it being transported from the UK to Germany and 
back again in the front bucket of a light or medium 
wheeled tractor. 

Keith Marchant 


Peter Williams: A hero 


I JUST WANTED to say how 

much I am enjoying the 
July issue of CBG. There’s 
still more to come, but 
I particularly wanted to 
thank you all for the terrific 
article about the Arter G50 
and Peter Williams by Alan 
Cathcart, not forgetting the 
terrific photos. 

One of the good things 
about it was that it was long enough 
really to get your teeth into. Maybe 
we’re meant to lack the attention span 
for longer articles, but this showed how 
good they can be. But maybe really 
what was great about it was to read 
about Peter Williams. Like Mr Cathcart, 
I have always had the greatest respect 
for him as both a courageous rider and 
a brilliant engineer. Many thanks. 


I also - as the owner of 
an ex-WD M20 - have to 
say thanks to Louise Limb 
for her lovely combination 
of RAF bike with Vera Lynn. 
Great, I am going to find 
a place for it on my wall. 

And I mustn’t forget the 
ruminations of some old 
bloke at the back of the 
magazine with his ‘famous 
last words’. Good to see you still in 
harness, great mag. It really cheers me 
up in these difficult days. Thank you, 
everybody. 

Peter Beresford 

The full range of Louise's artwork, 
including signed prints, pin-ups and 
greeting cards, is available on her 
website louiselimb.com 



CLASSIC BIKE GUIDE II AUGUST 2015 45 




SPECIALIST VEHICLE INSURANCE 



Call our friendly UK team for a quotation 

01277 206 911 






Over 35 years’ experience 
No broker administration fees 
Choose a vehicle repairer you trust 
UK & European accident & breakdown 
recovery including home service 
Free and automatic salvage retention 
Cover for riders from 21 years of age 


and no upper age limib^ WWW.rhclaSSICinSUrance.CO.uk 

Agreed value’^ 


"^Subject to our standing underwriting criteria. Please refer to the policy documentation on our website, or call, for further information. 

The vehicle needs to be registered prior to 1991 in order to be eligible for our classic insurance. 

Photography courtesy of Classic Bike Guide. 

RH Specialist Insurance is a trading name of Willis Limited, a Lloyd's Broken Registered officer 51 Lime Street, London, EC3M 7DQ, 

Registered number 181116 England and Wales. Willis Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. The RH Specialist 
Insurance schemes are arranged and administered on behalf of Willis Limited by ERS Syndicate Services Limited, an appointed representative of ERS 
Syndicate Management Limited which is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the 
Prudential Regulation Authority: Number 204851 






THE AUTUMN STAFFORD SALE 

The Classic Motorcycle Mechanics Show 

Sunday 1 8 October 201 5 

ENTRIES NOW INVITED 


• Leaders in the sale of Collectors' Motorcycles 

• Market leading sell-through rate 

• Highest prices achieved 

COMPLIMENTARY AUCTION APPRAISAL 

Visit bonhamsxo m/motorcycles to 
submit a complimentary auction appraisal. 


ENQUIRIES 

Motorcycles (Loodori) 

+44 {0)20 8963 2817 
u kmotorcycies® bonhams .com 

CATALOGUE 

+44 (0) 1666 502 200 
su bscripti ons@ loo nhams . CO m 




The Eahs Court Motorcycie Show 

1937 BROUGH SUPERIOR 99000 SSI 00 
£210,000-240,000 


1938 DKW SS 250CC SUPERCHARGED 
RACING MOTORCYCLE 

£40,000 - 50,000 


Bonhams 



(DRAPER great tools 

Tools 





twitterxomyd rapertools 


facebook.com^drap«rtoo Js 


Foot Pump 

Stock No. 22267 






Backpack 

Stock No. 
45941 


SO piece Metric/Imperial 
Combined Long Pattern 
Hexagon Key Set 

Stock No. 33894 


400kg Universal 
Motorcycle 
Front Wheel 
Paddock Stand 

Stock No. 05630 


3W COB LED Rechargeable 
Magnetic Inspection Lamps 

Stock No 43121 - Blue 
Stock No. 43215 - Orange 
Stock No. 43246 - Green 


Stock No. 43375 - White 
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II OPINION II 

ILLUSTRATION BY MARTIN SQUIRES 


I HAVE RIDDEN motorcycles on the road, 
on the racetrack, on muddy lanes, on the 
sand and even on a frozen lake in Canada 
with special screws screwed into the 
tyres. A couple of weeks ago I had my first 
experience of riding on a rolling road; it was 
both noisy and very interesting. 

So why was I doing this? Running a 
motor at ‘Harry Flat Out’ and getting 
absolutely nowhere? Maybe not in terms of 
travelling from home to the pub or home 
to the Isle of Man, or even from A to B; 
absolutely nowhere. Not at all, I was in fact 
getting there. Getting where? Getting the 
tuning spot on. 

For the past 40 years I have relied on 
the ‘road test’ to establish my carburettor tuning sequence after a motor 
has been freshly rebuilt. Start with the slow running and idle, fiddle with a 
couple of screws on the side of the carb, maybe change the slide for one 
with a different cutaway, swap the pilot jet, raise or lower the needle, take 
her for a burn, do a plug chop, change the main jet, alter the length of the 
inlet tract, mess around with the exhaust pipe length, try a harder or softer 
plug, alter the octane rating of the fuel, try tighter jeans, have a another swig 
of Red Bull! 

Take the bike out for another run and repeat the whole procedure. Then 
ask yourself: is she running better or worse? Is it too weak or too rich? Does 
the plug look the right colour? Not quite sure, so I’ll fiddle a bit here. It is all 
a bit haphazard, don’t you think? That was the way the old boys used to do it, 
me included. But now things have changed; we are in a high tech world and 
we can use the tools of the 21st century. 

My good friend Paul Mac, a self-made man of wealth and wit, and 
with a passion for fast motorcycles, has recently installed a rolling road 
dynamometer into his workshop, and he invited me over to have a go. This 
is the procedure: 

Thoroughly warm up the engine outside the ‘dyno-shed’ to get all the 
running clearances at their optimum and then wheel the motorcycle onto the 
road. With willing helpers positioning the rear wheel precisely over a large 
aluminium drum, the bike is securely strapped in place. A probe is stuffed 
up the exhaust pipe, as close to the exhaust valve as possible to measure the 
unburned hydrocarbons, which is correlated to the mixture ratio of fuel and 



GEORGE COHEN 

ROLLING ROAD 

A couple of weeks ago I had 
my first experience of riding 
on a rolling road. It was both 
noisy and very interesting... 


oxygen, and we are ready to rock and roll. 

Sitting astride the machine, your eyes 
are focused on a large type of computer 
screen displaying three dials, a torque 
graph and numerous numbers. The most 
important information is shown on a fancy 
image that measures the mixture; when 
correct and at a ratio of oxygen to fuel of 
about 13 to 1 the motor is at its sweet spot. 
Any higher or lower ratios and adjustments 
need to be made. Information pertaining 
to the rear wheel speed, torque curve and 
BHP is also shown. 

Going through a procedure of holding 
the throttle at just one quarter, then half 
and finally full on, allows you and Terry (the 
dyno expert man) to establish what needs to be altered to the carb settings 
and other factors, such as exhaust and inlet tracts, ignition timing and all 
the other variables related to optimum performance. In the past I used to 
run a Shenck electro-flux engine dynamometer in my workshop, so I should 
not have been that surprised by both the noise and the vibration. When 
I used to tune cammy Norton engines, bolted into the mounting rig and 
coupled to a dyno, when revving at 6,500rpm the racket was so extreme 
and the vibration so intense, one expected the whole show to explode into 
oblivion. Similarly, when on the rolling road, the whole bike feels and sounds 
as if it going to disintegrate. Maybe this is related to the fact that my crank 
balance factor is a tad out? 

So we proceed with running the motor at relatively low revs at first to set 
the needle jet (I am using a Mikuni carb instead of the standard Amal) and 
when the mixture is spot on we call it day for now. I take the bike away and 
put on a couple of hundred miles at no more than half throttle, change the 
oil and return a week later to play with the main jet. 

The result? An almost perfect set up; the mid-range still feels a bit 
‘chocky’, despite the computer telling us that it is running a tad weak. Are we 
going round in circles? Is the new procedure better than the old? 

I let my instincts tell me to lower the needle by one notch (to weaken the 
mixture) and now have a sweet running machine, with a smooth and perfect 
throttle response and even a tickover. So my ‘Low-Boy’ single overhead cam 
Manx Norton is now ready for both the Goodwood Festival of Speed and the 
Classic TT. Thank you Rolling Road boys. LHilEl 


‘When on the rolling road, the whole bike feels and sounds as if it is 
going to disintegrate. Maybe my crank balance factor is a tad out?’ 


WHO IS GEORGE COHEN? 

Dr George Cohen, MBBS MSc MRCPsych BA Eng, holds surgery in The Somerset Shed and specializes in Norton singles. 
Fle’s also a VMCC Norton Specialist, Bonhams Motoring Consultant, ‘Doctor of Reason’ and ‘Soldier of Fortune’ 
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'NORMOUS 

Newark 

Autojumble 

Newark & Notts Showground, 
Newark-on-Trent, Notts NG24 2NY 

(junc A1/A46/A17-signed} 

SUN AUG 23 

AlfO SEPT 10, OCT 11, Nov IS 


CUSTOMER EARLY BIRD PASS 8am-9am £10 


DAY ADMISSION 10am - £6 


LARGEST + BEST ONE-DAY AUTOJUMBLE IN UK - over 3000 plots previousiy “ inside and out - vast classic display - up to 1000+ 
(cars, bikes, commercials, kits, custom, etc) - FREE DISPLAY AREA for classic cars and motorcycles (just pay admission charge) - FREE 
Trade Papers, FREE Sat night camping & caravanning (toilets and breakfasts available) for stallholders - FREE stewarded customer 
parking. Established 30 years of leading successful events. Demo, restoration and trade stalls welcome. 

Plots from only £18 pre-booked. Send SAE for booking form or download from website. 

Over 3000+ plots previously - reduced admission for classics from Warn 

MORTONS MEDIA GROUP LTD Media Centre, Morton Way, Horncastle, Lines LN9 6JR 
Tel. 01507 529470 Mob: 07824 145472 E: rgraham@morton5.co.uk 
Web. www.newarkautojumble.co.uk 




Boyer Bri 


Tel 01622 730939 

Boyer-Bransden 
Electronics Ltd 
Frindsbury House 
Cox Street 
Detling Maidstone 
Kent ME14 3HE. 

Fax: 01622 730930 
www.BoyerBransden.com 


Boyer Bransden 

Electronic Ignitions For Motorcycles and Cars, Road & Racing 
From Boyer Bransden 

Whether you’re looking for the ultimate performance, for your classic racer, or simply 
want to keep your classic road bike reliable and sparking strongly, at Boyer Bransden 
we have the answer. With over forty years unbroken manufacturing in the field of 
electronic ignitions and componentry, we have the perfect solution for your machine. 

Over 40 Years' Proven 
0.^^ % Performance 

I ' ^ Ernie Bransden designed and 

patented a miniature electronic 
ignition that was a fraction of the size 
i». J'l w and far more efficient than any of its ^ "Sfer ^ , 

competitors. Since that time various 

electronic ignitions and 7 - %\ 

manufacturers have come and gone, 

J!) JjiWi-y A* but Boyer Bransden have been in M \ 

fi constant production. Today, 

^ Hi 111 Boyer Bransden produce one \|[l ^ 

^ efficient ignition 

' systems in the world. 


SUZUKI 


^YAMAHA 

TMorfoo) 
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ILLUSTRATION BY MARTIN SQUIRES 


II OPINION II 


IN THE WORLD of business, an established 
brand name carries emotional resonance, 
which equals cash value. It can take years to 
build up a good reputation, so as a shortcut, 
today’s aspiring manufacturers looking for 
instant market recognition shop for business 
names in the motorcycle cemetery. Copyright 
lawyers stroll among the crypts of dead 
motorcycle companies we buried decades 
ago, looking for names not wholly forgotten. 

They don’t want the bones or DNA, they’re 
just paying off relations so the family names 
can be legally chiselled from their tombs. 

Once they’re secured, these old names 
are pasted onto a wholly unrelated new 
motorcycle, which bears not the slightest 
family resemblance, because they’re not 
family at all, but zombies and clones. 

We walk atop the decomposing remains 
of thousands of dead bike brands, piling 
up in great waves since the 1890s, when 
motorcycle manufacture commenced. Most 
of these names are too long gone for a spark 
of recognition, but there are potent names 
alive in motorcycle folklore that are bound 
to rise again. Vincent, Cyclone, Rudge and 
others are currently lying dormant, awaiting an injection of hubris and cash 
to bring them back to life... and mark my words, they will be back, even 
if they aren’t undead for long. Cyclone was perhaps the original zombie, 
suffering many attempts at resurrection from 1916 onwards, and no wonder; 
with its OHC v-twin motor it was the most technically advanced motorcycle 
built in America for 70 years, until H-D allied with Porsche to build the V-Rod. 
A series of new owners gave Cyclone CPR (Cash Promoting Resuscitation), 
but it never got off the operating table. We’ll certainly see Cyclone again, as 
zombies just keep coming back. 

Similar tales of woe have befallen Vincent and Crocker, two power-packed 
names with solid gold history. Both have seen legally contentious revivals, 
briefly, and press releases herald the return of the dead like Quasimodo 
ringing the bells of Notre Dame. Crocker’s corpse is yanked to and fro in a 
cross-global tug-of-war between LA and Sydney, as the name-holder can’t 
afford to build new ones, and the one who can afford to build them hates 
the name-holder. So it is with graveyard scenes; family feuds get pretty ugly. 
Before all that drama, the corpse of Indian had been shocked and stuffed and 
briefly reanimated repeatedly, and holds the record for the number of times a 
dead brand has arisen, blinked its eyes briefly, and laid down again. Polaris has 


enough money to keep Indian alive though, 
surely? Motorcycling is expensive business. 

Worse, though, is grabbing a name by 
force and rumours are currently swirling 
around Vincent in that regard. I made an 
April Fool’s joke two years ago about the 
same Indian brand that yanked ‘Royal’ 
from its English owner might just decide 
he doesn’t deserve Vincent, either. Vincent 
from India? Geography doesn’t stop people 
buying Jaguars. Harley-Davidson and 
BMW already have factories in India, but 
they’re living brands and can make such 
choices organically. There’s a shock when 
a long-gone company reappears on another 
continent, as if rumours of their demise 
were greatly exaggerated, as Mark Twain 
famously quipped. Perhaps they’ve merely 
been on holiday and are now ready for work, 
tanned and invigorated. 

Zombie brands are different than 
clones, which are reproductions of 
obsolete motorcycles. Clones have been 
with us since the 1980s, originating in 
vintage racing circles as the need for 
replacement parts spurred manufacture, 
which eventually grew into new motorcycle construction. Thus one can buy 
a brand new Norton Manx, Matchless G50, or Brough SSlOO and plenty 
of precious racing machines have been duplicated in limited numbers, like 
Honda six-cylinders and Moto Guzzi V8s. Clones are generally harmless, 
unless they’re passed of as originals, in which case it’s a simple matter of 
fraud, and that happens too. But a zombie is a defunct brand revived in 
name only by an unrelated business. Zombie brands have zero DNA from the 
original company, and often feature a notional ‘update’ of a classic machine, 
modernised for a living audience. 

Not many zombies stay upright for long, though, because manufacturing 
motorcycles is fiercely expensive, requiring years of R&D, and enough 
money to weather a few years’ indifference in the market. Most zombies are 
extremely limited production, or outright showpieces, brought to life to shine 
glory on another enterprise entirely. This can seem, to those faithful to the 
old marque, to be fantastically cynical efforts to leverage a good name to sell 
T-shirts, or whole clothing lines. When aging supermodels are draped across 
a stupendously ugly motorbike wearing logo clothing, it’s clear what’s the 
real business at hand. As much as we might throw up our hands in horror at 
zombies, they can’t change the past, for better or worse. LHUil 



AUL D’ORLEANS 


THE RISE OF 
THE ZOMBIES 

We walk atop the decomposing 
remains of thousands of dead bike 
brands, piling up in great waves 
since the 1890s, when motorcycle 
manufacture commenced 


'When aging supermodels are draped across a stupendously ugly motorbike 
wearing logo clothing, ifs clear what's the real business at hand...' 


WHO IS PAUL D’ORLEANS? 

Paul d’Orleans is a writer, artist, sartorialist and photographer. He’s best known as The Vintagent’ for his long-running blog and judges 
concours such as the Quail and Villa d’Este, consults for Bonhams auctions, shoots digital and Tintype’ photographs, and is curating an 

exhibit on cafe racers at the Sturgis Motorcycle Museum. 
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www.hagon-shocks.ca.uk 

Tel: 0208 502 6222 

Fax: 0208 502 6274 


Hagan Products Ltd 

7 Roebuck Road 
Hainault Business Park 
Hainault 
Essex IG6 3JH 
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^AONTHLY NEWS 


Authorised and Regulated bv the Financial Coodud Authority 


2d 


* Competitive rates 

* 'Agreed Value' 

* Discounts for 
restricted drivers 8t 

mileage limits 

* Multi Bike Discount 


INSURANCE THE OLD FASHIONED WAY 

PETER S. TAYLOR & Co 

No call centres or telephone queues, 
just good old fashioned personal service since 1949 


* Discounts for club 

members 

* Free European 

Use 

* Approved rallies 
and events covered 

free 

* Salvage 'buy back’ 

option 

* Family Fleet 
facility 

" Excellent claims 
service 

* Personal service 
no cal centres 


Let us take care of all your Insurance requirements. From single bikes to multi bike 
or large collections, we will find the best policy for you. We also have a 
‘Family Fleet’ facility to cover Classic and Modern Bikes, Cars, Commercial, Kits, 

American, Military & Modified vehicles 



If you as an enthusiast would like a quotation from enthusiasts and 
not a call centre, please contact us: 

01273 820303 or 01273 329307 
First Floor, 81 Church Road, Hove, BN3 2BB 
www.peterstaylor.co.uk - sales@peterstaylor.co.uk 
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ILLUSTRATION BY LOUISE LIMB 


II OPINION II 


ONCE AGAIN I find I’ve broken a promise, 
although for once this was one I made to 
myself rather than an editor sternly issuing 
a deadline or a lover requiring a spurious 
commitment in return for some urgent, 
spur-of-the-moment hanky-panky: I’ve 
acquired a water-cooled motorbyke. 

Of course the enduring appeal of aulde 
motorbicycles is largely based on their 
inherent simplicity. A limited number of 
cylinders, moving parts and bodywork 
was and remains good reason to own an 
ancient machine, although of course that 
started to change when the Japanese came 
along with their infernal four and three 
cylinder contraptions with multiple overhead 
camshafts and integral gearboxes, although 
they at least had the wit to produce single 
and twin-potters that those of us weaned 
on oily old Brit bikes could identify with and 
admire for their inherent lack of oiliness. And 
thus it was that I abandoned my Beezers 
and Trumpets and DOTs and Greeveses in 
favour of a succession of Yamaha and Suzuki 
singles and twins in the 70s. But of course 
I drew the line at liquid cooling when it first 
appeared in 1973 wrapped around Suzuki’s 
GT750 triple, the humorously nicknamed 
‘Kettle’. 

‘More stuff to go wrong’ was the watchword 
here, for the idea that a technologically 
complex solution to a problem that hadn’t 
heretofore really existed, and one that also 
added weight to a type of vehicle whose 
fundamental virtue was its lack of, seemed 
anathema to me. Indeed for at least the first 
of these reasons I also avoided anything 
turbocharged, whether on two or four wheels, until the early noughties when 
I was finally persuaded that the diesel-engined car I needed to tow a trailer 
full of trailbikes was better off blown. 

And so my dalliance with what we now call classics has remained firmly 
with the air-cooled variety, although the odd oil-cooler has crept into the 
picture here and there, most notably with a Kawasaki GPz 500S (which 
many wouldn’t regard as a classic, but its day will come) and my current 
Honda CBX 750F (which many would, and it has). 

But I now own another Honda, a VT500 Ascot, which kind of slunk under 
my liquid-snubbing radar and for all the wrong reasons. Firstly, it is the first 
really old motorbyke I’ve bought for almost exclusively aesthetic reasons. As 
my reader may recall, I am slowly - and to my shame very slowly - fashioning 
a street-scrambler out of a knackered CB400N SuperDream, inspired as 
much as anything by the Ascot that already looks like one, albeit with a 
strong element of flat-tracker which its American market, and consequently 
Honda’s racing efforts, inspired if not required. 

But whilst the Americas got their svelte, butch, purposeful-looking 
Ascot, what we got was the VT500E, a roadster of somewhat weird 


appearance beloved of dispatch riders 
for its maintenance-shrugging shaft-drive, 
self-adjusting camchain and frugality, 
although the fully enclosed front disc brake 
affected by Honda across many of their 
middleweights at the time was roundly and 
rightly disdained. But like that other half- 
litre workhorse, the CX500, the VT500E 
and of course its rarer Ascot sibling were 
liquid-cooled. 

And thus the highly original and near 
minter that I bought and had shipped over 
from the colonies via the good offices of 
import specialists DK Motorcycles (who 
have stacks of interesting imports at www. 
dkmotorcycles.com) requires a 50/50 
mixture of glycol and H 2 O to keep its cool. 
In practical and physical terms this is 
effected by a relatively unobtrusive radiator 
running forward of the front downtubes, 
with a thermostatically controlled fan 
situated behind it, a reservoir nestling 
remotely adjacent to the off-side rear 
subframe, a temperature gauge stuck in the 
dashboard and miscellaneous switchgear 
located hither and yon. All very dandy, but 
it adds weight: the Ascot is actually three 
kilograms lighter than the VT500E at 
177kg, but still 10kg, lardier than a Morini 
500 Maestro, which admittedly abjures the 
benefit of shaft drive. And what’s more, it 
doesn’t work. 

Once charged with a few litres of fuel, 
the Ascot soon if not erratically fired up 
after its long journey across the high seas 
and eventually settled down to a satisfying 
thrum, which willingly turned into an 
endearing snarl with a quick twist of the wrist. But after four or five minutes I 
noticed the temperature gauge needling into the red-zone with no sign of the 
fan cutting in, and as the bike has yet to scale the obstacles that the DfT has 
erected before it can be registered for use on the Queen’s Highway, and I am 
of course a law abiding citizen, I couldn’t take it for a blast down the lanes 
to see if (a) it shakes up the system and activates the fan, (b) mere airflow 
cools things down, or worst of all (c), it seizes. 

At least the vendor, who struck meduringourverbal and email negotiations 
as a thoroughly decent bloke - he does after all also own a Matchless G85 
and a Seeley G50 replica - provided a pukka Honda workshop manual with 
the bike, which promises hours of fun scouring the many pages dedicated 
to the cooling system and then applying spanners, thermometers and 
multi-meters accordingly. 

But it does rather look like my reservations about liquid-cooling were 
well-founded. And I’m already regretting selling the pick-up that I owned 
back in the late 70s, which was admirably suited to conveying broken-down 
motorbykes back to the homestead. It was a 1967 VW crew-cab transporter. . . 
powered of course by a IGOOcc air-cooled engine. LfUitl 



MARK WILLIAMS 

A LIQUIDITY 
PROBLEM 

The enduring appeal of aulde 
motorbicycles is largely based 
on their inherent simplicity 


After four or five minutes I noticed the temperature gauge needling 
into the red-zone with no sign of the fan cutting in..f 


WHO IS MARK WILLIAMS? 

Williams is a serial motorbicycle magazine junkie, having published, launched and edited Bike, Which Bike? an6 Motorcycle International 
amongst others. Which means he’s tested, ridden and even owned more bikes than is probably good for him 
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ADVANCE TICKETS 
ON SALE NOW! 

FRIDAY: Adults £8, senior 
citizens £7, children U12 £2 
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• BRAND NEW! 

Charterhouse Auction on Friday 
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PETER BEST INSURANCE 


The ^BESTDeal In 
Classic Motorcycle Insurance 

Looking for a NEW policy or just a great 
deal on your RENEWAL^ our Classic 
Motorbike policies deliver exceptional 
cover at very affordable premiums 


Multi-Bike Policies 
Discount for Club Membership 
FREE Breakdown & Recovery 
FREE Agreed Value 

Terms iSc Conditions apply 

PBIS only uses High Quality Insurers. 


Classic Car - Modem Car - Classic 4x4 
Classic Military - Classic Bike - Classic Commercial 




30 YEARS OF QUALITY CLASSIC INSURANCE 

01376 573033 

www.peterbestmsurance.co.uk 

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 
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TROPHY 

LIFE 



Built in Britain and rebuilt in America, Triumph's Trophy 
always made friends wherever it appeared. . . 


WORD AND IMAGES BY BOB CLARKE 


I t’s something of a cliche for men of a certain 
age to muse whimsically about the bikes 
they owned when they were a lad, how they’d 
bought them for less than the price of a 
Burton’s suit and how they wished they’d kept 
hold of them now that their value is on par with a 
Faberge egg. 

Back in the very early Seventies when I was young 
and slim, when fashion sense was dictated by trouser 
width and you could still buy a new 500cc Triumph 
motorcycle for less than £500, I paid £40 for a 1951 
Trophy TR5, just like the one in the photos. 

Well, not quite just like the one in the photos, 
as it came with a fat 16-inch rear wheel, six-inch 
extended fork legs, a pretty reasonable brush-painted 
attempt at a Captain America ‘Easy Rider’ stars 
and stripes paintjob on the minuscule Wassell trials 
tank and a pair of exhaust pipes that, being all of 10 
inches long, produced great tongues of blue flame 
that did their best to burn right through the toe caps 
of my Doc Martens all the way home. 

It also wobbled... a lot. It was a defect in handling 
that wasn’t down to the fat back wheel, the extended 
forks or the fact that my feet were being barbecued 
by the roaring flames from the exhaust pipes. After 
the tiny Wassell tank was removed it transpired the 
previous owner had removed the bit of the frame 
that ran from the nose of the seat to just below the 
headstock and the actual top tube of the frame had 
snapped in two, leaving just the aforementioned 
Wassell tank holding the motorcycle together. 

If I’d known then what I know now. I’d have 
cosseted it away for 30-odd years, rebuilt it back 
to stock spec and sold it for more money than I 
could have possibly dreamed of in 1971. Obviously, 

I didn’t. What I actually did was get some bloke 
with a dodgy stick welder to weld a solid steel bar 
inside the top tube of the frame, stuck a 650 T120 
engine in it and rode it like a lunatic until the frame 
broke again. Then I chucked it away, keeping just 
the engine, gearbox, sprung hub back wheel and 
the front-end, which I relocated into a sturdier rigid 
650 Thunderbird frame (the one with the ‘hole’ in 
the seat tube for the SU carb) of approximately the 
same vintage, that came complete with the original ♦ 
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TRIUMPH TROPHY TR5 



ABOVE; 

Although all-alloy engines 
have a rep for ringing their 
fins, Triumph’s close-pitch 
design Is remarkably quiet In 
use. Detailing Is superb. The 
oil pressure tell-tale has been 
removed, and the rocker feed 
taken from the outlet more 
commonly used for a gauge 

It wouldn’t be a 1950s Triumph 
without a tank rack, so they say 


MAIN: 

Edward Turner understood 
that style sells and he made 
Triumph Into one of the most 
stylish ranges of all time 


petrol tank, seat and rear mudguard, which I also 
chucked away. 

Obviously, someone kept more of the 1951 Trophy 
seen here than I did, because when George Vincensi 
bought this TR5 at Jerry Woods auction in Deland in 
2004 it was almost complete, but wearing the wrong 
exhaust system. Part of the Dick Brown collection, 
the Trophy was one of the bikes in the auction that 
hadn’t been rebuilt by the famous American Triumph 
restorer and came with a few additional original parts, 
such as the engine guard and air filter, which George 
has, but hasn’t fitted on the bike yet. 

Well-known in the USA as an engine tuner, mostly 
with Ducatis and a contemporary of Ducatista Reno 
Leoni in the early days of AMA Superbike racing, 
George built the Ducati V-twin Richard Schlachter 
rode to first place in the Superbike race at Louden, 
New Hampshire, in 1979, a race that also highlighted 
the potential of another Ducati rider, a 17-year-old 


The work took almost a year, although 
as George says, much of the time was 
spent waiting for parts to arrive . , , 


kid called Freddie Spencer who finished fourth. While 
the Italian bikes from Bologna are George’s forte, 
he will also happily turn his hand to making any 
motorcycle go faster, including factory Yamahas and 
the Honda RC30 ridden by five-times AMA Champion 
Mike Baldwin in the 1988 Daytona 200. 

George also worked for Berliner, the USA 
distributor for Ducati, Moto-Guzzi, BMW and 
Zundapp, for many years and owned his own 
motorcycle dealership. George raced in the 1960s, 
making a name for himself aboard Ducati singles, 
and during the Seventies he ran his own race team 
and also managed one of the teams in the 
Anglo-American race series that pitted the top 
American road racers against the best of the Brits. 

After retiring from full-time tuning, George took 
up vintage racing with the newly-formed AHRMA 
(American Historic Racing Motorcycle Association) in 
the late Eighties, on a Ducati naturally, and he likes 
to restore bikes like the ones he had, and wishes he 
had, as a kid. Such as this 1951 TR5. 

George completely rebuilt it and did all of the 
work himself, apart from chroming and pinstriping 
the wheels. The work took almost a year, although as 
George says, much of the time was spent waiting for 
parts and finding an original 20-inch front wheel rim 
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and the correct period tyres that came via the AJS & 
Matchless Owner’s Club in the UK. 

A true perfectionist, George had the chroming 
carried out by America’s top car restoration company, 
the flawless finish on the TR5’s petrol tank achieved 
by filling the pits and small imperfections with solder 
and polishing it to perfection before copper, nickel and 
finally chrome plating. It was not cheap and the high 
cost means that George is their only bike customer, 
but the results speak for themselves. Other parts were 
gleaned at swapmeets, including the genuine Triumph 
tyre pump mounted on the chainguard, for which 
George has been offered $400 by another collector. 

While George ‘found’ this particular TR5 at an 
auction, most of the bikes he restores are trade-ins 
he stashed away when he had his motorcycle shop, 
and despite continually being asked to carry out 
restorations for other people, George only wants to 
work on his own bikes, mostly Italian and pre-unit 
Brits. And while he freely admits that neither are 
the best nor the most reliable bikes in the world, 
George also says that he likes to work on bikes 
that are ‘mechanically interesting’. I called my old 
pre-unit Triumph TR5 many things myself - usually 
when kicking away for half an hour with an oil-filled 
magneto - but never ‘mechanically interesting’. 


ABOVE: 

Wide bars, with few rider 
distractions. The riding 
experience - we find - is 
often improved by fitting as 
many factory-spec parts as 
possible. Triumph had their 
own views on many subjects, 
including handlebar rubbers 
and twistgrips. Finding the 
best parts of all part of the 
builder’s delight, apparently 

The sprung hub is often 
criticised, but works well - 
within its limits -when properly 
set up. And yes, the decal on 
the toolbox is actually from 
a rather later version of the 
Trophy, but suits this one well 


LEFT: 

Like a lot of off-road machines, 
the Trophy is a great 
machine to flick around on 
tarmac. Light, precise and 
with excellent geometry 
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TRIUMPH TROPHY TR5 






















ABOVE: 

Although built entirely for rough 
riding, the TR5 is remarkably 
delicate in its detailing 


PART OF EDWARD Turner’s genius was that he gave 
the customers what they wanted. When the owner 
of Ariel Motorcycles, Jack Sangster, bought Triumph 
in 1936, he moved Turner from Ariel, where he’d 
designed the OHC 500cc Square Four and gave him 
the job of head designer. He also put the autocratic 
Turner in charge as General Manager with the task of 
revitalising the Triumph brand. 

The popular bike in the 1930s was the ‘sporting 
single’ and Triumph was already making them, albeit 
with a less than sporting persona. Triumph’s existing 
range of overhead valve 250, 350 and 500cc singles 
were fast and reliable, but lacklustre enough to be 
lost among the similar offerings from Ariel, BSA, 
Norton, etc. 

Turner already had plans to scrap Val Page’s 650 
twin-cylinder Triumph and replace it with his own 
500cc Speed Twin, but he revamped the existing 
three OHV single cylinder models with a large helping 
of chrome plating on the fuel tanks and headlamps, 
new silver and blue paintwork and race-style high 
level exhaust systems, but his piece de resistance 
was to rename them Tiger 70, 80 and 90 and the 
public lapped them up 

Launched just before the Second World War, 
Triumph’s 500cc Speed Twin and more sporting 
Tiger 100 really came into their own as the future of 
British motorcycling in the immediate post war era. 
But despite Turner’s compact and powerful twins 
making most of the existing singles just so much old 
hat, in off-road competition the slow slog of the 


four-stroke single was still considered superior to the 
higher revving twin, until a trials rider called Jim Alves 
began winning events on a twin-cylinder 350 Triumph. 

Developed from the 3TW that Turner designed for 
military use in 1939 (that would have ‘fought them 
on the beaches’, if the entire production hadn’t been 
destroyed by the Luftwaffe when it bombed the 
Triumph factory), the 350 twin as campaigned by 
Alves was beefed up by fitting a 500cc Speed Twin 
engine featuring the same alloy head and cylinder 
used on the GP racer and used with great success 
by the factory Triumph trials team to win three gold 
medals and the team award in the 1948 Italian ISDT. 

Capitalising on this sporting success, and reflecting 
the team trophy won in Italy earlier in the year, the 
new TR5 Trophy based on the successful trials iron 
was debuted at the prestigious Earl’s Court show in 
1948. Using a short wheelbase lightweight rigid frame 
similar to the pre-war 3TW and the wartime TRW 
twins, the new TR5 had a single carb engine from the 
500cc Speed Twin fitted with modest camshafts, low 
compression pistons and the same coarse-finned alloy 
top-end as the ISDT bikes - a top end that had been 
developed during the war for the generator engine 
used in Lancaster bombers. 

In basic trials trim the engine produced 26bhp, 
weighed in at a little over 300 pounds, including 
the quickly detachable lights, pillion seat and rear 
footrests, was good for 80mph and cost (without the 
new-fangled sprung hub option) a grand total of 195 
pounds, 11 shillings and eight pence. 
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CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: 

The sprung hub was a temporary 
measure, allowing the machine to be 
sprung while retaining the excellent 
rigid frame. Many are those who claim 
that the swinging arm frame was no 
improvement when it appeared 


The primary side is also trad Triumph, 
with a carefully modded primary 
chaincase to suit the left-hand routed 
exhaust. Remote float carb and 
tucked-away CVC unit are both on show 


The $400 tyre pump. Not 
exactly its weight in gold, but 
certainly getting there 


This version of the alloy engine 
has splayed exhaust ports and 
simple, effective exhaust pipe 
attachments. Top end oiling is 
supplied by external pipework and 
drained by external pipework. It 
must have made sense at the time 
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TRIUMPH TROPHY TR5 



The forks have a rep for being 
spindly, the front brake is not 
the fiercest on the planet, but 
they work well together, adding 
to the bike’s excellent balance 


The bike was an immediate success in all forms 
of motorcycle sport, particularly in the USA, where 
overhead valve machinery was limited to 500cc 
when competing against 750cc sidevalves in Class 
C racing and a full range of tuning parts allowed 
owners to make the Trophy faster, slower or more 
tractable - depending on whichever discipline they 
were competing in. 

Despite its success, both on and off-road, the 
TR5 had a couple of problems, both caused by the 
ex-wartime generator top-end. While the coarse 
finning dissipated the heat from the parallel 
exhaust ports okay when the bike was travelling at 
a reasonable speed, the engine overheated when 
ridden slowly in trials-type situations, a problem 
never experienced in its original aircraft generator 
guise as the engine was enclosed in a shrouded box 
and cooled by a fan, a bit like an air-cooled VW. 

The second problem was that compared to the 
Speed Twin and Tiger 100 engines the rough alloy 
square coarse-finned TR5 top-end looked as ugly 


as an Albanian shot-putter. Something not lost 
on Edward Turner, who put pencil to paper and 
designed the beautiful close-finned splayed port 
alloy head and cylinder that replaced the ugly kid 
Joe square top-end in 1951. 

More efficient cooling also allowed the 
compression ratio on the TR5 to be upped from 
4.5:1 to a heady 6:1. Minor changes were made to 
the TR5 Trophy during the next few years, but not 
a lot - why spoil a good thing? - the big change 
coming in 1955 with a new swinging arm frame, big- 
bearing crankcases and a 33bhp bodycount thanks 
to the same 8:1 compression pistons as the TIOO. 

But by 1958 the cards were on the table for 
Triumph’s 500cc pre-unit twins and the TR5, along 
with the 5T, were discontinued with the TIOO going 
to the wall a year later. The rigid TR5s with the 
close-pitched alloy engine, produced from 1951 to 
1955, are however, without a doubt, one of the 
best-looking and most sought-after motorcycles 
Triumph ever produced. SUB 








LOOK OUT FOR NEW WEBSITE ARRIVING SOON 


DISTRIBUTION 




0870 122 0214 




MAIL ORDLK 

WORLDWIDE 

Est1966 

B5AfMT5 

BSA 

A7 

A7 Shooting Star 
A10 

A10 Golden Flash 
A10 Road Rocket 
AlO Super Rocket 
A10 Super Flash 
A10 Rocket Gold 
Star 
ASQ 

ASQR Royal Star 
ASOC Cyclone 
ASOW Wasp 
k%% 

A6S Star Twin 
AdSL Lightning 
A6SR Rocket 
AfiST Thunderboit 
A6SH Hornet 
A65S Spitfire 
A&SF Firebird 
Scrambler 
8 Series 
(4 stroke single 
cylinder) and $4 
stroke twin) 

B2S Fleet Star 
B2S Starfire 
B2S Barracuda 
B2S SS Gold Star 


UK DELIVERY NEXT DAY 
ALL PARTS AVAILABLE 
For Restorations - Repairs 


BS3 

B34 Gold Star 
e40SS0Star 
B40 SS90 
(Sports Star SO) 
WOB40 
(Army B40) 

B44 

B44 Victor 
B44SS Shooting 
Star 

B44R Victor 

Roadster 

BSC 

B50SS Gold Star 
SCO 
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(2-^stroke single 
cylirsder. BSA 
Bantam) 

D1 - DS - D5 
D7 - Die 
D14/4 
B175 
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T90 S50CC 
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T100A 
T100SS 
TIOOS Tiger 
Sports 

T1C0R Paytona 
SOOcc 

Tno Tiger SSOcc 
TR5T Adventurer^ 
Trophy Trail 500cc 
TR25W Trophy 
250 25CCC 
TlOQC Trophy 
SOOcc 

TB6 Trophy SSOcc 
Trophy 6C Trophy 
S50CC 

TR7V Tiger 750cc 

Tiger Cub 20Occ 

SSOcc 

Thru Mt on 

Bonneville 

Ti40 Bor^neviile 

7S0CC 


TT20 Bonneville 
T140D Bonneville 
Special 7S0CC 
T140VifTSS 750CC 
T140E 750CC 
Triumph Ti40TSX 
Bonneville 
Executive 
TrlurtiphTRfiS 
Thunderbird SSDcc 
TR7T Tiger Trail 
7SCcc 

IR65T Tiger Trail 
650CC 

T140LE Royal 
Wedding 
Bonneville 75(>cc 
T14CJ Bonneville 
Silver Jubilee 
750CC 

T140AV,TR7AV, 

TSSAV 

TR7VS Tiger Electro 
T14CES Bonneville 
Electro 

TR6 Thunderbird 

COOcc 

TSKB 

Triples 

T1S0 m% mi 

T1 50V 1971, 1974 
K7S1973 
T1 60 1975 
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WE ARE A SHOP FIRST AND FOREMOST 


AUTO ELECTRIC SUPPLIES LTD 

Fast Mail Order Service 
Order Online or by Phone 

01584 819552 


www.autoelectricsuppljes.co.uk 

FREE iOO page catalogue avaiiabie 







MOTORCYCLE GOGGLES! 


Mark 9 Racing ■ 


A selection of ovey a IninAreiJ cfojssic 
efr Jityle MorotY!yc!fi Goggi&s 

British Made Halcyon 
Italian Made Nannini 
USA made Bobsters 


- Mark 9 Deluxe 



THE ULTIAAATE BAR END MIRRORS! 

Halcvoft Nar-eftti mmrirs arn? rhefine.'it quaftf}> 
classic iJioforcycie mirrors avaiiabie, made fo 
lasf a Hfetime ihey are a testament to British 
engfiwermg. 


• Higlily Polished Stairless Steel 

• Domed swivel action on head 

• Spring tepsioneef ratchet 
action at base 

• New angled sleeve 
handlebar fitting 

• Fits on either side 
REDESIGNED TO FIT ALL 

7/8 to 1 Inch Bars 

Inside Dla) 


Orders are usually dispatched within 2 working days and are sent by Royal Mail 
recorded delivery, postage charges; Goggles - £3.95 • Bar-End Mirrors - £4.95. 
Payment made with Vise/Mastercard or by cheque - payable to HDM Itd. 
Orders can be placed by post, phone or online. 

Order online for discounts A 


TEL; 01992 537546 


www.classiGpartsltd.com 


UNIT 6, HERTFORD TRADING ESTATE, CAXTON HILL, HERTFORD, HERTS SGI 3 7NE 
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TT-WINNING ABUS NORTON NRS588 RACER 





Gone But Not 

FORGOTTEN 

It a peculiar time for A'orfon. Its rotuiy r€}ad 
bikes sold poorly\ while its race bikes captured 
the imag ination of race fims everywhere. Itsjinest 
hour was arguably the 1992 Senior TT... 

WORDS BY ALAN CATHCART. PHOTOS BY KYOlCHl NAKAMURA 



XT-WINNING ABUS NORTON NRS588 IU\CER 



M ore than two decades on, 
the magtc of it all stti! thrills the 
spirit - especially in the memory of 
those privileged to have witnessed 
it personally. The closest, fastest, 
most exciting and most enthralling Isle of Man Senior 
TT ever run resulted in a long-awaited a 1 1- British 
victory for super-Scot Steve Htslop and the Norton 
NRS588 rotary, painted an unaccustomed white 
to reflect the support of Steve's personal sponsor 
ABUS, the security equipment company, rather than 
the more usual black ot Norton's mainland cigarette 
sponsors, John Player Special. 

The JPS management must have kicked 
themselves when they heard the result for failing to 
find the extra budget to support Norton's quixotic, 


shoestring assault on Japanese supremacy in the 
world's oldest and most famous road race, one that 
Norton hadn't won since 1961. Back then the Senior 
TT was confined to 500cc GP racers, and a spotty 
kid named Mike Hailwood brought his single-cylinder 
Manx home first after the all-conquering MV Agustas 
uncharacteristically self-destructed. Laudable as 
Mike the Bike's win was (and both he and Derek 
Minter lapped at over lOOmph for the first time ever 
on single-cylinder machines), Norton got that win by 
default - something you could never accuse Hislop of 
doing this time around. 

To win the 1992 Senior TT, Hislop had not only 
to contend with the perennial Honda threat, led by 
factory-supported Honda Britain riders Phil McCallen 
and TT maestro Joey Dunlop, but with another 


TOP & BOTTOM 
One rotary racer, ready to race 
- and the same machine with 
the bodywork revealed to show 
the mechanicals. Side right... 
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graduate - like himself - of the Honda school of TT 
talent, former TT FI World champion and future 
four-time World Superbike champion Carl Fogarty, 
who later that same year would clinch the World 
Endurance title on a Kawasaki. Only, like Hislop, 

Carl wasn’t riding a Honda this time, either, nor a 
Kwacker- but instead an OW 01 Yamaha, with lots 
of trick parts sourced from the factory race shop. 
And of course, there was always Joey Dunlop’s kid 
brother Robert - Hislop’s Norton teammate, riding a 
rotary racer in JPS colours that he’d leased for the 
event, thus giving the cigarette company a free ride 
in terms of exposure, since he didn’t figure it was 
worth repainting the bodywork. Not an easy race to 
win, this one... 

So it proved. The pace was electrifying from the 


TOP & BOTTOM 

From the left, then. Stripping 
off the bodywork reveals what 
a small machine this is 


start, with the lead seesawing between Fogarty and 
Hislop, neither of them ever more than eight seconds 
ahead of the other on corrected time throughout the 
six-lap race. 

The ABUS Norton rider lost time at his second 
fuel stop, with a filler cap that wouldn’t close, leaving 
him three seconds behind the Yamaha at Glen Helen 
on the penultimate lap. But a superhuman effort 
saw him retake the lead by six seconds starting 
the final 37.73-mile lap, in which both riders broke 
the outright lap record, with Fogarty leaving it at 
123.61mph to close to just 4.4 secs. But it wasn’t 
enough - and Norton had won its first loM TT race 
since 1973, when Peter Williams took victory in 
the F750 race on the monocoque JPN, defeating 
Jack Findlay’s Suzuki triple in a race that was much 
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more comparable with Hislop’s great victory than 
Hailwood's '61 Senior win. 

Indeed, Norton's TT victory was achieved totally 
against the odds, judging by the rotary racer's 
performance at the NW200 two weeks earlier in 
the hands of Hislop and Robert Dunlop, where the 
Norton team led by Barry Symmons blew up no less 
than 10 motors, five per rider, all of which had to 
be rebuilt before heading to the Island. "We were 
using the North West as a practice session for the 
TT/' says Symmons, "but the engines kept on seizing 
because we were experimenting with jetting to try 
to get them to run lean enough to do two laps at 
the TT with the maximum 24 litres of fuel we were 
allowed to carry. The rotaries really drank petrol, 
so it amounted to trial and error to get the jetting 
right, without it either seizing or running out of fuel." 
Indeed, in the Formula 1 race at the start of TT Week, 


TOP LEF'T TO RIGHT 
The rotormotor \s a physically 
small device; the complete 
absence of pistons and 
valvegearand their drives 
ensures that. The vi/a ter pump 
is mounted on the rotor shafts 
while the oil pump is driven 
from the gearbox and Is 
mounted outside the clutch. 
Primary drive is by belt 

A vieiw from the driveside reveals 
the 3ort-of external flywheel, 
alternator and ignition trigger, 
as well as a glEmpse at the 
remarkable exhaust plumbing 

Rotary engines aren't particularly 
frugal devices, thriving on 
revs and a decent rate of 
fuel flow. Big carbs. Also 
visible are the twin mounts 
for the rear suspension 


Robert Dunlop's JPS-liveried Rotary racer seized 
thanks to being jetted too lean, while Hislop's ABUS 
bike ran way too hot, causing the team to waste time 
In the pits removing the front mudguard. Even so, he 
still only finished runner-up to McCallen's Honda by 
just 12 seconds - so without that extra long pit stop, 
he just might have won... 

So for the Senior race Norton fitted a separate 
third float chamber to the Keihin flatslides, in order 
to increase the fuel supply to the motor, and also 
maxed out the jetting to 240, compared to the 
210s used before. That meant the engine ran 
cooler, but they also dropped the compression ratio 
slightly, fitted a smaller nozzle to the exhaust ejector 
system on the Micron exhaust to draw more cooling 
air through the centre of the engine between the 
rotor housings, and left the front mudguard off for 
the Senior race. Some extra vents in the fairing and 
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ABOVE & RIGHT 

Thai doubfed-up rmonoshock 
arrangement, It works, 
so says Sir Alar 


LEFT 

Alan Cathcart and Ron 
Hasiam having a bit of 
a tussle, both of them 
on racing rotaries 



internal ducting maximised the flow of cooling air 
to the outside of the engine, while to leave nothing 
to chance, they also used a front tyre with a softer 
construction, to improve flexibility and minimise the 
chance of heat transfer rearwards. It all worked - and 
with a master craftsman of the TT Course at the 
controls in the shape of Steve Hislop, the Norton 
team achieved the victory they and every Britbike fan 
in the world had been praying they’d earn. 

Still, it didn’t earn them the acclaim they'd 
expected back home at the Norton factory in 
Shenstone. ' By that time there was already a fair 
amount of unpleasantness within Norton," says Barry 
Symmons. "The chaps on the factory floor were 
thrilled to bits about our win, but believe it or not 
nobody on the management side ever congratulated 
a single person in the race team on our victory. Just 
amazing/' Perhaps inevitably, at the end of the 
season the Norton team was disbanded when the 
parent factory slipped into insolvency. 

Snetterton is a poor substitute for the Mountain 
course, but then it’s better than Mallory, where I’d 
previously tested the 1991 Norton NRS588, in terms 
of sampling a bike that will clock close on 190mph in 
a straight line. So when Norton team manager Barry 
Symmons invited me to sample Hislop's TT-winning 
bike - complete with engraved plaque to prove it was 
The One - at the Norfolk circuit, it gave me a chance 
to keep my Norton rotary education properly up to 
date. Having ridden each version of the rotary racer, 
during the years it had progressed from an 
after-hours pet project for Brian Crighton, the man 
who first gave the rotary wings, to a full-on works 
race effort with tobacco sponsorship and high-profile 



TV coverage. I’d been able to appreciate how much 
had been achieved on resources that would barely 
keep SOOcc GP teams in tyres for a full season. And 
with phenomena! success, too, for Norton won the 
British Superbike title in 1989 with Steve Spray, 
repeated the feat the following year with Trevor 
Nation and then finished second in the Supercup 
series in 1991 with star recruit Ron Haslam who, 
fresh from 500GP racing, set lap records galore 
with the new Harris-built, Ron Williams-designed 
Maxton chassis. 

Norton returned to GP racing officially for the first 
time in four decades when permitted by the FIM to 
race the rotary in the British 500GP at Donington, 
then in 1992 it reached the pinnacle of success 
with Steve Hisfop's victory in the Senior TT, matched 
by Robert Dunlop’s win later that year in the Ulster 
GP - Norton's first victory at Dundrod in almost 
three decades. Even Norton's rivals, or those who 
denigrated the rotary engine concept, had to admit 
this was quite a record, especially considering the 
dire financial straits of the parent company during 
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Rotaries Ride Again 

NORTON’S ROTARY RACING 
efforts of the late 1980s and 
early 90s were undeniably 
audaeious and ambitious, 
doubly so given the innovative 
engineering involved and the 
uneertain state of the firm’s 
finanees. 

Their sueeess on traek, 
espeeially on the Isle of Man, 
gave the bikes and their 
riders superstar status, whieh 
inspires enthusiasts to this day. 
The sight of a single rotary 
raeebike being fired up is the 
highlight of many major events, 
and erowds gather whenever 
one of the surviving works 
maehines is wheeled out. 

So imagine the impaet at the 
Manx Glassie TT this August, 
when 15 - yes, 15 - raeing 
rotary Nortons take to the 
Mountain eireuit. It’s rare 
enough to see one rotary let 
loose on a raeetraek. In an 



extraordinary effort, almost 
as ambitious as raeing the 
maehines in the first plaee, 
the National Motoreyele 
Museum will reunite their 
treasured eolleetion of works 
raeers with many of their 
original riders. All 15 bikes are 
seheduled to take to the traek 
for a ‘Norton, the rotary years’ 
parade lap on Saturday, August 
29. It’s not a raee, obviously... 
but Team NMM Raeing, aided 
by Brian Grighton, have 
earefully prepped the bikes, 
whieh will be piloted by the 
likes of Trevor Nation, Steve 
Spray, John MeGuinness and 
William Dunlop, standing for 
his father Robert. Somehow, 
we suspeet that none of the 
riders will be taking things 
easy. 

There will be another 
ehanee to see the bikes in 
aetion as part of the VMGG’s 
Festival of Jurby on Sunday, 
August 30. They’ll also be on 
statie display in the Pop- 
Up Museum for the whole 
of the Glassie TT festival, 
aeeompanied by another 15 
Norton works raeers, dating 
baek to the ‘Rem Fowler 


Norton’, a faithful tribute to 
the twin that won the first-ever 
Manx TT baek in 1907. 

For many speetators, 
however, the highlight of the 
festival will be the Formula 
1 Glassie TT raee on Monday, 
August 31. That’s when 
William Dunlop will ride 
one of the museum’s original 
rotary raeers from the 1992 
British ehampionship season 
- the year when Steve Hislop 
won the Senior TT against the 
might of the works Yamaha 
ridden by Garl Fogarty. Says 


Dunlop: “With my father’s 
history on the bike this was 
too good an opportunity to 
turn down. It was his favourite 
bike as it was a real ehallenge 
to ride and the Isle of Man will 
be a great plaee to raee it. The 
Glassie TT is now my favourite 
meeting of the year so I’m 
partieularly exeited to be on 
the rotary Norton.” 

If you’re on the Isle of 
Man for the Glassie TT then 
you’re in for a onee in a 
lifetime treat. See national 
motoreyelemuseum.eo.uk 
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most of this time, thanks to the depredations of the 
smart suit brigade who milked it dry of vital cash. 

Sadly, had I but known it, my ride on Hislop’s 
TT-winner was a farewell to arms, for straight after 
my test the bike travelled to the National Motorcycle 
Museum in Birmingham where it now resides, a 
museum piece that should have been swooping 
round the Island the following June, to wave the 
British flag in an effort to repeat its 1992 Senior TT 
victory, if only Norton could have found the resources 
to continue racing in the Isle of Man, as it did on 
short circuits. But it didn’t, so instead, look at these 
photos and remember the way it was all those years 
ago, while we take a lap or two round Snetterton on 
Steve’s Senior-winning mount. 

Compared to Ron Haslam’s short-circuit bike, 
which I also rode the same day at Snetterton, the 
Hislop machine couldn’t be more different. Even with 
the settings he used in the loM only approximated 
for Snetterton, it was like the difference between a 
GP racer and a (very powerful!) street bike. Haslam’s 
Norton felt taut, low-slung and compact, with hard 
suspension and a ground-hugging ride height, as well 
as a distinct forward weight bias that had the rear 
wheel waving in the air everywhere I used the very 
effective front brake cocktail of 310mm iron PVM 
discs mated to AP four-piston callipers to anything 
like max effect. It felt what it was: a rotary racer set 
up like a 500GP bike for a rider who’d spent the 
past decade riding such machines on purpose-built 
circuits at the highest level. 

“To be honest, the first time I rode the Norton in 
TT practice, I thought I’d made a terrible mistake,” 
Steve Hislop once told me ruefully. “The way Ron 
had it set up was completely unsuitable for the Island, 
and it was actually quite a battle to persuade the 
team it had to be altered very drastically in terms of 
handling to make it rideable at race-winning speeds 
there. But I got my way in the end - just as well, 
really!” 

Too right. Basically, Steve needed the bike set up 
with much softer suspension settings, and a higher 
ride height, which you noticed immediately you 
sat on his Norton in the pits - it was measurably 
taller off the ground, with a softer ride and more 
suspension travel, than Haslam’s short circuit racer. 
With a 50mm longer wheelbase than the ’91 version 
of the same Maxton chassis, it was also much more 
stable round fast sweepers like Snetterton’s Coram 
Curve (or the 33rd Milestone on the TT Course), at 
the expense of some understeer in slower corners 
with the power on - although the more conservative 
23.5° head angle Steve had opted for (vs. 22° on 
Ron’s bike) surely had something to do with this. On 
the other hand, the longer wheelbase also meant it 
didn’t wheelie quite as easily out of turns as the other 
bike, and traction was better out of slower turns like 
the Snetterton chicane under something approaching 
full power. Parliament Square, Ramsey Hairpin, 
Waterworks, the Gooseneck - all easy meat for the 
ABUS Norton in TT-mode, especially with that lovely, 
linear power delivery from the twin-rotor engine. 

However, another factor in the improved traction 
may well have been the auxiliary damper unit that 
Maxton’s Ron Williams had grafted onto the modified 
Koni rear shock for 1992. “The problem was the 



TT-WINNING ABUS NORTON NRS588 RACER 



inherent surge of the rotary engine running on a 
closed throttle/’ explained Ron. “The engine speed 
varies, which loads the gearbox and winds up the rear 
shock, then unloads it again. By using an additional 
damper unit that comes into play after about 40mm 
of travel on the main shock (which can run a lighter, 
more sensitive spring as a result), we can control 
this unusual problem. On a bumpy circuit, too, the 
second damper comes in earlier to stop the rear end 
squatting too much, which improves traction, so 
there’s a double benefit.” 

The system worked well out of the chicane at 
Snetterton, or the Esses, where you’re using hard 
acceleration in a low gear - but it must really have 
come into its own in the Island over the bumpier 
sections, especially when taking a fast turn on a 
closed or trailing throttle, where the rotary engine’s 
traditional hunting trait might upset the traction. The 
suspension also seemed very sensitive, in spite of 
being softly sprung, and this could have been be due 
to the auxiliary damper system - I could actually feel 
the surface ripples left by the cars in Riches, as the 
rear wheel moved smoothly over them without chatter. 
Haslam’s bike didn’t like the dip on the exit there at 
all, shaking its head every lap as the stiffer forks got 
upset at having to cope with what by TT standards 
was just a wee bump! Hislop’s softer-sprung bike just 
took it all in its stride, with just a slight dip and dive 
as the White Power upside down forks did their job. 
Following Japanese Supermono ace Shinichiro Ohura 
on the Haslam Norton through there on his guest test 
ride for the JPS team confirmed the difference in 
behaviour between the two bikes. Horses for courses. 

However, different as the two set-ups were, 
both Nortons had one thing in common; the twin- 
rotor engine’s liquid-smooth power delivery and 
unbelievably meaty torque at almost any point in the 
revband. It was surely one of the great motorcycle 
power units of its era in racing form, and as effective 


as the similar but two-thirds as powerful engine in 
the FI Sport road bike was frankly underwhelming 
by comparison. Barry Symmons’ team refined the 
engine considerably during the 1992 season, fitting 
bigger 37mm Keihin flatslides, which gave a very 
immediate but still controllable response, and helped 
unlock the waves of torque in the motor at almost 
any point between 6000 rpm and the 11,500 rpm 
appointment with the rev-limiter. 

The biggest difference, though, was the power 
delivery, which although power rose to 147bhp at 
10,000 rpm for 1992, was indeed actually more 
linear and progressive than on the ’91 bike, which 
was much more peaky than previous rotary racers, 
in an effort to wrest more Japanese-beating power 
out of the engine. This must again have made a 
big difference to TT performance, coupled with the 
crisp carburation and improved throttle response 
offered by the Keihins compared to the Amals fitted 
to previous rotaries I’d tried. Just twist the wrist at 
almost any revs in almost any gear and the Norton 
delivered. What a great Island engine. 

Because it was fast, too - very fast. As luck would 
have it, I spent half a dozen laps running with Rob 
McElnea on his Loctite Yamaha OW 01 Superbike, 
presumably not too far removed from Carl Fogarty’s 
TT bike in terms of performance, and the Norton just 
romped away from the Yamaha down the straights. It 
was an educational comparison. “You can see what 
we’re up against,” said Rob afterwards. “I couldn’t 
stay with you in a straight line, because the Norton 
really packs a punch out of turns and weighs about 
BOIbs less than our bikes. That’s a big advantage!” 

The British bike also, in contrast to 1991, had a 
gearbox that worked. This was the six-speeder lifted 
straight from the FZRIOOO Yamaha, mated to a 
Gates Kevlar toothed-belt primary drive to deliver 
a smooth, precise change that allowed you to ride 
the bike like a two-stroke if you wanted (and as Ron 


ABOVE 

Tussles can continue for 
quite a time, we're told... 
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Haslam certainly did!), by standing on the brakes 
and zapping down two or three gears at a time with 
the clutch home in a way that would have been 
unthinkable with the harsh-shifting, semi-vintage, 
five-speed Triumph box fitted previously* You did 
need to be very precise using the lever, though, else 
it was too easy to get a false neutral. But with zero 
engine braking on a rotary engine, two-stroke style, 
this was certainty the approved manner of riding the 
ABUS Norton, especially as the only disconcerting 
thing I found about the engine's behaviour was its 
very high idle speed. This combined with the hunting 
effect of the rotary engine to make the engine run on 
into slow turns, so ! sometimes ended up missing the 
apex. Holding the clutch in seemed to be the best 
way of coping, but Ron Haslam had a better idea: "I 
don't like that either/' he agreed, "so what 1 do is use 
the back brake to lock the rear wheel when I have tt 
off the deck under braking. That stops the engine! 
Then, when the wheel comes down again, it restarts 
OK “ but you've not been pushed past the apex of 
the corner by the engine running on. It's definitely the 
best way to solve that problem." Thanks, Ron - but 
I'm not sure I’m expert enough to try that! 

Eighteen years after that Snetterton test, I was 
asked to ride the Senior TT-winning NRS58S ABUS 
Norton once again, demonstrating it for the National 
Motorcycle Museum at Donington Park's big 2010 
International Historic race meeting in company with 
Trevor Nation, Terry Rymer and the rest of the rotary 
racers on the actual bikes they raced back then* I 
was honoured to be standing in for Steve Hislop, 
sadly no longer with us after his tragic 2003 death in 
a helicopter crash* I couldn't help but think back to 
the year before he passed away, when I'd interviewed 


BELOW 

The stuff hislorys made of... 


the 11-tlme TT race-winner about his Senior TT 
victory on the Norton, on the 10th anniversary of 
his win. 

"I've been fortunate to have a lot of success in 
the Island, but that race on the Norton was the best 
one I ever had there," said Steve. "Carl was such 
a determined competitor and I knew he'd not stop 
trying till the very last yard of the very last lap. I 
wasn't sure I'd be racing in the TT that year till right 
at the last minute, when ABUS came up with the 
cash to fund Norton bringing a bike over for me. We 
finished second in the Formula 1 race at the start of 
the week and that proved the rotary could last the 
distance. But in the Senior race, which is the one you 
really want to win, I had a problem closing the filler 
cap at my second pit stop. I just put my head down 
and went for it and managed to just edge Carl on 
corrected time at the end. 

“We never saw each other during the race, because 
i started no. 19 and he was up at the front (Fogarty 
started no.4 - AC), so signals were vital and I owe my 
win to the people around the course who kept me in 
the picture with what was happening on time. If not 
for them. I'd have had no clue how I was doing and 
how a win was still on the cards. V6 never ridden so 
hard in the !sle of Man as I did in that race - and I 
never did again!" 

That was the rotary Norton's final appearance in 
the Isle of Man for 17 years, until Michael Dunlop's 
ill-fated attempt to race one for Norton's new owner 
Stuart Garner in 2009. But thanks to ABUS, Steve 
Hislop ended his TT career on the highest note 
possible in 1992 - and Norton could remind us that 
it is still, as its company slogan used to say, Simply 
Unapproachable. Well, by 4,4 seconds, anyway... HUB 
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and Trials Bikes 
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[ Norton Commando 750 & 850 MK II 


Bteept Mk 3 and 750 Fastbadc with distritxitor 


wait. 

Commando ap- 
start conversion 
finally brings it to life at the touch of a button... 
the one Norton put there in 1969, 

On safe onfy through 
our authorised 
distributors. 

Contact us for fist. 
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— www.aUon-france.com 
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...For A Purr- feet Mirror Finish! 



4” X 1” Restoration Kit 15 pc kit 
£39.99 + p&p 



# ® 0 



4” X 1/2 Restoration Kit 13 pc kit 
£23.99 + p&p 



4” X 1” General Polishing Kit 
9 pc kit £19.99 + p&p 





6” X 1” Restoration Metal, Bench 
Grinder Conversion Kit, Spindles 
12.7 mm 27 pc £69.99 + p&p 


6” X 1” General Metal Polishing, Bench 8” x 1” General Metal Polishing, 
Grinder Conversion Kit - Spindles Bench Grinder Conversion Kit - 
12.7 mm 11 pc ....£29.99 + p&p Spindles 16mm 11pc.£39.99 + p&p 



Satin Finishing 
Mops 

6” X 3 discs 
(set of 3) Coarse - 
Medium - Fine 
£15.00 + p&p 


8” X 1” 

Restoration Metal, 
Bench Conversion 
Kit - Spindles 
16mm 17 pc. 
£79.99 + p&p 




4” X 1/2 set 6 mop 
+ 3 Bolts + 3 
polish 12 pc kit 
£15.95 + p&p 
(either have 4” x 
1/2” on Bolt or 4” 
X 1” on Bolt) 


4” X 1” Restoration 
Metal Polishing Kit 
+ Dollies mops - 2 
Spindles for hand 
Drill. 26 pc. 

£49.50 + p&p 



CHECK OUR WEBSITE www.perfectpolishingkits.com 


Overseas 

enquiries 

welcome 


Unit 4 Carlyon Road, Atherstone, Warwickshire CVS 1JE 

Tel/Fax: 01827 717606 

www.perfectpolishingkits.com 
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MATCHLESS/NORTON DELIGHT 



S ometime last year it became apparent that 
my friends regarded me as a fossil. My 
bike was the oldest in the group and when 
anybody asked if I’d thought about having 
a change, getting something newer or 21st 
century, I would stare at them in bemusement. 

Why? My bike isn’t that old - a classic maybe, but 
not vintage. 

It has disc brakes and 12 volt electrics, winkers 
- sorry, turn signals - and an electric starter. It’s 
reliable - it starts, goes and stops as well as any 
bike I’ve ever owned. It’s probably the best bike I’ve 
ever had. 

No, the bike’s just fine. I may be prehistoric, but 
the bike’s just fine. 

Or maybe it wasn’t any more. Maybe I was out of 
touch. Maybe I should take a look around at what 
was currently cutting the mustard in motorcycling 
terms and reassess my point of view. 

Rocking up (he talks the talk, but can he walk the 
walk?) at a local ‘bike night’ venue, I was determined 
to absorb the ambience of the here and now. No 
more pining for my AlO or G80, here was row upon 
row of cutting-edge two-wheeled techno-wizardry. I 
would immerse myself in YZ-Rs and ZX-Rs, GiX-ers 
and FiX-ers and Moulinex mixers. After all, I watch 
Moto GP on the TV. I know which bikes are the 
Hondas and which are the Yamahas. I can tell the 
difference between a Ducati Desmosedici and a 
satellite Promac whatchamacallit. I should be up to 
speed in no time. 

Just 15 minutes later I was standing in the queue 
for a hot dog, my mind spinning and my eyes glazed. 
It had become clear very rapidly that I hadn’t the 
faintest idea where to start or what to look for. But 
salvation was at hand - a deep growl followed by 
a couple of crisp barks from an extremely loud 
exhaust pipe announced the arrival of something that 
appealed immediately to my primordial senses and I 
abandoned the queue to satisfy my curiosity. 

Parked in a corner generally reserved for old dogs 
and late arrivals was a thing of beauty. “What’s a 
Munch Matchless?” I heard somebody ask. Good 
question. Here was a Matchless single-cylinder 
engine in a Norton Featherbed frame, Roadholder 
front forks with - just a minute, is that really a FriedI 
Munch front brake, the sort I’d only ever seen once 
before on a 1200cc four-cylinder Munch Mammoth? 
Yes, indeed it was. 

The few people who came to look the bike over 
had drifted away by the time the owner returned. 


ABOVE: 

Norton’s own single engine 
carries its magneto behind 
the barrel, the Matchless in 
front. Fitting the magneto in 
front of the engine and behind 
the frame tubes without 
having the engine a long 
way back is not too easy 


RIGHT: 

Deep breathing is provided by 
a Mk2 Concentric. The method 
of mounting is exquisite 


BELOW RIGHT: 

The cover suggests that the 
gearbox is a Matchless item, 
but inside the casings live 
Norton Commando internals 
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clutching a glass of beer. It transpired that Dave 
Vaughan was not only the bike’s owner, but also 
the creator of this intriguing machine. It had taken 
him, at a guess, around two years to finally put it all 
together, but many of the parts had been acquired 
over a much longer period of time, either from mates 
or from regular visits to autojumbles. Like so many of 
us, Dave has an eye for something ‘that might come 
in handy’ one day, and being a compulsive specials 
builder he likes to keep things on the shelf for when 
that day arrives. 

That’s how he came by the front wheel with the 
ventilated twin-leading shoe brake, which looked so 
impressive on a stall at Netley Marsh that he had to 
get it. “A few of the spokes were loose but I didn’t 
think much of it until I discovered that some of the 
spoke holes in the hub had worn - and that the hub 
was made from magnesium. I was lucky to find a 
local company that could weld a repair, otherwise 
it would have been a rather expensive mantelpiece 
trophy rather than an extremely impressive 
front brake.” 

So why a Matchless engine in a Featherbed frame? 
Why a cafe racer when there are so many styles of 
bike to choose from these days? What motivated the 
project in the first place? 

Going back a fair few years, Dave and his mates 
were ton-up boys who lusted after BSA Gold Stars 
and fashioned their road bikes along the lines of 
racers. It was the era of clip-ons and rear-sets, big 
tanks and small seats. His personal heroes were 
specials builder Dennis Jones, the Rolls-Royce 
engineer who designed and built his own racing 


RIGHT: 

The primary drive is by belt 
to a Norton racing clutch. 

There has been some 
consideration of lightness 


motorcycles and German sidecar ace Helmut Path. 

Jones began racing motorcycles before the 
Second World War, but seeking a competitive edge 
he poured his talents into creating, from scratch, a 
supercharged flat-four two-stroke, several 250cc 
double overhead camshaft vertical twins and finally, 
in the 1950s, a twin overhead camshaft four-cylinder 
with his own frame, wheels and carburettors. After 
a bad crash at Mallory Park, Jones sidelined the 
four project to concentrate on the design of a 250cc 
single-cylinder. Nevertheless, he continued racing 
into the 1960s before retiring to establish a business 
making invalid cars in Long Eaton, Derbyshire. 

Track success may have eluded Dennis Jones, but 
sidecar racer Helmut Path was well known for his 
exploits on the Isle of Man, first on a BMW-powered 
outfit of his own design and later on a machine 
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MATCHLESS/NORTON DELIGHT 


i 


The Matchless scrambles 
single engine appears to fit into 
Norton’s frame easily... but 
the reality is a little different 


with his own four-cylinder URS powerplant. After a 
successful start in which he won the 1960 Sidecar 
World Championship, Path’s racing career faltered 
following a crash at the Nurburgring that cost the life 
of his passenger, Alfred Wohlgemuth. It took him the 
best part of a year to recover and initially he returned 
to motorcycle sport as an engine tuner. 

Path-prepared machines proved so successful that 
when he was ready to race again BMW turned down 
his request for a factory ride out of pique. Undaunted, 
he designed and built his URS outfit (named after his 
hometown of Ursenbach) powered by a 500cc 
four-cylinder, eight-valve, double overhead camshaft 
motor with which he won the Sidecar World 
Championship in 1968. 

Just to prove what a small world this is. Path 
teamed up with PriedI Munch to create the solo 
Munch URS featuring a Rickman chassis. The bike 
won the 1970 Austrian Grand Prix on its first outing 
and claimed fourth place in the German Grand Prix 
at Hockenheim that same year. So now you know 
what got Dave Vaughan mainlining on specials. Small 
enterprises taking on the world or, as Dave puts it: 
“Men in sheds who created wonderful machines.” 


“A motor with the legendary bottom-end punch 
of the all-alloy G80 could, apparently, be 
coaxed to top speeds in excess of 130mph!” 


Back in his own shed he had a wideline 
Peatherbed frame that is as good a start as any for a 
special builder and reading about one man’s success 
with a pushrod Matchless single-cylinder engine in 
20 years of short circuit racing and nine rides in the 
Manx Grand Prix convinced him that AMC scrambler 
power was the way to fill the gap between the 
frame tubes. 

A motor with the legendary bottom-end punch 
of the all-alloy G80 could, apparently, be coaxed to 
top speeds in excess of ISOmph. The tuner/builder/ 
racer in question was Aj ay- Mate hi ess guru Ken De 
Groome, who had been clocked at 134mph past the 
Highlander on the Isle of Man. What’s more, Ken 
offered a tuning service, advice and a list of special 
parts to anybody wishing to emulate his success. The 
only problem was that Dave didn’t have an engine. 

Undaunted, he continued to trawl autojumbles for 
likely parts. A set of short Roadholder forks with an 
alloy top yoke came from Stafford and a short-circuit, 
three-gallon petrol tank turned up at Kempton Park. 
And then, by a stroke of pure luck, a G80CS engine 
and gearbox arrived on his doorstep - well almost. 
British bike and Pre-65 Scrambles specialists Nobby 
Clarke Motorcycles in nearby Holt, Wiltshire, had 
taken delivery of some ex-South African police 
machinery, including an all-alloy G80 motor with 
an alternator crankshaft. Some things were clearly 
meant to be. 

The motor proved to be in an extremely good 
condition and so Dave wasted no time in contacting 
Ken De Groome (ken.degroome@btinternet.com) to 
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discuss his requirements. Ken had shortened the 
stroke on his racing engine by two inches by fitting 
a Carillo conrod made for the ohc Matchless G50 
motor and modifying the cylinder barrel and pushrods 
to suit. Dave wanted to retain the long stroke of the 
original G80, opting for the appropriate Carillo rod 
and also to retain the hairpin pattern valve springs 
AMC had used. 

Whereas Ken had left the flywheels unmodified to 
prevent his motor spinning up too quickly from low 
revs, Dave had his lightened before the balance factor 
was adjusted to take into account that the motor was 
being fitted into a Featherbed. A 12:1 piston was 
another of Dave’s deviations from the De Groome 
racer specification, but he recognised the value of 
Ken’s painstakingly formulated camshaft profiles 
and revised cam follower design and had the engine 
modified to accept these. 

While Ken was working his magic at his workshop 
in Wisbech, Cambridgeshire, Dave, meanwhile, had 
fitted a Norton Commando gear cluster into the 
box and had set about designing a square section 
swinging arm to accept a Manx rear hub found on 
another visit to Stafford. Constructing the swinging 
arm, he admits, was to prove a challenge, as first a 
friend had to teach him the finer points of welding, 
but the newfound skill was to prove invaluable when 
it came to positioning the engine in the frame. 

“I always understood that the key to good handling 
was to get the engine as far forward and as low as 
possible. Ken De Groome had carried out his own 
modification, reducing the width of the lower front 
crankcase bolt, but I went further by scalloping the 
inside profile of the offside frame tube adjacent to 
the bolt.” Such a small detail you would never notice 
when looking at the completed machine, but if you’ve 
ever tried fitting an AMC single into a Featherbed 
you might be curious to know how it is that the 
magneto on Dave’s bike is so tight against the frame 
front downtubes. 

Getting the engine and gearbox into the frame 
was no mean feat. Hardboard templates were made 
initially, to determine their relative position allowing 
for a practical distance between the crankshaft and 
the gearbox mainshaft and for adjustment of the 
primary drive. Then the engine plates were cut from 
V4-inch LM25 aluminium sheet. “The engine plates 


were a major undertaking because I knew exactly 
where I wanted the engine and gearbox to sit in the 
frame but I had nothing to follow by way of reference, 

I was breaking new ground. I’m not sure I’m happy 
with the plates now, the way they look, but once 
all the big lumps had been bolted together it was a 
much more straightforward job to fit everything else,” 
says Dave. 

Further evidence of Dave’s skill can be found in 
the adapter that carries the alternator on the 
left-hand side of the crankcase. Bob Newby supplied 
the primary drive and clutch, but the belt had to 
be narrowed before it would fit in order to clear the 
stator and maintain the alignment between the 
engine crankshaft and clutch pulleys. 

Having the alternator crank provided a neat 
solution to powering the lights and eliminated the 
need for a total loss battery system that would have 
been necessary without a dynamo drive. A standard 
Lucas rear unit looks perfectly at home on the back 
of the glass fibre ‘racing’ seat - origin unknown, but 
pure Sixties nevertheless - and a car accessory 
daytime running light is set into the lower edge of the 
D & M Engineering Manx flyscreen. 

So what controls the power between the alternator 
and the lights? “I asked Paul Goff the same question,” 
admits Dave. “He sent me a little magic box which 
works perfectly. It’s called an ‘A Reg One’ regulator/ 
rectifier, which handles the 12 volt output from the > 


LEFT: 

The fuel tank came 
from an autojumble 


ABOVE: 

The controls fall readily to hand 
and foot. Of course they do, 
the bike was built by Its rider 


More To Come! 

A few weeks ago Dave 
eontaeted us to say that 
his rebuild was nearing 
eompletion and asked 
if we would like to take 
a look. The result is 
stunning - lightweight 
frame, titanium wheel 
and swinging arm 
spindles and a paint 
job that would make 
Plumstead proud. Can’t 
wait to hear the result 
when he runs it up the 
airstrip! 
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ABOVE: 

The rear wheel is held in check 
by a square-section swinging 
arm, owner-fabricated of course 

ABOVE RIGHT: 

The unusual top yoke supports 
a single instrument. It’s a 
tacho and calibrated in 
a mysterious manner 

BELOW: 

The Munch front brake, 
made out of magnesium 


alternator that I then routed through an on/off switch 
for the lights. Very straightforward, it does the job 
and you can’t say fairer than that.” If you ever have 
the need, Paul Goff (www.norbsa02.freeuk.com) can 
supply similar magic boxes for 6 volt systems and for 
systems that incorporate coil ignition. 

An Amal Mk2 Concentric carburettor bought at 
Netley Marsh was jetted as close as was possible 
without running the motor and then rubber mounted 
on a hand-made manifold. Dave designed the 
exhaust pipe to follow the line of the frame and had 
it made up by Technical Tubes at Three Legged 
Cross in Dorset, while the megaphone clamped to its 
rear end came from Fred Walmsiey Developments in 
Lancashire, home of achingly beautiful single-cylinder 
four-stroke racers should you ever be tempted to 
dabble. Such a pedigree must undoubtedly add 
considerable extra horsepower to the G80, no doubt 
in direct relationship to the sound that emanates 
from the end of the pipe! 

No kick-start lever could be found to clear the 
gear pedal and exhaust, so Dave welded his own from 
three separate parts and a trials bike sidestand was 
suitably modified and attached to the frame with a 
hand-crafted bracket. 

For the finishing touches, Dave turned once 
more to the shelves in his workshop. Parts gathered 
together as the project progressed now found their 
home - Falcon rear shock absorbers, Tarozzi footrests 
and pedals and Tomaselli levers twistgrip mounted on 
alloy clip-on handlebars. 

Sourcing the right parts that wouldn’t look out of 
place had always been uppermost in Dave’s mind and 
there would be few who would argue that he hadn’t 
achieved his goal. Even that Munch front brake had 
been developed for road racing years before the 
conception of the Mammoth and flanged alloy rims 
and a polished alloy petrol tank are timeless classics 
in their own right. But does that all-alloy motor deliver 
as good as it looks? 


“Starting was difficult at first and I had to fiddle 
quite a bit with the carb and the ignition timing 
before I got it right. Fortunately for the neighbours 
I was able to take the bike over to a local wartime 
airfield and run it on the main runway. Spark plugs 
caused a bit of head scratching, but eventually I 
settled with a NGK BP7ES.” 

The acid test came when Dave ran the Matchless 
up the track alongside a friend riding a modern 
Japanese bike fitted with a speedometer. “Don’t 
ask,” he says with a smile. “The speedo is like the 
rev counter, which isn’t connected at the moment 
and isn’t anything I’m thinking of changing - work 
in progress!” 

So, what’ll it do? “I said keep alongside until we 
get to 100 then raise your hand. Well, we got to 100 
and it was running as smooth as silk, no misfires, no 
vibration, and since we had plenty of track left I kept 
going until the power flattened out. We touched 115 
mph, which isn’t too shabby, is it?” 

And that might have been the end of the story but 
for the fact that Dave is an incurable perfectionist. 
Having taken the bike back to Ken De Groome, who 
checked it over and pronounced it fit, Dave decided 
that he wanted more speed and that serious weight 
loss was the likely solution to gaining some extra 
miles an hour. And while I was firmly convinced that 
this was the kind of bike that I needed far more than 
something sensible and practical and Japanese and 
would have settled for it as it stood, Dave took it all 
apart and started again. 

Once upon a time not so very long ago, a guy 
named Dave Vaughan sat in his workshop. On the 
bench in front of him stood a brand new replica Manx 
Norton frame. Over in one corner lay his Matchless 
G80CS engine and gearbox. Already, Dave had 
proved that Matchless into Norton would go. Now he 
was determined to prove that it would go faster! HEB 
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Motorcycle Funerals 
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HARLEY'DAVIDSON, TRIUMPH AND SUZUKI 
HAYABUSA MOTORCYCLE HEARSES 


For accurate information cali 01530 274888 
www.motorcycIefunerals.com 
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hlationwide Collection points 


Join 1000s of customers saving 
money with a Hobbyweld Rent Free 
Gas Cylinder 

• 11 High quality gases available 

• A I ow, one - off, ref u n d a b I e dep osi t 

• Compact, lightweight and portable 

“ Save £1 0 0 's eve ry yea r o n re n ta I cha rges 
“ Save over £300 per bottle vs. disposables 
‘ Simply pay as you go for your refills 
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Sl»crl-a» F|* -1 Sfe^lc*>s^ Pi,.C»»iC HtFjlt 

1JDJD°/o.RenJt.Frefi 


Find your nearest agent by 
visiting v/ww. ho bbyweldxo.uk 
or calling 0800 433 4331 










The Number One Rent Free Gas Cylinder! 



www.minnovationracing.co.uk 


REPLICA G50 ENGINES & REPLICA 
SEELEY RACING MOTORCYCLES 


OFFICIAL EXCLUSIVE U.K/EUROPEAN STOCKISTS & 
DISTmUTORS FOR: 



RACING PRODUCTS 
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RACE WINNING T.Z. YAMAHA 350 
& 750 REPLICA FRAME/SWINGING 
ARM & FUEL TANK KITS 


OFFICIAL EXCLUSIVE U.K. STOCKIST: 


m 




T.T. INDUSTRIES 
5 & 6 SPEED GEARBOXES 


For all Minnovation Racing USA Enquiries: 
Please Contact Kenny Cummings 
kcumm1ngsnvc@gmaiLcom 

For Nordic Countries Minnovation Racing 
Enquiries: Please Contact Lars Sandberg 
lars.g50@telia.com 




Spare wheel E^S.SO extra. Each trailer cornas with independent suspension, cllp-un bading ramp, 
lie-down loops, seourlly iockJng facitity, removabie fight board. 

New wall-rmounling brackets to hand Irailor crt ycur garage wall: 5/pair. Defivery service avaiiabie. 

Tel: 01732 820 082 Mobile: 07860 702 112 

Email: info@davecooper.co.uk www.davccooper.co^uk 

Dav© Cooper, Unit 7 Pettings Court Farm, HodsoH Street, Wrotham, Kent TN15 7LH 
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TRADINGPOST BUYING GUIDE 


British Classic Buyer's Guide 


B uyfng a classic bike is easy, although identifying which classic is 

your own particular dream bike may be less so. What Is also easy - 
too easy - is to get the exact spec wrong, or the price wrong. There 
are, for example, many different Triumph Bonnevilles, and if you decide that 
your fife will only be complete if shared with a Bonnie then you need to 
know which sort of Bonnie you want to share it with. It alt sounds simple, 
but ft's not. Sometimes. If you know you want a 1965 T120TT and nothing 
else, youll be fine. 

Sticking with the Bonnie idea, if you wanf the whole 1950s Rocker thing, 
complete with pre-unit charm, genuine Edward Turrier styling and a glorious 
tangerine paint job, then you are not going to be happy with a 1972 T120 


rather than a T120 from 1959 or so. This applies to ail marques and all 
models. Before you spend your money, go ride a few of the bikes on your 
shortest short list Join the relevant owners' club - that partis essentiai: join 
the club before you spend your money - so you can meet owners, maybe 
even ride their bikes, and learn about the reality of life with your dream bike. 

It is always a great idea to study prices too. Stay aware of the movements 
in the market; it’s so much better to buy a Bonnie for Bantam money than 
the other way aroundl 

And if you need specific advice, don't hesitate to ask us here at Classic 
Bike Guide; weVe bought more bikes than most between us, and made 
most of the mistakes, too... 



How to use the guide 

This guide is as exhaustive as we 
could fit into our pages. We'U 
update it two or three times a year 
as we trawl the marketplace, and 
this Britbike guide alternates with a 
Japanese guide as well as a survey 
of European classics. We offer you 
just two prices; the CBG High Price 
is for a top-notch, top-spec model 
in excellent condition. You might 
not win concours awards with the 
bike, but you'd expect to be a 
contender. At that price, your target 
machine should have a new MoT, 
its tyres should sparkle, its chrome 
and alloy should be excellent. Its 
paint should not be dull, and it 
should run like the dream machine 
you're after. Oil should not dribble 
from its casings, it should start 
easily and readily. If it has more 
than one carb, then they should be 
balanced and the bike should tick 


over reliably. There should be no 
smoke, and although a stack of 
receipts is not essential, you 
should find evidence that whoever 
did the restoration work knew what 
they were doing, Cables should be 
entirely un-frayed, the controls 
should fall readily to hand and foot, 
and the lighting system should 
both lighten the darkness and 
charge its own battery. Accept 
nothing less. 

Also accept that if you make the 
increasingly astute decision to buy 
from a trader then you are quite 
likely to pay more than our High 
Price. Traders make a living 
supplying folk like us with the 
bikes we want, tolerate endless 
tyre-kicking, usually accept trade- 
ins, and they should provide decent 
after-sales service. All this costs 
them, and they need to make a 
profit. 


The CBG Low Price is for a 
complete motorcycle. The bike may 
have the dregs of an MoT It will 
certainly run and ride, although it 
may not be entirely sorted. Most of 
all, it may not be standard, the 
engine and frame may not have 
been paired in the factory, it may 
be cosmetically challenged, with 
rusty exhausts, a split seat and 
drooping unlubricated cables, and 
sundry systems may not work. It 
may be a less popular version of a 
popular model: that 1971 'tali' 
T120 Bonneville springs to mind. 

It may easily be what we used to 
refer to as a working' bike. Classic 
workers are less common now than 
they once were, but they are still 
about. 

There are two other categories 
which it is entirely impossible to 
quote prices for. The first is the 
entirely original and un restored 


motorcycle. These machines are - 
obviously - increasingly hard to find, 
and some folk will pay a high 
premium for them. Indeed, 'barn 
find' machines often fetch 
astonishingly high prices because 
they're unrestored ... although you 
can rarely know that for a fact. Lots 
of older, 1980$, say, restorations are 
passed off as original' barn finds. 
Often they're not original at all. 

The second category is the 
concours winner; the completely 
elegant machine which is better by 
far than it was when it first invaded 
a showroom. When these bikes 
change hand in the public 
marketplace (and many of them 
change hands inside clubs, 
advertised only by word of mouth) 
their prices can be very high 
indeed. We cannot offer guidance 
here; what you pay is up to you. 

Happy hunting.,. 
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NATIONAL 
MOTORCYCLE 
MUSEUM 

WHMRE LEGENDS LtVE ON 


Visit US today 

www.thenmm.co.uk 

Visit our shop at 
www.thenmmshop.co.uk 



1953 MATCHLESS G80, basically original. Engine and 
frame belong together. Been standing for a long time and 
is a full restoration project. V5C document. The engine is 
most probably seized as it has stood for ages, I have not 
tried to turn it. Lucas magneto is in good working order 
with very nice spark. SOLD FOR £2060 


AJS & MATCHLESS 


B y ly.SO. .Assouintcd 

MotorC^ycIes Limited in 
London were 
building hike.s under b{>tli 
AJS ond MutehluNs badges, 
and at one lime hoa.sted the 
largest faetory in the work! 
tie di eat ud tu niotiircyeles 
production . They later 
aet|uired the Norton niart|ue, 
at first keeping prodnetion in 
Birmingham but eventually 
moving Norton in with A.I8 
and Matchless. \MC also 
built ihniies and Fmiieis- 
Barnett niotoreycles (also in 
the Midlands and not at 
Blnnistead). So the varied 
range of models offered 
under the AMC^ banner 
stretched from 98oe 2- 
strokes all the way through 
to stoiiking 7*S0ee 4-stroke 
superbikes. The eoiiipanv was 
also sueeessful in two- 
wheeled sports, and apart 
fnnii the tletliealed and 
highly speeiali.sed road- racers 
they also built a lot of 
eon I ] ) e ti t i on - hi as ed roads te r s . 
The whole lot collapsed in 
1966* ami was rel^om as 
Nortoii-Villiers, 
eoneentratiiig the Norton 
(lommando scries and a 
range of 2-stn>ke zVFS off- 
rfxadcrs. 

Mf^dcl designations arc 
show n for witli 
Matchless ec|uivalenLs shown 
in brackets, as the two 
marques inereasiagly differed 
only ill finish and trim styles. 
The hikes arc very solid, well- 
engine ciHid and I'ewardiiig to 
ride. Spares are plentiful* and 
they boast an excellent and 
ven^ active Owners' ('kib. 

Model 1 4 (Matchless G2) 

248cc <70 X 65mm) oJiv single 
3401b 75mph 195S-66 


AMC UNDERSTOOD THAT they 
needed a lightweight 4 -stroke 
motorcycle to rival Triumph's Cub 
and BSAs C-range. Inteiligently, they 
used a bicycle based on their James 
2-strokes and designed their own 
new 4-stroke engine to fit. Thai 
engine appeared to be of 'unit' 


construction [where engine and 
gearbox are built into shared 
castings), but the gearbox was 
separate and cylindrical, attached to 
the crankcases by a pair of steel 
straps. The 2505 and the similar 
350s were not a commercial 
success and are not widely sought- 
after today However, they are fun to 
ride (CSR 250s in particular) and 
offer a low-cost intro to classic 
motorcycling with plentiful spares 
and simple construction for 
straightforward s pannering, The best 
are the A MC -forked versions and the 
fate CSRs. As with most AMC 
models, the 250 was available in 
standard, ‘S’ [chrome mudguards), 
CS (off-road styling), and CSR (cafe- 
racer) versions. 


Prices 

fow £1350 high £2250 


Model 8 (Matchless G5} 

34Scc (72 X S2.5mm) ohv single 
35CHb 70mpg SOinph 1960-62 


BIGGER VERSION OF the Model 
14, built with better forks taken from 
the early 1950s heavyweight but 
with a slightly feeble brake from the 
2-stroke range. They provide a 
better ride than the eady 250s, 
although by 1962 there was nothing 
between them apart from better 
torque. The 350$ didn’t last long as 
they competed with AMC's own 
heavyweight 350 singles, without 
being better, just slightly lighter. 
Surprisingly quick and pleasant 
to ride. 


Prices 

low £1500 high £2250 


Model 1 6 (Matchless G3} 

348cc (69 X 93mm until 1963 
then 72 x 85.5mm) ohv single 
4001b 80mpg 75mph 1945-66 


SOUNDLY ENGINEERED AND 

finished trad Bril single. AMC singles 
are immensely strong, engineered to 
cover countless miles with little 
maintenance and no complaint. 

They started as rigid machines very 
close to the wartime Matchless WD 
G3L, then switched to swinging arm 
suspension. The late 50s models 
with alternator lighting and half- 


decent brakes matched to fine 
handling are the most common, 
although the rigid-frarned models 
have a considerable minimalist 
cachet. Also unusual although not 
particularly popular are the 1964-on 
versions, with their (relatively) sh o li- 
st roke engine, Norton forks and 
wheels. Rigid s fetch the highest 
prices, but spares for the later ones 
are easier. Very easy bike to live 
wittn very few faults. 


Prices 

low £2000 high £2600 (CS 
comp models a lot more) 

Model 18 (Matchless G80) 

498cc (82.5 x 93mm until 1963 
then 86 x 85.5mm) ohv single 
4001b 55mpg 80mph 1945-66 


THE 500 VERSION of the very 
trad AMC single really is a bigger 
version of the 350, with a bit more 
of everything. Excellent riders' 
machines: classic in every way. 

They share almost all the 
components apart from the piston, 
flywheels, barrel and head with the 
smaller engine, which gives them a 
tendency to knock out some pattern 
big ends very quickly. However, this 
is not the problem it was, as the 
quality of AMC spares continues to 


improve. This is a pleasant touring 
motorcyde, with good handling and 
comfort allied to a relaxed 60m ph 
cruising speed. It's easy to convert 
a 350 single to a 500 as the strokes 
are the same, but to run smoothly 
they need the 500's flywheels too. . , 


Prices 

low £2200 high £4000 
(CS comp models a lot more) 


Model 20 (Matchless G9) 

498cc (66 X 72.8mm) ohv twin 
4101b 60mpg 90mph II 1948-61 


AMC^S TWIN TOOK a different 
path to the already established 
designs from BSA, Triumph^ etc. So 
the engines are unusual, having a 
third main bearing between the 
cylinders, and separate barrels and 
cylinder heads. The engine is a 
notably clean design, with no 
external oil plumbing to spoil the 
lines and leak at the joints, it was 
never particularly popular with the 
sporting riders, although it was a 
handsome motorcycle and reliable 
enough. There were no rigid -framed 
or plunger-framed twins. Gradual 
development included the switch 
from a Burman gearbox to one of 
AMC's own design (aka the Norton 
gearbox, which went on to handle 
the power of the Commando!) in 
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1946 MATCHLESS G80, recently restored, been stored 
since; will require a full check over and service. Started 
and ran fine around two year ago, but currently there is 
no spark. SORN. The bike is in very good condition. 

SOLO FOR £4100 


1956. The jampot' rear suspension 
was replaced by Girling units the 
following year. This is a good, 
reliable conservative motorcycle. 
Late ones are rare and very good^ 
with alternator electrics and 
excellent duplex frames. Early 
jampot models can have odd 
handling and poor brakes. 


Prices 

low £2500 high £4000 


Model 30 (Matchless G1 1 } 

593cc (72 X 72.8mm) ohv twin 
4101b 60mpg 90mph 1956-58 


AS NORTON (under AMC 
ownership) took their BOOcc 
Dominator 88 and stretched it into 
the 600cc Dominator 99^ so AMD 
stretched their own 500 twin, 
simply over-boring it a little to 
provide the extra capacity, This is 
the least common of the AMC 
twins, and the 6O0s have been 
described as the best model in the 
series. The sports (CS) version is 
very unusual, very handsome and 
will cost an easy £1000 more than 
an equivalent standard roadster, 
and the very rare CSR version may 
fetch even more. 


Prices 

low £2500 high £4000 

Model 31 

(Matchless G 12) 

646cc (72 X 793mm) ohv twin 
4301b 55mpgll00mph 
1959-66 


THE MOST COMMON AMC twin. 

The earliest models were plainly a 


stroked stretch of the 600c c Model 
30, and developed an over- 
exaggerated reputation for fragility. 
The earty 650 crank was supposed 
to be delicate, but only the 
alternator versions, which carried 
the massive alternator rotor on a 
drive -side crankshaft extension, 
had problems. AMC responded by 
forging post-1960 cranks In a very 
tough nodular iron. The post 
models are very sound, if slightly 
staid, machines. In common with 
the rest of the heavyweight range, 
they acquired Norton forks and 
wheels for 1964, along with 12V 
eiectrics. Again, genuine CS and 
CSR versions will hold 23% higher 
prices, but watch out for fakes, 


Prices 

low £2500 high £4500 


Matchless G1 5/45 

749cc ohv twin 4301b 50mpg 
105mph 1963 


CONSCIOUS OF THE ever-growing 
demand - particularly in America - 
for more power, AMC stretched their 
engine out to 750cc and offered the 
Matchless G 15/45 (there was no 
AJS equivalent) for sale in the US. It 
was strangely unsuccessful. Myth 
suggests that the engine was 
unreliable, vibratory and not very 
good, but repatriated bikes are very 
pleasant, beefy torque-deliverers, 
and sound in wind and limb. The 
idea of a 750 twin was resurrected 
in 1963-4, but the new model used 
the Norton Allas engine to power a 
range of models collectively known 
as 'AMC hybrids’. 


GUIDE^^^ 

Prices 

low £6500 high £9000^ if you 
can find one 


Model 33 (Matchless G1 5) 

745cc (73 X 89mm) ohv twin 
4201b 45mpg llOmph 
1964-68 


FOLLOWING THE SALES failure of 
the G 15/45, AMC dropped the 
donkey from their Norton Atlas 750 
twin into an AJS / Matchless chassis 
to create the Matchless 750 twin. 
The result is a terrific motorcycle, far 
more rewarding to ride than the sum 
of its parts suggests it should be. 

The legendary Atlas shakes are 
much reduced in the hybrids, 
perhaps because the heavy lugged 
AMC frame absorbs more energy 
than the welded Norton featherbed, 
The 750 hybrids came in three 
forms, a 'Mk2' UK-style trad 
roadster, a 'CS’ street scrambler 
version, and a 'CSR' cafe racer. 
Confusingly, the CS and CSR 
versions can be very similar, 
especially US -spec models. The AJS 
versions are very rare and therefore 
expensive. 

The final hybrids used the same 
engine squeezed into the cycle parts 
of the Matchless G85CS scrambler, 
replacing that machine's ohv alloy 
500 single, to produce the Pll, 

PI 1 A and Ranger 750, often 
hedged as Nortons. These machines 
are addictive, rare, and highly 
sought-after and highly priced! 


Prices 

low £6000 high £8500 


ARIEL 


A riel, who liiiik their rajij^e 
of \ii0\ iiuiohines 

in Selly OiiU, 

Bimiln^h^uii. were a piirt (jf tlie 
H8A j^nnip of eomiTanies, and 
die RSA itifl lienee beeiuiie 
greaier as tlie yearN nillud by. 
Tlieir iiiaehiiics alwa> s had a 
earefiiUi'-enifteti iiir of qualih', 
with tlionglithil styling and 
finish, Tlie singes i^ere 
eoin entional in design, .'^tron^ 
and reliable perfoinners wTtli a 
solid eonipetition heritage to 
ooiTiplenient dicir build qualit>: 
Tlieix; ;ire rv^o fJie 5(K)» 

M liieli is lui Ariel design, and the 
650 whieli is a li^idy 
redesigned B8A A 10, All Ariel 
niaehines used lliittnan 
ge^trboxes despite die inereasin^^ 
iLse of HSi\ Gnmp eoiiiiKJiienLs 


ill otlier areas, and tliey have a 
j^oiiously priiiiiii*j^ 

cli^diic^ise Llesit^ii. eoiiiplete witli 
a dr>^ cliiteh miininig in its own 
exteniid housing, Geiir changes 
are ripieally bun nan: .slow but 
sure ^uid silent if adjiLSted 
proixirly, Tlie faiiious fours, widi 
their ey liiiders arranged in a 
sxiuare :ukI niiiniiig rivo 
eimikshafts, are soiiie sort nf 
pinnacle of Biidsh cngiiieeiing, 
akhougli they uin be exiieiisii e 
to restore, T1ie final flourish was 
die ill trod nedon of die 
lx.:ader/Aniow range (if 2-stroke 
riiins, ;uid w'hon diese were 
diseon tinned in '65, Ariel were 
no nioix\ We will inJnore die 
Ariel 3.,, Hpiires OK (one gcHnl 
special i.st deder, and tlie entirely 
cxeeUent Owners' Club), 
apart from tinware. 

In com 111 on widi most odicr 
major inaiiufiietnrers, Ariel 
entered die [XKSt-war world 
with a range of iiiosdy rigitl 
niaehines., but were a little 
ahead of the maiiisti'cani game 
ill that theyVL introdiieed their 
spmng fi^iiiie just befoix.* \\AV2 
on die Square I'oiir. It wiis lai 
unusual desigiu niora elei er 
than most. ,\fttT die wan diey 
offered rigid and springer 
fnunes, finally introdueiiig their 
OW 11 exeel lent swinging ann 
fttmie in 1954, 

Colt 

197cc ohv single 2701b SOmpg 
65mph 1954-60 


A SMART LOOKING utility single 
loosely based on BSA’s Cll with 
added Arielness. A faintly unusual 
idea, as 250cc was a more popular 
capacity both for commuters and 
learner riders. Spares good for the 
engines; Ariel -specific parts less so. 


Prices 

low £1500 high £2500 


Leader 

24 7 cc 2 -stroke twin 330tb 
55mpg 70mph 1958-65 


A RADICAL CONCEPT a wholly 
enclosed, fully-faired touring 
mctorcyde, with a range of 
accessories that almost defied 
description in the '50s. One of the 
few wholly original designs to 
emerge from the post-war British 
industry. Especially recommended 
to those who still enjoy leisurely 
lane cruising. The fairing is 
excellenliy effective, and the only 
real downside is the poor braking. 
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Check that the pressed -steel beam 
frame is not rotted ^ especially 
around the suspension pick-up 
points. Comfortable and clean. 


Prices 

low £2200 high £3200 


Arrow 

247cc 2-stroke twin 3051b, 
55mpg 75mph 1960-5 


A STRIPPED-DOWN Leader, built 
to utilise spare capacity m the Ariel 
works, the odd-looking Arrow was 
smooth and fast by the standards of 
the time, although it was also 
smoky and underbraked. Also built 
as the Sports (or Golden') Arrow 
(20hp. SOmph) and finally as the 
200 Arrow, 


Prices 

low £2200 high £3000 


NH (Red Hunter) 

347cc ohv single 3651b 
70mpg 75mph 1945-58 


A HANDSOME WORKING single in 
the trad Brit mould. Few speciaf 
virtues or vices. The unusual Anstey- 
link plunger models are unusual and 
interesting; the excellent swinging 
arm frame handles rather better, 

The single engines are all 
developments of a pre-war design, 
and their ancestry is plain to anyone 
who observes that their single oil 
pump is almost identical to that 
fitted to countless Triumph twins. 


Prices 

low £2000 high £3000 


VH (Red Hunter) 

497cc ohv single 3751b 55mpg 
85mph 1945-58 


A VERY SOUND big banger, often 
with a beautiful maroon finish {like 
the rest of the 4-stroke range) and 
great reliability, Rigid models are 
always great to ride, though some 
consider the later swinging arm 
machines to be the best riders and 
the most oiLtight. HS (scrambles) 
and HT (trials) comp versions are 
very highly sought after and highly 
priced as a result. Ariel's singles are 
still under-rated, too, and are more 
affordable than many others, 
despite their excellence on the road. 


Prices 

low £2800 high £4000 


VB 

598cc sv single 3701b 50mpg 
60mph 1945-58 

ONE OF THE last of the sidevalve 
sloggers (along with BSA's M20 and 
M21); great reliability, massive 
charm and almost no performance. 
Like a lot of side valves, they offer 
an alternative experience to more 
common ohv singles. If you have a 
choice, go for the rigid, which 
boasts considerable character, the 
swinging arm model rather less so. 


Prices 

tow £2500 high £4000 


KH (Fieldmaster) 

498cc ohv twin 3901b 65mpg II 
90mph 1948-58 


SWEET TOURING TWIN with a 
unique motor in standard Ariel 
cycle parts. Engine spares can be 
hard to find, and the bikes are quite 
a rare sight these days The engine 
is unique to the model, and is 
unusual in having its push rods at 
the outside corners of the block. 

The 1953-only all alloy KHA is the 
most rare and will cost more. 
Available with rigid, Anstey link 
plunger or swinging arm frames. 

The all-iron rigid twin is a particular 
charmer, not unlike Norton's iron 
twins in the way it rides. 


Prices 

tow £2500 high £4500 


FH (Huntmaster) 

64Scc ohv twin 4001b SSmpg 
lOOmph 1954-58 


SOLID TOURING 650 twin, with a 
BSA AlO-based engine that 
retained the tractable, quiet iron 
cylinder head to its end. Probably 
the most usable Ariel twin because 
of the easy availability of engine 
spares, and upgradeable using any 
sporting BSA AlO components. A 
stylish but slightly more expensive 
alternative to an AlO, entirely 
capable of long-distance two- up 
travel. However, like other Ariels, 
the tin bits are scarce. The brakes 
can be marginal, although they 
were deemed sufficient for sidecar 
use in their day. 


Prices 

low £3000 high £4500 


Square Four 

997cc ohv four 4801b 45mpg 
lOOmph 


THE FAMOUS BRITISH post-war 
four is a machine of immense 
appeal, considerable mechanical 
noise and great smoothness. Early 
models are supposedly prone to 
overheating, and the solo handling 
can be a little exciting at speed, not 
least because Ariel never put their 
swinging arm Four into production 
and the Anstey link plunger rear 
end can struggle with the weight 
and performance. The brakes can 
also struggle to cope with the speed 
and mass. For all that, the Squariel 
is a highly desirable and functionai 
bike with a unique cachet. 


Prices 

low £11000 high £16000 


BSA 


A t one time BSA were 
the largest motor e vole 
aiaiiiifiictinx^r in the 
world, and there are still fleets 
of the pniduets of their Small 
Heath, Bimifu^hain faetory 
ah()iit. The BSA mn^Se W iis 
hu^e, eo^ erin^ all ureas of 
road riding and eompetition« 
and ^\’as exported tt) just 
iihcMit even^vhere. Many 
ori^iin^dlJ^ exported BSAs have 
been repatriated over the 
veal's, whioh keeps pi‘iees 
eonipetiti^e. If >'oii are a 
iieweonier to the old t)ike 
\^'orkl. tlieii a BSA of some 
de.seri|>ticin enukl well be your 
best bet: they'' re si^nitieantly 
less expensive than equivalent 
l^iiimiph and Nor toil models. 


Aetive iiers Club* many 
spares suppliers w itli jilenty of 
repro pai'ts beinji^ made. USA 
f>ffered a wide range of 
nuiehines; singles, tw ins and 
triple.s, as w ell as I he <niee 
ubiquitous Ha II tain « probably 
the most famous small stniker 
of them all and an inexfmnsive 
w ay to play w ith 
straightforward meehanicals. 

The BSi\ w ay was a path of 
steady developmeiU; and 
although they built models 
w hieh were as rapid as an>^ 
Triumph and handled as well 
as Nortons. Beezers were 
never rated so liighly. USA - a 
big eoneern >vh]ch in eluded 
Triumph - left the 1960s on 
top of the world, and entered 
the 1970s on a rapid slide to 
oblivion. Their dohe 350 twin 
was stillborn, and the radical 
new frame designs iiitrodiieetl 
ill 1971 were largeb' ignored 
beeaiise they iisetl the same 
old single and twin engines. 
Be ea re fill when buying bikes 
from 1971-73; tlireadfoniis 
changed in a strange 
sequence, so parts w hieh 
a|>(>ear perfect for a 
partieuhir bike might not fit 
at all, For example; all the 
unit single engines look 
siiuibir, which they are, but 
they are not the same; they 
changed constantly and 
sometimes radically through 
the yeafvS, The failure and 
ei>l lapse i>f IkSA is one i>f the 
saddens t etiisiides in British 
industry'. Always join the 
owners’ club. 



1959 ROYAL ENFIELD CONSTELLATION 700CC 
TWIN. Ride or restore. Top end rebuilt, magneto 


reconditioned last year, 930 Amal concentric fitted at the 
same time, original Amal 10TT9 carb and new cables 
come with the bike. Electrics are all working. Original 
Smiths chronometric ISOmph speedo. SOLD FOR £3600 
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Bantam 

174cc 2-strQke single 1 2301b 
85mpg 65mph 1948-71 


THE MOST WIDELY-SOLD of all 

BSAs, the Bantam (which was the 
one true learner bike of its day) is 
a ppa rent I y I m morta 1 , be I ng p le nt I f u I 
even today and having an excellent 
owners' dub of its own, It began life 
in 1948 as the 123cc Dl, grew to 
148cc as the D3 in 1954 and to 
174cc as the D5 in 1958 The one 
to look for is possibiy the 1968-71 
D14/4, which has four gears, 
smartish styling, good handling and 
general reliability. The ones to 
ignore are possibly the plunger- 
framed versions. All Bantams can 
be reliable and very economical to 
run provided that they are built 
properly. Spares are plentiful and 
cheap, and modern ignition 
systems and engine seals can 
transform them. An easy 
introduction to classic Brits, if not 
exactly exhilarating to ride. 


Prices 

low £1200 high £2000 


CIO (45-57), Cl 1 (45-55), 
Cl 2 (56-58) 

249cc singles « 3201b II 75mpg 
55-65mph 


POST-WAR UTILITY bikes. 

negligible go, stop and handling. 
Many consider them to be dull, 
although they provided stolid ride- 
to-work reliability for many 
thousands who could afford better 
than a bicycle Some spares are 
hard to find, now, and BSA built 
these bikes to a price affordable 
by working class heroes of their 
day. Less sought-after than 
Bantams, which is a little 
mysterious. 


Prices 

low £1400 II high £2100 


Cl 5 Star 

249cc ohv single II 3201b II 
70mpg ll 70mph I) 1959-67 


REDESIGNED BASIC 250, with 
neat but restrained streamlined 
styling and unit construction. 
Some suffered bottom end and 
ignition troubles; most just whined 
on and on, as the basic design 
was rugged enough. Massive 
numbers were sold, which meanl 
that even in the 'classic' age they 
were so plentiful that they were 
often neglected. Buy with care, 


1970s learner riders did terrible 
things to them. Sports version was 
the SS80, which was quicker and 
less reliable. C15T and C15S will 
cost more. Before paying a lot 
more for a T or an S, make sure 
they're genuine. 


Prices 

low £1450 II high £2250 


C25 Barracuda 

249cc ohv single II 3301b tl 
60mpg 75mphli 1966-70 


RESTYLED C15 WITH a bit more 

go at the expense of some 
reliability. Better suspension, 
lighting and braking were added, 
and they can be surprisingly 
charming - and quick-steering, as 
the later frames were increasingly 
based around those used on the 
off road comp models. Became 
the B25 Starfire in '6S, This is a 
better bet as it is more reliable and 
less vibratory following a mild de- 
tuning, Also sold as the Fleetstar 
for fleet users. 

Prices 

low £1500 high £2250 

B25SS 

249cc ohv single 3201b 55mpg 
ISOmph 1971-72 

THE LAST OF the long C15-based 
series, with a new oil-bearing 
chassis and smart street scrambler 
clothes for BSA's final rescue 
attempt. Naming It the 'Gold Star 
250’ didn't help sales or credibility. 
Also called the B25 Victor and 
rebadged as the Triumph 
Trailblazer/Blazer SS. As with all 
250s, these suffered from learner 
neglect, so buy carefully. Most 
spares are around, though quality 
can be extremely variable. The last 
are probably the best of all the BSA 
250 singles. 


Prices 

low £1500 high £2800 


B31 

348cc ohv single 3651b 80mpg 
75mph 1945-59 


TRAD BRIT SINGLE. Often leaky 
and rattly but can run up very high 
mileages with very little 
maintenance. Find an early one 
with solid or plunger frame for 
greater agility and charm. They are 
faster and sweeter than later 
heavier examples. The 350 engine 
shared the same bicycle as far 


bigger machines, and can be 
leisurely as a result, especially the 
swinging arm bikes. The last 
models, with their coi! ignition and 
alternator electrics, should be 
worthwhile contenders for anyone 
who wants to ride regularly. 


Prices 

low £1800 high £2800 


B32 Gold Star 

348cc ohv single II 3B0lb 
65mpg 85mph 1949-57 


AMAZING WHAT A name and 

reputation can do for prices. 
Souped-up single with a flashy suit 
and better brakes than lesser 
models. The DB32 is the one to buy 
with its excellent duplex frame, 
although the price is high. Spares 
availability and quality are excellent, 
and owners' club support is 
guaranteed. Check papenwork 
closely: look on old documents for 
evidence that it has always been a 
Goldie and isn't an over-priced 
replica. 


Prices 

low £4500 high £7500 

B40 

343cc ohv single, 3051b 
SOmpg 75mph 1960'65 

STRETCHED CIS, WITH more 
torque and a cast-in pushrod tunnei 
to distinguish it. Never wildly 
popular, they are nonetheless 
sound and usually reliable if treated 
kindly. Plenty of ex-WD bikes about. 
These are better bets, with good off^ 
road type frames, an unusual set of 
gear ratios and better oil filters 
included. The sports SS90 version 
is very rare now. 


Prices 

low £1750 high £2400 


B44 Victor 

441cc ohv single H 3351b 65mpg 
85mph 1966-70 


ANOTHER CIS STRETCH with 
more go and more vibration. 
Engines can be fragile if abused, 
despite Jeff Smith scrambles 
heritage. Also sold as the Shooting 
Star, not to be confused with the 
twin of the same name. 


Prices 

low £2200 high £3000 


B33 

499cc ohv single 4201b 70mpg 
80mph 1947-59 


ENURGED B31,WITH more 
torque so longer legs. Possibly the 
classic '50s workhorse, this one 
will run and run. Plunger 
suspension from 1949, then the 
admirable BSA swinging arm frame 
arrived in 1955. Alternator/coil 
ignition in 1958. Similar values for 
the M33, which is essentially an 
ohv (B33} engine in a sidevalve 
(M21) bicycle. All extremely 
st ra i gh tforwa rd to m a I nta I n and 
easy to live with: a solid bet for any 
beginner. 


Prices 

low £2200 high £3200 


B34, DB34, DBD34, Gold 
Star 

499cc ohv single 4101b 55mpg 
llOmph 11950-62 


THE LEGEND ITSELF. Fun on the 

open road, but antisocial and 
awkward in traffic. Vastly 
overpriced due to a vast over- 
reputation, which masks their 
charm from many newer riders. 
Rewarding to own and to learn to 
ride properly. Spares and club 
support are excellent. Beware of 
fakes; buy from someone you trust, 
and atways with a warranty. Superb 
s pe G ia I i st se r vi ces a nd u pdated , 
uprated components are readily 
available, mostly intended to boost 
performance. 


Prices 

low £12000 i high £20000 


B50SS 

499cc ohv single 3401b 60mpg 
85mph 11971-72 


THE LAST OF the C15 stretches. 

St r i ki ng str eet-sc ra m bl e r sty I e fa i is 
to disguise the o verst res sed power 
train. Also known as the 650 Gold 
Star and B50T Victor. Conversion 
to electronic ignition can transform 
it to one of GB's best ever singles, 
although starting it is a definite 
skill, and kickbacks can be kilters. 
The most amazing exhaust system 
in the world on the US-only 
Triumph-badged version. Agile and 
quick, regular oil changes and a 
fully-charged battery are essential, 


Prices 

low £2700 high £4000 


fi6 AUGUST 201. S ! Cl.ASSlC BIKEGUIDK 


M20 

496cc sv single il 4251b 55mpg 
65mph 1 1945-55 

ONCE UBIQUITOUS 
ANTIQUATED side valve stagger, 
kept in production by WD 
contracts and sidecar hauliers like 
the AA. Little go and littie stop but 
very rugged and oozing character 
Stretched to 591cc in 1946 (as the 
M21, until 1963), with simiiar 
performance but greater thirst for 
both petrol and oil. 


Prices 

law £2200, high £3200 


A7 

497cc ohv twin 1 4201b 55mpg 
90mph 1946-61 


SPLENDID TWIN, WITH smooth 
power and typically fine B$A 
steering. Early models may be 
more sought after, but post- 1950 
bikes, with AlO-based engines are 
better for spares. Immense 
reliability and charm. 
Recommended to anyone who 
enjoys motorcycling off the (Al- 
ways . Started out as a rigid, 
gained a redesigned engine and a 
plunger frame, was later 
redesigned again to fit into the 
swinging arm frame. Iron-engined 
rigids are especially fine. Only 
fault is the dismal 6V lighting but 
that's hardly unique to BSA and is 
fixable with modern components, 
as is the magneto ignition. A7SS 
Shooting Star is the sporty one 
with similar go and a higher price. 


Prices 

low £2400 high £3500 


A50 Royal Star 

499cc ohv twin II 4201b 60mpg 
Il90mph 1962-66 


UNIT-CONSTRUCTION 
REPLACEMENT for the A7. A tine 
if slightly sluggish machine with all 
the style of the 650s but with less 
go and less vibes. Smoother, 
though, and the rare sporting 
versions are highly entertaining. 
Bargains can be found and they 
make good working bikes. 12V 
allernalor electrics and seriously 
simple maintenance make then 
entirely practical riding machines. 
The engines shouldn't leak and 
they shouldn't rattle, but they 
often do.,. 


Prices 

low £2000 II high £3700 


A10 

646cc ohv twin 440 lb II 55mpg 
105mph II 1951-63 


A CLASSIC IN more than just 
name, the AlO was sold as the 
Golden Flash with flash style, the 
Road Rocket with a bit more go, 
and as the Super Rocket with a 
littie more than that. Many plunger 
Flashes spent their working lives 
hauling sidecars and may still lean 
in that direction. The AlO engine 
in BSA's swinging arm frame is 
arguably one of the best postwar 
Britbikes; robust and easy to ride 
a long way, if less rapid than the 
Triumph alternative. The Rocket 
Gold Star was a super-sports 
version with Gold Star cycle parts 
and tuned engine. These can fetch 
£20,000 but are highly fakeable, 
so be very carefuJ. An AlO is a 
fine motorcycle; the only worry can 
be high-speed braking on the later 
models. SRM main bearing 
conversion is a plus when looking 
to buy. 


PricBS 

low £2700 high £5000 
RGS low £7500 high £15000 

A65 



1976TRIUMPHT1 60 TRIDENT, 5 speed electric start. 
Wiring and wiring sorted and a starter motor fitted (works 
fine), shows 6000 miles. 3 into 1 exhaust sounds great. 
UK registered, MoT April, new front disc, runs and rides 
fine starts kick or button. SOLD FOR £5350 


special, intended for Stateside racing. 
Very rare - beware the imitator! 

These unusual engines were once 
popular with heroic chair racers. 
Spares are fiard to find, and they're 
no faster on the road than the 650. 


Prices 

High - if you find one. 


centreline, Douglas turned the 
lJin>iigli 90-degrees anti 
iLsedii eliain filial drive rather 
than a slialft - iiiililie Veloeette s 
flat twins. Hieir biUe.s are 
relath'ely nii'eh' cilTered for Siile 
outside of die tjwiiers^ eliih 
^v'hieli Is the only retiiihle 
source of spares. 


654cc ohv twin 4251b 55mpg n 
120mph 1962-73 


THE UNIT CONSTRUCTION 

replacement for the AlO. The A65 
has a poor reputation as a vibrator 
and a leaker of oil, which means that 
they make good buys for riders. Get 
one while you can! In fact, the single- 
carb twins are no more rough than 
any others. Spares are plentiful, if of 
unusually variable quality. Late (post 
'71) bikes have the same oil-bearing 
frames as 71-83 Triumph twins and 
which provide fine steering. Very late 
(1972) bikes are very good indeed, 
and are hard to fault as practical 
bikes ' they even stopped leaking 
after the '71 redesign, Sold as the 
Thunderbolt (tourer), Lightning 
(sports), Spitfire (cafe racer) and 
Firebird Scrambler (street 
scrambler). Problems tend to be 
electrical and easily fixed. Specialist 
engineering sorts suspect bottom 
end oiling, as in all BSA twins. 


Prices 

low £2500 high £4500 


A70 Lightning 

751cc ohv twin 4251b SOmpg 
120mph 1971 


US-ONLY HOMOLOGATION 


A75R Rockets 

740cc ohv triple 5201b : 35mpg 
125mph 1968-72 


ARGUABLY THE FIRST superbike, 
the Rocket 3 was quite a sensation 
when launched, with its vivid 
acceleration, unconventional styling, 
high top speed and excellent 
steering. The bikes are in great 
demand, and can he expensive to 
run, although parts supply Is good 
from several expert and specialist 
suppliers. Rewarding to own and 
ride, and can accept the disc brake 
and electric starter from the T160 
Trident, Fascinating machines. They 
share an excellent owners’ club with 
Triumph's Tridents. 

Prices 

low £6500 high £10,000 

DOUGLAS 

T ho siimtl Ri-isto] 

maiiufautiirer wliieli 
always .sociiied to ho in 
fiiiaiioiii] difficullyv but wliich 
produced some interesting 
boxer Dviiis with viuiablc 
production tpialih. Despite the 
BMW -like aeross the fr^inie flat 
twill desi^^n. with tlic cranks 
axis ill line with the frames 


Mark Series 

348cc ohv flat twin 3401b 
65mpg 75mph 


HARD TO FIND for sale, even 
harder to find on the road, Fine 
handling for their day, but a little 
fragile in the power dept Once 
called 'the Bugatti of motorcycles'. 
The engineering is innovative, with 
their own take on suspension at 
both ends, including a truly unusual 
reliance upon torsion bars. The 
engines are sweet, smooth and 
gentle. Avoid the initial {teething 
troubled) T35 model. The Mk3 
Sports is the acknowledged one to 
have; SO-Plus and 90-Plus sporting 
versions are faster and boast better 
brakes for a frighteningly high price. 


Prices 

low £3500 high £5500 

Dragonfly 

348cc ohv flat twin 3951b 
55mpg 75rnph 1954-57 

ODDLY STYLED TOURING 350 

twin, featuring Earles forks and a 
faired headlamp / petrol tank, as 
well as conventional rear 
suspension. An involving, unusual 
machine with a rev- happy engine 
providing almost adequate ♦ 
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performance and with excellent 
steering, but dire brakes and 
limited specialist support. 


Prices 

low £3000 high £5000 


FRANCIS-BARNETT 

P art of tile ASIC ^^I'oiip. 
F-H built sturdy in id 
ploddiiii^ 2-sl:mkes 
iisin^ both the Puitti-desi^iied 
AMC engine nrid the better 
^'llliers unit in a v ariety' of 
eapaeities and styles. Not at 
present ver\^ liigiily*regarded 
by the eiiissie erowd, l"-Bs iire 
cheap etn>tigh to provide a lot 
of fill! in the old bike milieu., 
and are reliable if looked 
after. Models to look out for 
iiielude the anui/ingly styled 
Fill man ^^hieh has a siiuill 
AMC engine to propel its 
ini usual frame, leading link 
front forks and s^^ oopy^ 
bodywork slowly along., and 
the Cn.iLser twins (89 and 
91b whieb have almost 
aeeeptiible perfoniianee. 
Prices h>r the ^> hole range are 
similar and low. 

0\^ ners Clubs (their own. as 
well as the British Two- 
Stroke); searce spai*es, apart 
from for the ^''iU^e^s engines. 


Prices 

low £850 high £1250 


GREEVES 


B uilt in Tliiindersley, 
Fssex, the Ore eves 
ntnge of liglitw eight, 
eompetitioii-baseil maeliiiies 
were ahvays a bit different 
from the more mimdaiie 
eoiiiiiuiter bikes \\ ith which 
they' shared the use of Villiers 
engines. The nn>st striking 
features are the alloy beaiii- 
hased frame and leading-link 
foilvs which used rubber in 
torsion as the spring uiedinm. 
Any bike which could be 
described as ‘off-road^ will 
eouiinand a liigher price, but 
the roadster models, using 
btith VMliers singles and twin 
engines, can prov ide superb 
steering, some st> le and a 
little perfomiaiicc. 

Silverstoiie road- racers are 
highly eovcicd by bcjth 
collectors and riders, mIhIc 
the less than subtle Fast 
Coaster is the Fd s personal 
favourite. 


Prices 

low £2000 high £2750 


HESKETH 

aiinchcd at a wondering 
or Id as yet another 
Great British world- 
beater, Lord llesketh's 
innnster V-tivin tiinied out to 
be an expensive flop, largely 
because the splcndid-hiokiiig 
power unit was inadequately^ 




TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE T120TT. Great barn find 
Engine case does not match the frame, the top end 


maybe original 67 spec. Aside from a few items this is an 
original bike, carbs are TT spec, 389/95 monoblocs w/66 
date, very minor surface rust in the tank, sidestand iug is 
broken off SOLD FOR £4200 


developed and lacked the 
sophistication required hy 
those spending armind it 6000 
on a inotoreyTle. It was also 
panned by the Press, although 
at least one i>f CBG s team 
likes them. Production of a 
si>rt dribbled on for years, 
including a suggested re- 
launch using more mcKleni 
snspeusicin and bi-akes as well 
as a bigger i^ersioii of the 
original engine. There are .still 
a few' hnv mileage examples 
about w hieh could inake 
sense, especially if ilicy have 
been np-dated with the EX It) 
kit of improved engine parts. 
Spares supply' mostly' 
excellent. The current 
llcskcth eoneem is intent 
upon launeliiiig a new range 
of \'-twins using a proprietary 
pow'ci'iilant ratliei* than their 
invii. 

VI 000 

992cc dohe V-twin 5601b 
35mpg 120mph 1982-84 


ALSO SOLD AS the Vempire with a 
striking full enclosure, the unfaired 
VI 000 is let down by a noisy 
engine, a stiff gearchange and a 
very tall riding position. The rest of 
the machine is pretty good, using 
the best parts from European 
suppliers of the day, and most of 
the faults can be eliminated with 
redesigned parts developed by 
Mick Broom. Many of the criticisms 
come from those whoVe never 
ridden one, and those who ride 
them usually like them. 


Prices 

low £10000 high £14000 


JAMES 


T he uther AMC 2-struke 
builder, probably most 
woll-knowii foi‘ their 
Ckidet ami Ckiptaiii 
commuters, which were ^'el"y' 
dull indeed. Once again, the 
better l>uys are those which 
arc powered by' Millers rather 
than Piatti-designed AMC 
engines, and the veiy late 
(1966) Snperswift tw'in is 
pmhably the one to find. 
Some machines w'ci'c built 
with the MUiers 4T unit, 
which is a little less slow'. The 
,James Scooter (whieh was 
sold a.s the Matchle.ss Pap(*ose 
ill the ITS!) is the one to iu'oid 
— unle.ss y'ou truly are a 


collector of lost causes. 
However, a lot of low-cost, 
hi gli -amusement liiliiig can be 
luid from any of the James 
range, and they can't 
depreciate nmcli. Like most 
British 2-strokers, they ha\'e a 
lied iea ted buiitl of expert fails. 


Prices 

low £850 high £1500 


MATCHLESS 


T lie once -famous marque 
was ijffcreil a new lease 
of life from a new' home 
ill Xewttifi Abbot in Devon, 
Only' one model w-as offered; a 
Rotax-engined 500ce single, 
cither with or without deetrie 
start, and with a second b'oni 
brake disc to liaiiille tile 
power of the elect rie start (a 
joke). The frame, designed by 
Triumph engineer Brian 
Jones, is oil-bearing, light and 
neat. Many spares are 
available from either the 
ciniipaiiy (LF Harris) or from 
Rotax. The G80 suffered from 
o^'er-priciiig. sadly, and ilidnT 
do well, 

G80 

499cc ohc single 39015 55mpg 
95mph 1987-90 


EARLY STARTING AND finish 
problems would appear to have 
been overcome on the later bikes, 
and the G80 makes a pleasant, 
practical, comfortable classic styled 
bike for everyday use. If you have a 
choice, opt for the electric stari and 
twin front discs and accept that 
you II pay more for one of those. 


Prices 

low £2000 high £4000 


NORTON 

A n ^VMC coiiityany fi^im 
1953. Norton moved 
from their Biniiingham 
Ikisc to the L.oiidoji .l\MC w oriis 
in 196.1 as pjirt of the pjireiit 
eoin[Xuiy's stiTiggle to stay' 
aflofit. Tliey built a wide mnge 
of maeliiiies including .sidc^'al^ c 
skiggcrs, ohc singles mid ohv 
P\ins. Famously lx.4ter 
txKidlioIdiiig tli;ui die Tiiumph 
erimj^ietition althongli many' 
riders prefer the THmiiph s 
periiy' pow er deli'i'en'; alw ays 
more expensh'e tlian BSA, AIS 
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or MatdilL'SS 

die iVMCi eriLsh of Yif>* 
die ne«' Norton MUiers etniceni 
collect itni ted on 
laiineliiii^ the Coiiuinuido in 
l%7 and rel\in^ on variants on 
diis dieiiie iindl pnidaodon 
ecjiscd in 1977, A i%'\i> ed 
successor coinjiiiny pnxiiiced 
se^ end liniidretl twin-rotor 
Waiikcl endued niacl lines 
be ceil 1983 Luid 1*>92, wliieli 
have lieefniie aeeeiited as 
cliLSsies despite tJieir 
stnmj^eness. Tlie niodeni nm^e 
of 961 Coiiiiiiand<is isstitl 
current, so not considered here, 
yet, S|varcs is exeelleiit 

for die ehLssic twins, reasonable 
for the singles: likewise for tlie 
rr italics despite the demise of 
die ktetory; ,\n exeelleiit owners’ 
eliih, who supply mi iiiereasiii^ 
range of ol'iseiire spares. 

Jubilee 

249ccohvtwjn 3501b 75mpg 
65mph 1 1958-66 


WELL-DESIGNED bul 

underdeveloped and sometimes 
poorly assembled unit construction 
twin engine in AMC group 
lightweight chassis. Suffered from oil 
leaks, mechanicaJ disasters and the 
Wipac eiecthcai bits. Deluxe version 
looks smart if you like skirls. The 
James -style forks and wheels deny 
cred from an otherwise interesting 
machine. The unit construction 
lightweight twin engine is in 
intriguing design: easy to work on, 
and should be robust, with its huge 
main and big end bearings. Oddly, 
its reputation is less than that 


Prices 

low £1700 high £2300 


Navigator 

349cc ohv twin 350Jb 65mpg 
75mph 1 1960-65 


ENLARGED AND MORE useful 
Jubilee with Roadholder forks and 
an 8" front brake. Enough 
performance for cruising the 
byways and excellent handling, 
Expensive (for a lightweight) but 
wietdy and manageable. Handsome 
too, in a baby- Dorn mi way, and 
quick enough, if not fast. 


Prices 

low £2000 high £2800 


Electra 

394cc ohv twin 3601b 55mpg 
75mph 1963-6S 


RARE ELECTRIC START version 
of the Navigator with a few more 
CCS and indicators. The best of the 
lightweights and pretty civilised for 
1963, Provided the electrical 
system's in decent condition, the 
starter is reliable enough too. Light 
and agile, with great steering and 
stopping. It even has indicators. 


Prices 

tow £2000 II high £3500 


Model 50 

348cc ohv single 4001b 75nipg 
75mph 1956-63 


GENTLE TRAD BRIT single with 
nice manners and gentle 
performance- Post '59 models are 
the most expensive, with the 
famous featherbed frame, decent 
lights and good looks, but the 
earlier non-featherbed machines 
are charming, much cheaper and 
have a better riding position. Very 
few survive, most were turned into 
Tritons... 


Prices 

low £2500 high £4500 

Model 40 

349c ohc single 1 3401b 1 65mpg i 
SSmph. 1946-58 

FUSSY CAMSHAFT SINGLE, aka 

the International, a distant 
roadgoing relative of the racing 
Manx models. Featherbed bikes are 
best, but ludicrously expensive. 
Experts are out there; identifying 
them is rarely easy. Parts are 
available, but are never wallet- 
friendly. 


Prices 

low £20000 high £30000 


16H 

490cc sv single 3651b 55mpg 
65mph 11945-55 


MOST UN-NORTON-LIKE slogger 
with less performance than a 
modern 125, They do have much 
charm though, and some riders 
prefer them to BSA's equivalent 
M20, which was also a favourite 
with WW2 soldier DRs. Used to be 
found with chair attached and 
completely worn out now usually 
observed at military revivalist 
meetings. 


Prices 

low £2450 II high £4000 



1966TRIUMPHT120R 650 BONNEVILLE. Matching 
numbers, a good restoration project. Starts with a couple 
of kicks, sounds good and strong. Wheel rims are not 
bad, tank is good, seat and seat pan in good nick. Oil 
pumps round when running, wiring a bit micky mouse, 
non original coils on, battery is good, Duty has been paid. 
SOLD FOR £4200 


Model 18 /ES2 

490cc ohv single 3S0lb 60mpg 
75mph 1947-62 


NORTON^S TRAD BRIT single. An 
average performer in all areas until 
the featherbed frame gave it 
brilliant handling for 1959. Again, 
it's a pleasant bike, but a lot of the 
late ones were converted into 
Tritons, Opinion suggests that they 
are one of the best British singles. 
The Model 18(1945-54) is 
essentially the plunger ES2 less the 
plungers; ie. it retained the earlier 
rigid frame but used the 
Road holder front end. 


Prices 

low £3200 high £4800 


ES2 Mk2 & 
Model 50 Mk2. 

964-66 


MATCHLESS MACHINES WITH 

Norton badges and bearing no 
resemblance to Teal’ ES2s. Built for 
some odd marketing reason for a 
short time prior to the AMC coliapse. 
Very rare now; price as AJS 
350/500, plus invisible rarity factor, 

5?9Wtwin 4131b 60mpg 
90mpg 1948-52 


AN UNUSUAL NORTON twin, 
with a gentle iron-head version of 
the Dominator twin engine in a 
plunger bicycle similar to that of the 
ES2, Handling nowhere near 
featherbed class, but an interesting 
and comfortable machine. 
Debatable whether it’s really worth 


any more than the equivalent BSA 
A7, but always priced higher. 


Prices 

law £3000 high £4500 


SB 

497cc ohv twin 4201b I60mpg 
90mph 1951-66 


THE FIRST FEATHERBED- 
FRAMED roadster twin and a fine 
motorcycle. Brilliant steering, excellent 
brakes and smooth (if a little noisy) 
motor make for a good time. Frame 
layout can produce leg-ache after a 
long run. Also available as the SSSS, 
which had twin carbs, a siamesed 
exhaust and was quite quick. 


Prices 

low £5000 high £7500 


Model 30 (International} 

490cc ohc single 3601b 60mpg 
95mph 1946-58 


CAM MY SPORTS SINGLE which 
offered simitar performance to the 
88 twin but required much more 
effort to achieve it. Good looks, 
class and oil leaks fail to justify the 
incredible prices. Camshaft kudos 
is invaluable, however. 


Prices 

low £14500 high £25000 


Model19 

596cc ohv single 3851b 60mpg 
70mph 1955-57 


MONSTER 600 SINGLE for the 
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1961 TRIUMPH TIGRESS SCOOTER, original log book 
Repainted a few years ago but still looks brilliant. 

Stainiess steel exhaust, seat recovered. Pushed it into the 
garden for the photos, kicked it a few times and it was 
running. Sounds OK. Could do with a new battery. 

UNSOLD AT £1630 


chair puNers with little to commend 
it except rarity. Suffix ‘S' stands for 
Sprung fnot Sports, silly) and 'R' for 
Rigid, Very long stroke engine 
makes it a master at climbing 
mountains as well as hard to start 


Prices 

low £3000 I high £3700 


Big 4 

596cc sv single J 4001b \ SOmpg 
65mpb 1 1947-54 


PRE-WAR RELfC intended to haul 
vast loads great distances very 
slowly. Overpriced by the name on 
the tank. Rare spares. 


Prices 

low £3000 14 high £4500 


Model 77 

RARE TWIN; BASICALLY a 99 

engine in a non-featherbed 
swinging arm bicycle very similar to 
the same- year ES2. Comfortable, 
calm bike to ride, and intended 
mainly for sidecar use. US riders 
could buy the Mom ad, a desert sled 
version of this machine with great 
styling and better performance. 


Pricas 

low £3500 I high £4500 
(Nomad d lot more) 


99 

596 cc ohv twin 4201b 55mpg 
lOOmph II 1956-62 


STRETCHED 88 WITH a little 
more speed and vibration. One of 


the best of the entire Demina tor 
series. Shared the same cycle parts 
as the other featherbed twins and 
developed with them. Single carb. 
gained an alternator in 1958 and 
the slimmer slimline featherbed in 
1959. 


Prices 

low £5500 high £7500 


650SS / Mercury 

646cc obv twin f 4201b H SOmpg 
llOmph 1960-69 


STRETCHED 99 WITH better 
performance, greater vibration and 
the slimline featherbed chassis. 
Very fast but harsh with it The final 
featherbed twin was the Mercury, 
built alongside the Commando until 
1969 with a single carb, light 
mudguarding and no tacho. 
Possibly the most pleasant 
featherbed twin. 


Prices 

iow £5000 H high £6500 


Atlas 

745cc ohv twin il 4201b 1 50mpg I 
llOmph! 1963-68 


STRETCHED 650 WITH no more 
go but plenty of vibes. Huge 
amount of torque makes for a very 
relaxed cruiser, but vibration spoils 
the thrill of the acceleration. Still a 
good bike, and rewarding to ride, 
although much overshadowed by 
the Commando in the classic era. 


Prices 

tow £5000 high £6500 


GUIDE^^^h 

N15 

745cc obv twin 4201b 45mpgl 
nOmph 1964-68 

NORTON ATLAS ENGINE in a 

Matchless chassis and off-road 
clothes makes for a wild early trail 
bike. Mainly sold in the US as 
'desert sleds'. Loads of noise, vibes, 
excitement. Strangely, the Atlas 
engine shakes rather less in the 
Matchless's lugged frame than in 
Norton's all-welded featherbed. 


Prices 

low £5500 high £7500 


P11/P11A/ Ranger750 

745cc ohv twin 400lbl45mpg 
llOmph 1965-69 


DEFINITIVE US DESERT racer, 

with the Atlas lump in Matchless 
G85 CS scrambler cycle parts 
making a beast ot a bike. Very rare 
and very fine street scrambler. 


Prices 

low £7000 high £9000 


Commando 

745cc ohv twin 1 4501b 55mpg 
™ 125mph 1 1968-73 
S28cc ohv twin 4501b B SOmpg 
a 120mph 1 1973-77 


THE LAST STRETCH of the 

Dominator engine. The increasing 
vibration was tamed by the Isolastic 
rubber frame mounts, at the 
expense of some steering precision. 
Early versions used what was 
basically an Atlas engine; the 850 
was much more refined, less prone 
to oil loss and less rapid. Sold as 
Fastback (with unusual styling), 
Fastback LR (bigger tank), 

Roadster (small tank), S' (high 
pipes and small tank), HiRider 
(bizarre custom thing), Interstate 
(vast tanked tourer), John Player 
Special (fake racer) and as a real 
prod die racer. 1975 brought us the 
Mk3, complete with a single disc 
brake at each end and an electric 
start. This was the butt of much 
humour at the time, but modern 
replacement starter motors cure it. 
Possibly the best Brit twin, certainly 
a genuine British superbike, with all 
the charm of the big engine without 
the vibration. Spares supply is 
excel lent I endless opportunities to 
upgrade engine and anciliaries. 
Superb owners' club- 


Prices 

low £4500 high £8500 


Classic 

5SBcc twin roUry 4981b fi 40mpg 
llOmph 1988-89 


THE FIRST CIVILIAN rotary 
Norton. Neat traditional style and 
unique performance. One hundred 
and one built and sold. Check that 
it reaity is a Classic and not a re- 
upholstered police Interpol 2 . 


Prices 

low £7000 high £11000 


Interpol 2 

58Scc twin rotary 4981b 1 4Qmpg 
nOmph 1983-88 


THE MOST COMMON of the rotary 
series. Built for police and fleet use. 
the spine frame and ultra-smooth 
rotary engine, allied to a BMW RT- 
style fairing, fully enclosed drive 
chain and hard Craven-type 
panniers produced an excellent 
touring machine. All rotaries 
depend on informed maintenance, 
Modern ignition systems and 
lubricants liberate them from their 
ea riy u n rel ia bi I ity. M a rzoc c h i fork s 
and Brembo brakes add to the 
riding pleasure. Buy with care, or 
budget for a specialist rebuild 
before use. 


Prices 

low £4000 ;i high £5500 


Commander 

588cc l/c twin rotaty 4981b ! 
40mpg li 1 lOmph 1 1988-93 


NORTON REPLACED THE air- 
cooled Interpol 2 with the more 
refined liquid-cooled Commander. 
Built in parallel for fleet / police use 
and the civilian market, it replaced 
the Italian components of the (P2 
with running gear from Yamaha's 
XJ900. Excellent fairing, and twin 
batteries to provide confidence for 
private users as well as major 
electricals for the police. Early 
machines offered only non- 
removable hard panniers, while the 
last ones were fitted with 
detachable Krauser items. Buy with 
care; rotary engines respond badly 
to neglect but are fast and reliable 
when properly set up. 


Prices 

low £5000 high £7500 
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FI 

5 88c€ twin rotary 162 kg 
32mpg 135mpfi, 1990-92 


If you want to preserve for posterity, 
buy an original FI, if you want to 
ride a bike, buy the later FI Sport, 
Water-cooled rotor motor with 
Yamaha gearbox in exotic alloy 
beam' chassis and staggering 
styling. Overheated in traffic, but 
brilliant to ride. Superb handling 
and considerable rapidity. Buy a 
bike only with a known histoty and 
preferably a service record. 


Prices 

low £14000 I high £18000 


PANTHER 

B uilt by Phelori ^nid 

Moore in Cl^^oldiuntinu 
Yorksliire, Piintlier 
motorcycles inspire liiijtSc 
loyal in their owners and 
seem to spur them on to 
iiieredibte feats. As well as the 
galaxy-spanning biltt sk>pers, 
1^8c.M built a raii^^e lighter 
4-stroke singles and a ranji^e of 
2 -stroke litilitweit^hts poweretl 
by the ubk|iiitoiis Villiers 
engines and featiiriiij^ Earles 
forks. They also imported the 
Terrot setjoter in a vain tilt at 
the scooter market. Panthers 
have little perfonnaiiee but 
(Jreat ohann, Aoti\T and 
eo nip lately eeeentrie 0\\ ners 
(dub. Spares OK. 

Models 65/75 

248/348CC ohv singles i 
340/350lb 75/65mpgl 
63/72mph 1947-62 


A PAIR OF very traditional British 
singles with a pedigree dating back 
to Boadicea at least. Rugged, 
simple, immortal and distinctly non’ 
sporting, they were equipped with 
about the best tele-forks to have 
been made in Britain; Dowty's 
'OJeomatic’ (pump-up, air-sprung) 
units. Worth a ride for these alone. 


Prices 

low £1750 I high £2500 


Model 100 

598cc ohv single v 440lb 60mpg 
75mph r 1946-63 


IMTENDED AS A chairpuller, and 
looking quite odd without one, they 
have immense reliability, leak 
hugely and run on for years. Built 


for durability rather than looks. 
Supremely charming to own. One of 
Brit biking's great characters. 


Prices 

low £3000 high £5000 


Model 120 

646cc ohv single 4401b 1 55mpg 
80mph 1959-65 


ENLARGED BUT LITTLE 

different. 'Notably more troubled 
than the Model 100' said noted 
historian Steve Wilson. Some spares 
are very rare, but the owners' club 
can usually help. 


Prices 

low £2800 » high £4000 


ROYAL ENFIELD 


F n>m their Kciklitch 
wni‘ks. KE built a 
I'cspcckible ran^c cif 
.staid singles and twins wliicli 
wci'c at one time mostly 
famous for tlicir inability to 
retain tlicir oil. They li.sted two 
nm^ies of sinjilas. one based on 
the Bullet and tlie other on the 
u iii t-coii St rii c tiem C r Lisi I der. 
There also a nither nice 
Villiei's i>o\\'ei*ed 25(k the 
Tlix'bo Tvnii, hi ell is ^ er>^ rare. 
The twins came in 5(KJ, 700 
and 750 capacities,, arguably 
the best of which were the late 
Interceptors, which have 
Norton forks and front wheel 
and ijo as well as they kM>k. All 
liea\ y models used the Mbioii 
]^earbo\, liieh was out-dated 
by 1956 and cmi be slow' 
llirou^^h the ^cars with an tald 
ncutnd-fiuder lever to play 
with. Spares for most models 
are yQvy go(>d, w ith mueb 
iiiteidiani^e between Brit-built 
Bullets and their Indian 
deseeiidants. 

Clipper 

248cc ohv single 3501b " 85mpg 
60mph 1953-57 


GENTLE AND RARE. Even rose- 
tinted retro-vision doesn't help 
much with the performance. 


Prices 

low £1750 It high £2200 


Crusader 

248cc ohv single ' 3301b 75mpg 
75mph 1956-66 


UNIT CONSTRUCTION SINGLE 

with good handling and oi! leaks. 
Also offered with 
a 5-speed gearbox (the Super 5} 
which had something of a 
reputation for unreliability. 


Prices 

low £1750 high £2500 


Continental 

248cc ohv single 320lbll65mpg 
aOmph 1962-67 


RESTYLED VERSION OF the 5- 

speed Crusader, with more waft, 
vibration and oil leaks. Odd semi- 
racer styling on the GT model. 


Prices 

low £2200 II high, £3000 


Bullet 

346cc ohv single 3651b 70mpg 
I70mph 1949-63 


ENFIELD’S RATHER UNDER- 
RATED version of the trad Brit 
single, distinguished by intriguing 
detail design. Less common 600 
version with more torque is perhaps 

a better machine, but both steer 
extremely well. British-built Bullets 
much more valued than Indian 
ones. 


Prices 

low £2000 high £4000 


Meteor Minor 

496cc ohv twin 4201b 60mpg 


85mph 1959-63 


DEVELOPED FROM THE rare 
'500 Twin', the small RE twin is a 
much under-rated machine which 
goes and handles very well, 
atthoijgh some spares can be 
elusive. 


Prices 

low £2500 high £3200 


Bullet /Electra/ 
Continental 

499cc ohv single 3901b SOmpg 
180mph >1 1955-present 


PRODUCTION OF BULLETS 

continued in Chennai, India, long 
after it ended in Blighty Quality 
dubious until mid-1990s, 
incremental improvements since 
then. Official UK bikes always built 
to a better standard than grey 
imports. Electra -X came with lean- 
burn engine and five-speed 
gearbox. Fuel-injection and unit 
construction from 2007. Latest 
version boosted to 535cc for caf6 
racer Continental GT model. Heaps 
of choice, great value, excellent 
spares supply and enthusiast 
suppliers. 


Prices 

low £1500 high £3000 


Super Meteor 

692cc ohv twin. 4301b 1 55mpg 
lOOmph 1952-60 


ANOTHER UNDER-RATED twin, 
with good manners and excellent ♦ 



TRIUMPH TRIDENT T1 60V. Frame and engine 


numbers match, all new parts for the gearbox, sourced. 
NOS casings. Frame sprayed by Black Shuck Customs in 
Norwich; superb. Loosely bolted together. The could do 
with a re-spray to match the frame’s quality. No V5. 

SOLD FOR £3045 
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ndeabHity. Very good tourer. 
Developed into the Consteflation for 
1959, with better styling, better 
handling, less reliability and 
1 10m ph U Try one and be 
(pleasantly) surprised. 


Prices 

low £2500 high £3500 


Constellation/Interceptor 

Mkl 

692/736cg ohv twin ’ 4351b I 
llOmph 1 1958-68 


A RACE-BRED SPORTS 

development of the Super Meteor 
Very fast but earned a deserved 
reputation for fragility and external 
lubrication. The later and larger 
Interceptor Mkl was a little better. 


Prices 

low £3000 high £4500 


Interceptor Mk2 

736cc ohv twin. 4421b, 112mph, 
1968-70 


A SERIOUS CONTENDER for 

Britain's best-ever big (parallel) 
twin. A super redesign of the old 
engine lifted it Into the near- 
bulletproof bracket. Crushingiy 
handsome good looks, good 
handling and an immense power 
spread, no oil leaks, Norton forks 
and front brake are very effective, 
and the only let-down is the 
gearbox, which has a chasm 
between 3rd and top. The Rfckman- 
framed offspring is sheer magic, but 
it was all too late to stop RE from 
going under, 


Prices 

low £4000 II high £7500 


SCOTT 


M ade p<>st-war in 

Binimigiuiiii by the 
Acrco Jig iiitd Tool 
CY>iiip;in>% M'ho tofvk ovar 
prod notion from the Shipley 
faetoiy and oojiiproiiiised the 
long-established .speei heatioii 
w ith sophistioation that Just 
seemed to add weight. *\ii 
intriguing mix of t Jd and 
iiluutst modem witli sweet 
mannei's if yonVe not in a 
great hiiriy. .\lwiiys re me in her 
that all Heott engines are 2- 
stmke twins and are not like 
any other engine youH have 
encountered heft* re. Only ever 


buy one from someone yon 
tmst and who Icnows what 
they're selUiig. haseinathig 
machines, with ingenious 
solutions to problems you 
diduT know existed. 

Squirrel 

596cc 2*str. twin '1 400ib II 50mpg 
II 80mpti 1947-mid 60s 


QUIRKY, TORQUEY, AND for the 

individualist only. Unique, 
Absorbing to own and rewarding to 
ride. 


Prices 

low £4500 II high £6500 


SUNBEAM 


T he Stiiiheani name w'as 
aequired by USA (fn>in 
AMC) during \\A\ 2 and 
was reiaiiiiehed in '46 as an 
upmarket tourer. Sadly, the 
S7/S8 series niael lines were 
never fully developed and 
sales were disappointing. Most 
wearing sjiares avfdlahle frtnti 
one major mid expert stniree. 
Clev er engineering, well made 
and a tnie alternative to all 
other British 5()0ee paiidlel 
twins, 

S7/S8 

490cc ohc in-line twin li 4901b H 
55mpg li 80mph II 1946-57 


INTENDED AS THE ideal touring 
motofcyde, with a rubber mounted, 
unit construction, understressed 
power unit, driving via a shaft. 
Comfortable and handsome but the 
S7 was let down by sluggish 
performance and ponderous 
handling. The SS looked slimmer, 
with its BSA front forks and brake, 
and steered a little better. 

Something of an heroic faiiure. 
Always worth consideration if style is 
more important than speed. 


Prices 

low £3600 II high £5000 


TRIUMPH 


T hese chaps started the 
British obsession with 
parallel twins just 
before the 1939-45 w ar and 
kept them in produetion until 
198S (latterly at the LF Harris 
works in Devon), before John 
Bkmr began again at 


] liiieldey. The exeellent 
a\ ailability^ of spiircs for most 
of the post-war niotJels makes 
them very popular with riders 
in the eliissie w t>rld, and tlie>^ 
are indeed very' practical and 
plentiful bikes. Huge numbers 
of I'S-spee B<jiinies and 
Tridents have eome back from 
the States, along with 
cpuin titles of .NOS spares. 
Triumphs are often 
ineehanieally noisy, and with 
less than perfect steering on 
the *5()s and early-' 60s tw ius. 
Triumph also built some 
oddh' pleasant scooters - 
tl I ey 're rea 11 y a I tern a ti v e! 
Spares supply is mnple (but 
quality variable); the owners' 
elub is aetiv-e and 
eiithusiastie, and hath twins 
and triples have beiiefilted 
greatly from modem re- 
engineered eoniponenls. If 
you absolutely must Inn e a 
Trill in ph then you'll happib' 
pay the price premium which 
the badge eoiiimands; but if 
you started here simply 
because it’s a familiar name 
then go look at BSAs for a 
softer entry to elassie Brits. 
Early Hinckley Triunipbs have 
achieved 'elassie' status 
already; look out for them in 
a future i.s.sue. 

Tiger Cub 

I99cc ohv single % 2301b 85mpg 
65mph 


DEVELOPED FROM THE earlier 

ISOcc Terrier, the Tiger Cub was a 
great learner bike of its day. Sold in 
offToad form as well as roadster 
many have also been converted for 
use in pre-65 trials Some suffered 
from weird wiring and weak brakes 
and big end. The late ones are best, 
with the BSA Bantam rolling chassis. 
Massively popular, and priced way 
beyond their performance. 


Prices 

low €2000 I high £5000 


TR25, Blazer SS 

249cc ohv single 3201b ■* 55mpg 
SOmph 1971-72 


A NEAT STREET scrambler based 
around the BSA B25, which is 
identical bar the styling and 
badges. Don't be put off by their 
poor reputation: used sensibly, with 
frequent oil changes, they can be 
fun and practical to ride. Triumphs 
appear to fetch higher prices than 
BSA, oddly. The oil-bearing frame is 


excellent two different front brakes 
were used, both can be made to 
work well. Earlier TR25W Trophy is 
as uninspired as the BSA Starfire, 
which It really is. 


Prices 

low £1750 high £2500 


3TA 

348cc ohv twin 1 3601b 70mpg 1 
SOmph 1957-68 


ALSO CALLED THE 21 (21 cu in 

= 350cc), this was the first unit- 
construction Triumph I Bizarre 
'bathtub' rear end styling makes 
them stand out; odd handling, 
feeble brakes and occasional 
sparks make you wonder why they 
sold so well. Sporty version was the 
Tiger 90f which was nicer and 
lasted a year longer. 


Prices 

low £2750 I high £3650 


5T Speed TWin 

498cc ohv twin 1 3751b 65mpg 
90mph 1 1946-57 


EARLY POST-WAR models have 
weak forks and brakes, copious leaks, 
rattles and poor road holding. No 
wonder they sold well! Avoid anything 
with a sprung hub if you enjoy riding 
rapidly. Engine is sweet and willing, 
however, and just a few miles will 
reveal the reason for the enduring 
popularity of Triumph's twins. 


Prices 

low £3500 I high £5000 


Tiger 100 

498cc ohv twin 1 3701b 60mpg i 
lOOmph 1946-57 


SPORTS VERSION OF the 5T, 

with same comments and more 
performance. The all alloy engine is 
3 rattler, but is a mover - it's a 
shame so many ended up in Tritons 
and Tribsas. Riding an early s/arm 
model can be (a little too) exciting, 
though the off- road models are 
simply superb. 


Prices 

low £4000, high £5800 

5TA 

498cc ohv twin 1 3851b 50mpg 
aSmph : 1958-66 


UNIT CONSTRUCTION 
REPLACEMENT for the 5T, with 


92 AUGUST 2015 ! CLASSIC HIKE GUIDE 


'bathtub' rear enclosure, puny 
frame and a monster front 
mudguard. Crisp engine, interesting 
handling at speed. The engine is 
faster than the frame: excitement 
guaranteed. The TIOOA was the 
first unit Tiger 100; iooked more like 
a motorcycle, and tasted until '6L It 
was fotiowed by the TIOOSS Q962- 
65), the T 100 (1966), took a great 
leap forward to become the TIOOS 
(1967-70) and the TIOOT (1967- 
70) with a quicker motor. This 
became theTlOOC (1971*72) and 
finaliy the TIOOR Daytona (1971- 
73). Later models are usuaiJy better. 
Original bathtub enclosures are now 
very hard to find (riders of the time 
did the wise thing and binned 
them) although remanufactured 
items surface every so often. 
Practical fun bikes. 


Prices 

low £2500 high £4500 


TR5T Adventurer 

498cc ohv twin 1 3301b 50mpg 
aomph 1 1973-74 


TRIUMPH 500 TWIN engine in 

□it-bearing 250 single scrambler 
cycle parts. Fairly rare, under- 
geared but handsome, popular and 
frisky. One of the most peculiar 
exhausts ever and unique 
instruments! 


Prices 

low £4500 li high £6000 


TRW 

498cc sv twin fl 375ib 65mpg (I 
70mph 11 1948^65 


QUIETLY CHARMING MILITARY 

machine; delightful if leisurely. 
Rigid rear end and sprung saddle 
provides 'vintage' feel, with added 
benefit of reasonable brakes. Many 
parts interchangeable with Trophy 
trials model, so many were 
converted. Many were civilianised 
after being demobbed: modern 
ironies find numerous examples 
now converted back to military 
trim. 


Prices 

low £3400 II high £5000 


6TThunderbirci 

649cc ohv twin is 4001b »l SOmpg 
Il95mph II 1950-61 


BfG, SOFT AND smooth ish tourer 
with customary Triumph plus and 
minus points. Sports version was 



1964350CC NORTON NAVIGATOR, In barn for more 
than 25 years in bits. Put it together to see what was 


missing. Tinware in very good order for a bike 51 years 
old; no hard parts to find are missing. Original number 
and a V5 log book, SOLD FOR £722 


the Tiger 110 ('54-61), which was 
faster without too much vibration. 
The iron-head 650 with a sprung 
hub frame is viewed by some as 
the best of all Triumphs, and they 
are excellent riding machines, 


Prices 

low £4500 II high £5700 


TR6 Trophy 

649cc ohv twin 11 4001b 55mpg 
105mph II 1954-73 


AMERICAN-ORIGINATED SEMI 

off-roader which through the years 
evolved for the UK as a roadster 
replacement for the Th underbird, 
with more stability and similar 
performance. Bonneville 
improvements usually ended up on 
the Trophies too, and many 
consider the single-carb engines to 
be sweeter than the twin-carb 
Bonnies. Engine prefix TR6P 
denotes an ex-police bike. The 
Thunderbird name was used for 
the late (1981 83) short-stroke 
TR65i an excellently revvy rider's 
machine but fairly unusual. 


Prices 

low £4000 r high £6000 


Tiger 110 

649cc ohv twin 420tb 60mpg i 
109mph 1953-61 


SPORTING UPGRADE OF the 6T, 

and an entirely pleasant machine to 
ride, the TllO was intended to be 
the fast 650 demanded by the 
Americans, who bought boatloads 
of them. Eclipsed by the arrival of 
the T120 Bonneville in 1959, the 
TllO was phased out soon after. 
The last year, 1961, wasa 
particularly fine machine. 


Prices 

low £4500 « high £5700 


T120 Bonneville 

649cc ohv twin il 4001b SOmpg I 
llOmph 1959-62 


SUPER-SPORTS PRE-UNIT 650, 
always a favourite among the caf^ 
racers, with lots of power, noise, 
shakes and wild handling at speed. 
A cracker, but beware fake fash -ups 
at high prices. The Bonneville name 
adds a load to the price, but if you 
must have one.,. 


Prices 

low £7000 high £12000 


T120 Bonneville 

649cc ohv twin 4101b SOmpg 
llSmph : 1963-74 


THE UNIT BONNIE. The most 
famous British twin of them all; 
hugely well documented 
development history fills many 
books (buy one!), 1966-70 bikes 
fetch the highest prices and are 
arguably the besl of a good bunch. 
1971-74 oily-framed 5-speeders 
(T120V) are the safest, with a disc 
as well as the fifth gear, and they 
are easily the cheapest. 


Prices 

low £3000 high £12000 


T1 50 /T1 60 Trident 

740cc ohv triple 5031b 37mpg 
120mph 1968-75 


FAST AND EXCITING, with 
excellent steering. The disc-braked 
versions stop well, and the electric 
start T 160 is a very fine all-rounder 
indeed. A little more money, 
reliability and further development 
could have kept it in production for 
several more years, and had the 
1180 Thunderbird III made it into 
production it should have sold well 
Everyone should have onej at least 
once. Good spares supply; several 
specialists have continued 
de ve I op m e nt a nd imp roved 
reliability, but they still require 
dedicated owner input 


Prices 

low £5800 high £7500 


T140 Bonneville 750 

744cc ohv twin 4401b SOmpg 
llOmph 11973-88 

A SYMBOL OF the dark days of 
industrial unrest at Triumph's 
Meriden, Coventry works, the 
Bonnie somehow weathered the 
storm and remained available, it 
sold on character alone, and was 
kept in production after the final 
demise of the Triumph Engineering 
Co by LF Harris, finally being 
withdrawn in '88 to make way for 
his new Matchless GSO model. First 
T140s were actually 725cc, but 
those are rare now. UK versions 
suffered from some dire styling, 
while the US versions always looked 
a lot better. Early models are usually 
fasten though as the years passed 
and development resources shrank, 
the big battle was to maintain 
compliance with US emissions 
standards. This effectively reduced 
the performance to keep down the 
noise. Late machines are arguably 
the best, with some very attractive 
limited edition models, and with a 
usually effective electric start taking 
the strain. The Bing carbs are less 
desirable, but the US market 
demanded them, and it's easy 
enough to regain that lost 
performance. Affordable and 
reliable, if not as charming as older 
incarnations. The first and last of 
the classic Brit twins? 


Prices 

low £3200 high £6000 


TR7Tiger750 

SINGLE CARB VERSION of the 
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Bonnie. Similar performance, less 
charisma than the T140, but in 
many ways a preferable machine. 
Smoother, usually, easier to keep in 
tune, and a little more frugal, not 
least because of the single Amal 
carb. Super-rare bright yellow TR7T 
Tiger Trail is a gem if you can 
find one. 


Prices 

low £3200 I high £4500 

TSX 

A FASCINATING ATTEMPT by 

Meriden Triumph to produce a 'soft 
chopper' - a factory custom. 
Bonneville powerpfant and main 
frame, but with clever styling 
tweaks and a fat back wheel 
coupled with many detail changes 
to produce a strikingand unusual 
machine. Few sold, so rare and 
overpriced, 


Prices 

low £5000 M high £7500 


TSS 

744cc ohv twin 1 4201b 45mpg 
120mph 111982*83 


A BOMNIE WITH an 8-valve head. 
A little more performance and a 
certain cachet, maybe^ but 
uncertain reliability. The machine 
should have provided a sporting 
performance, and was certainly 
faster than a contemporary T140, 
but a lack of development 
resources denied it a decent run. 
Eight- valves, twin discs, an electric 
start and subtle styling - as well as 
rarity - command high prices. 


Prices 

low £5000, high £7500 


VELOCETTE 


O ne of the most 
i]idi\ idual 
English hike 

builders, Veloeette’s jireat 
post-^^ ar hope was the 
LE Hat wliieli was 
expected to sell in vast 
iiuiiihei's as a hike for 
eveiwiiuiu. It didn’t, and the 
Hall Green factory had 
eontiiuial cash -flow 
tlifficiilties as a result. 

Even so, they built some 
^^reat siiij^les until the money 
finally ran out in 1971. 
Enthusiasts prov ide a wide 
ran^e of improveiiieiits for 


the W^iooe onginaK and all 
the sinj^les eoininaiid higher 
prices than most other lirit 
equivalents. 

LE 

192cc sv l/c flat twin 2501b I 
100+mpg 1 55mph 1 1949-7 1 


A TRULY HEROIC (commercial) 
failure. For years, British 
motorcyclists had cried out for a 
water-cooled, silent, 
sophisticated, shafted riven bike 
with builTin legsbieids. But they 
didn't buy ft, probably because it 
was too civilised, odd-looking or 
just gutless, LEs are pleasant 
tittle machines with a style of their 
own, a dedicated following and 
their own owners' club. The ohv 
unfaired Valiant roadster was frail 
but flew. 


Prices 

low £1650 M high £1950 

Vogue 

192cc sv l/c flat twin 3301b I 
95mpg 1 55mph 1963-68 

AN ATTEMPT AT updating the LE 
with neat glassfibre bodywork. Very 
attractive and practical bike, but 
with less performance than the 
Ariel Leader. Rare now. 


Prices 

low £2500 II high £3200 


MAC 

349cc ohv single ( 3701b H 70mpg 
I75niph 1952-60 


VELO'S OWN TRAD Brit single is 
a charming machine with good 
steering and reliability. An excellent 
working bike; easy-starting, 
smooth, nimble and comfortable. 
Ideal introduction to the marque. 


Prices 

low £4000 H high £5500 


Viper 

349cc ohv single 1 3901b 1 60mpg 
85mph 1 1956-69 


SWEET 350 SPORTSTER whose 
roadholding outperforms the 
engine. Like most trad Brit 
heavyweight 350s, its bigger 
brother sold better. 


Prices 

low £4500 II high £6500 


GUIDE^^^h 

MSS 

499cc ohv single 4001b 60mpg 
I80mph 11953-68 


GENTLE TOURING 500. The last 
of a breed, with good steering, 
comfort and reliability; plus the 
traditional separate gearbox, Miller 
electrics and strange clutch. Probably 
the easiest of the Vein singles to live 
with, boasting good main road 
performance, fine handling and 
always adequate braking. 


Prices 

low £4000 I high £6000 

Venom 

499cc ohv single 4001b 55mpg 
I95mph I 1956-68 

SPORTS SINGLE IN the old 

tradition. Quick, precise steering 
and high cruising speeds make it a 
desirable machine. Although out- 
dated by the 1960s, Velo 
enthusiasts kept it in production 
after all its rivals had fallen. Venom 
Clubman is the most highly prized, 
highly priced and hard to ride- 


Prices 

low £5500 H high £8500 


Thruxton 

499cc ohv single 3901b 1 50mpg 
105mph 111964-71 


LAST OF THE LINE, and priced 
alongside BSA Gold Stars and Inter 
Nortons. With which they share the 
market’s stratosphere. Often tough 
to start, requiring The Knowledge to 
make them give their best, they are 
only suited to the truly committed 
(and wealthy), 


Prices 

low £7500 X high £12000 


VINCENT 


P robably the most 
widely discussed 
Hritisli uuirque of all 


E&OE 

Tliere will be emirs and ttiere 
are eertEUiily oinis.sions. 
Cori'ceting them is likely he 
too big a task for the CZJG 
simpletons, so your assistanee 
w it! always be appreeiated. If yon 
want uii to atlU / remove / impn>ve 
:m eiitr\\ drop a ii<»te to 


time, ibis small builder of 
higb-c| ual i ty, ex pc list ve 
motoreyeles soldiered on 
with their fiigh performance 
twins until 1955, when 
even re-bad|Siij^^ N8U 
tiddler.s couldn't save them. 
Considering their iiltra- 
higb value, it is good to see 
so iiiaiiy oil the road. 

Spares plentifuk if rather 
expensive, A superb 
owners' eliib and riiliiiA 
eo 111111 unity ensures tbeir 
survival und desirability. 

Comet 

499cc ohv single 1 400lt> tl 
60mpg Il85rnph II 1948-54 


HALF OF THE famous V-twin (half 
the size, half the appeal, less than 
half the price), the Comet shares 
most of its cycle parts with the big 
twins, which keeps up the cost, 
but has a Burman gearbox rather 
than Vincent’s awn^ making it a 
little less charismatic in the eyes of 
some. Good to hde. quick and with 
excellent steering. 


Prices 

low £15000 II high £20000 


1000 

998cc ohv V-twin ll 460lb II 
50mpg II 120mph il 1950-55 


SOLD AS A TOURER (Rapide), 
sportster (Shadow) and fully- 
enclosed super tourer [Black 
Prince), the big Vin has a fearful 
reputation to live up to, and 
largely succeeds- Genuinely 
capable of holding their own in 
the modern motorway world, the 
big twins attract addicts to their 
unique engineering and riding 
experience. Electric starts and 
other upgrades are now 
increasingly considered 
acceptable. Prices are in the 
stars, and show no sign of falling. 
Few owners are disappointed, and 
they can’t afford to be. 


Prices 

low £20000 (I high £HUGE... 


edi to r@d htkegii ide . coin an d 

we'll credit >'fju fi>r utiv cliiinges 
wliioh result. Siniihirly, if you've 
recently M)ld or bouglit a bike, 
drop us a pic of it with tliv price, 
mid we'll use it when tliere's 
Space wiih anonymity if you 
prefer! CEUS 
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BLAST WATER OFF YOUR CLASSIC 1 
LEAVING IT RUST & STREAK FREE! ' 



8 HP* MASTER BLAST ER 4 HP* BLASTER 1.3HP* SIDEKICK 

( 2 year warranty *) ( S year warranty [ 2 year warranty 

Cut drying time by 80% with the Biaster! Quickiy & 
safety btasts moisture out of every nook and cranny 
leaving water with no ptace to hide! Comptetety 
safe for aii paint and chrome finishes. 


240 VOLTS. CE APPROVED. 

Video and fult spec on website » * Peak 

TEL; 020 8445 6811 


www.bikedryers.co.uk 



Visit us online: www.avont3pdie.co-u k 

It's what we do. tt's all we do. Isn't it time ct^ose a speciatlsE? Any tap, tap 
set, lapping drill, die, die nut -any where -arid wtien you need iL We've been dojng 
this for more Iftan 25 years, suppl^Ang the world with vital taps, dies and cutting & 
threading tools of the highest quality. No job is ever too big nor too small, every 
order for is just as important -It's our reputation at slake as well as your deadline. 


iJ\ 

AVON 



Thorney, 

Peterborough 


Tel: 01733 270108 


MOTORCYCLE MOT’S 

• Class 1 • Class 2 

• Three wheelers 

• Trikes 

All makes & models 
catered for 

We also work on 
uniquo/classic bikes 


heritage_thorney@btconnect.com 







37-41 Grosventir Road, London, W7 IHP, Phono: 020 8579 1248 
reg. aIlen_[ond onr^a ! v i rgin . ne i ww reg-a Ik n-lo n don . co. u k 
Open: Mon-Fri 9.30am - G.Otipm. Sat 9.30 - S.lKIpoi 



Meriden Triumph Speciafists 
m TWIN and TRIPLE SPARES, with 
full workshop facilities for servicing, 
repairs and rebuilds 


Royaf Enfieid Spares & Repairs 
Bikes; EFI Buffet B EFI Fury. 



AJS London Agents 
All models available to order, see our 
website for more details 


COME AND VIEW 
A UNIQUE COLLECTION OF 
BRITISH MOTORCYCLES 
FROM 

YESTERYEAR 

Charitable Trust No. J J IS 1 19 



OPEN SA TURDA KV, SUN DA YS & MONDA YS 
ENTRY : ADULT £8 
SENIOR (over 65) £4-50 UNDER 15s £2 

fWILL VARY ON EVENT DAYSJ 

29 Oldfield Lujie South, Greeuford, UB6 9LB 
Plioric:02a 8575 6644 
w’tvw Jondoii-motorcyclc-itiuseuin.org 
Opening times : 10am -4-JOpm 
Last entry^ 4,00pin 
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter. 


ENSIGN 


• Fantastic performance 

• Authentic looks 

• Lower prices 

Ensign's availability and price have made them almost 
standard fitment on classic bikes. They take full advantage 
of modern technology, making them high quality, 

^ practical and durable but with that 
all-important authentic feel. 

The complete range of lyres includes: 
BEADED EDGE 

twin stud 24 k2-25, 26x 2, 
26x2.5, 26x3, 28x3 

WIRED-ON 
universal 325-19, 

350-19, 300-20, 300-21 
trials universal 350-18, 
350-19, 400-19 

A RANGE or TUBES ARE ALSO READILY AVAILABLE 

www.ensigntyres.com 
liotline:01590 612261 
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Yamaha 


YR5 & RD350 - 70-75 

WORDS AND PICS BY STEVE COOPER AND HOWARD OGDEN 

The term giant-killer is often overused hut this time it^s the real deal 


^ Above: RD350A and RD350B, YAMAHA^S ORIGINAL, full on, 35Qs had proved to 
boih owned by Peter Collins significantly more successful than the company 

had anticipated. With horizontally-split crankcases, 
they were the first engines of their type for Yamaha 
and marked a significant departure from the previous 
vertically-split twin motors that were expensive to 
produce and time-consuming to overhaul. 

The YRTs basic architecture had been used on 
the famous TR350 race machines and once handling 
issues had been addressed and the arch two-stroke 
nemesis of seizure had been sorted the resultant 
TR2 became a devastatingly successful bike at both 
privateer and GP level. Yamaha was proving to be 
possibly the most successful factory at grass roots 


level, but the porting of fhe subsequenf YR3 and its 
general construction were proving to be roadblocks 
to further development. Rather than spin the design 
out any longer - as had been the case with the 
YDSl-5 series and its YM305 analogues ^ a totally 
new engine was laid out. The Yamaha 350 YR5 (and 
its smaller 250 YDS7 brother) would prove to be the 
very making of company. In point of fact, the basic 
layout of the YR5 was still being used 20 years later 
on in bikes such as the RZ-1. 

The YR5 was a ground-up design that sought 
to simplify the original 350's construction and 
build. Such was the uniformity of the concept that 
it remains possible to mix-and-match parts over 
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nearly two decades within one single bike. Not all 
such amalgams are ideal, but the very fact that such 
swaps can be done speaks volumes for the initial 
concept. Other than the engine casings, porting 
and castings, the primary differences between the 
incoming and outgoing engines were the location of 
the clutch and oif pump, along with a revision of 
bore/stroke dimensions. The YR5 ran a 64mm 
X 54mm set up in place the older 61mm x 
59,6mrTi and when combined with the new porting 
arrangements the new motor was decidedly more 
rev-happy. 

Square profiled barrels and simple rectangular 
heads painted satin black with polished fin edges 
presented supremely clean lines that were further 
enhanced by similarly finished outer engine cases. An 
all-new chassis, derived in part from the company's 



Two views of Mertin Kemp's 
YR5 and how Yamaha 
saw its typical rider 

Left: It's 1973 and the great 
Jarno Saarinen was already 
promating Yamaha strokers 


racing programme, delivered faster handling along 
with reduced mass. Yamaha had learned how to 
make a bike handle and weight wasn’t part of that 
particular equation. A drop of some 14 kilos, allied 
with an extra two BHP, saw the new 350 capable of 
besting the magic ton. Although riding impressions 
might initially belie the fact, the new engine also 
developed an extra 8% of torque. 

The new panels, seat and trim gave the YR5 
an altogether new look, much fresher than the 
conservatively styled R2/R3. Following the then 
corporate Europa layout, the first YR5 ran purple, 
red or orange panels with white detailing - very 
much simpatico with the beginning of psychedelia at 
the time. With the characteristic seamed silencers 
emitting what would soon be recognised as trademark 
Yamaha stroker twin sounds, the bike found a ready 
market with buyers who wanted performance without 
bufk, acceleration without vibration, reasonable fuel 
economy and, perhaps most importantly, low overall 
mass. Weighing just three kilos more than its 250 
brother, the YR5 was a rocketship in waiting and 
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^ Top left: Surely the neatest 
stroker motor of at! time? Howard 
Ogden's RD3 50 is a fine device 

Above left- IMp pkes 
about the disc. It worked 
well but less so in the wet 

Above centre: Modernity, 
RD-style, complete with fake 
air scoops, crucial at the time 

Below: Steve 
Calvert's RD350B 


capable of outperforming many SOOs of the day. 

Part way through the YRB's production life 
(1970 to early 1973) the bike received a minor 
makeover. The seamed silencers were replaced by a 
simpler rounder profile and the paint scheme was 
swapped to orange and black. Although vehfiabte 
data is a little thin on the ground, it would seem the 
UK importers of the time, Mitsui Machinery, sold 
substantially more of the latter model. Pretty much 
all the purple/white or orange/white YR5s in this 
country tend to be imports. 

From the off, Yamaha had set huge store in racing 


as a mechanism to both Increase sales and to learn 
by, so it was natural that the new YR5 would, by 
whatever means, find its way onto the track. Late 71 
and early 72 saw the TR3 racer that mirrored much 
from the YR5. So closely related were the two bikes 
that many parts were effectively interchangeable. 
Yamaha even went so far as to issue a bulletin that 
detailed the requisite part numbers needed to 
convert a YR5 road bike to a TR3. You could simply 
upgrade the engine, transmission and ignition, or go 
the whole hog and swap over frame, swinging arm, 
wheels and brakes. Several roadgoing YR5s covertly 
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benefited from the various porting data and parts 
available. The end results delivered a bike that would 
very seriously embarrass homegrown 650 twins. 

Mid 1973 saw the launch of the RD350, the 
logical successor to the YR5 and on the face of it 
with apparently very few real differences other than 
cosmetics. As the saying goes, the devil is in the 
detail. The revised motorcycle had an ace up its 
sleeve that very soon all of Yamaha's competitors 
would be imitating. The new machine was equipped 
with reed valves in the inlet tract carburettors and 
the intake ducts of the cylinders. In reality, Yamaha 
had retained the outer profile of the YR5's top end 
but buried the new reed valves within the back 


barrels. The only obvious difference was a thin metal 
block some 6-8mm thick and four Allen bolts holding 
the carburettor manifolds in place. 

The reed valve was nothing new. They originated 
from primitive water pumps and functioned by 
preventing a back-flow of precious irrigation water 
They had been used in bellows systems in high 
temperature forges, church organs and accordions, 
where they were used to ensure air flowed in onty 
one direction. Yamaha’s boffins had spotted that on 
a piston -ported stroker such as the YR5 a certain 
definable portion of the fuel/air mixture spent its time 
oscillating between the inlet side of the piston and 
the carburettor Obviously this wasted potential power 


j Above left: Yamaha attenlion 
lo detail was always high. 

Simple and dean design, with 
most of the actual engineering 
lucked away from view 
Top right: At last, the 
RD35Q. Radically different from 
its predecessor, as you can 
see. Apart from the excellent 
front disc brake, that is 
^ Above centre: The engine. 
Surprisingly neat and unobtruBlve 
for such a relatively rapid device 

* Above right: The whale 
machine was laid out for ease 
□f use. Also forgoing very 
fast. Steering damper and 
a locking fud cap, too... 


Faults & foibles 

I YukHibtedly the hiti^trst issue 
\\ itli niiy of Vain a has air-cooled, 
sqtiaro-harrcllcd 350s, \'R or RD. 
is the ca.sc with wliicli a serious 
basket case can be rcsiirrecfetk 
L n pick-and-niix approach, 
il’s supremely easy to I uni out a 
> 017 ^ood lii brid. This, of course, 
is ^reai if )'ou uaiiT a classic 
Japanese daih^ rider, but not so 
woiulcrfiil if you ai c lookiiiji for 
a i^cnuiite example. 

RU and YK motors are 
e f feet i\ cl \' i 1 1 te rcl la 1 1 jiefihl e. 
and other than aiiiio.ves and 
ductinj^ ever) thini> effectively 
fits. Re ware of any example 


muuin^ pod filters or similar. 
Yamaha engine and cliassis 
iiniuhers iiuiteh, so tlicsc need 
to be cheeked. Many a 250 lias 
been coinertetl to a 350, but key 
areas such as tlie oil pump and 
primary drives are different. 

The bikes are essentially 
very well eii^iin cored and pretty 
much c\'cr) thinsi you need to 
keep one nnniiui^. in terms of 
beariu^^s, seals, pistons and the 
like, can be obtained without 
too nuieh hassle. Trim parts 
are !iard to o!>tain, but replica 
tank !mtl side panel bad|>es arc 
now produeed. Seats on 


all examples can aj*e badly. The 
YR liad an open cell foam base 
tliat acts hke a spouse. eausin^S 
prorioimeed rot. The RD seat 
pans ean split or fracture. 

Some of the RUs were htted 
u ith u hat lire kiiou ti as hi -top 
carbs (the) Ve obv ious \> licn 
you see tliem) and the orij^inal 
lower throttle oables arc held 
at an acute an^le. In eertatn 
conditions (i.e. rain) tlic cables 
can stick in the open position, 
making for an iiiterestiniti ride. 

Tlie RDs can be sensitive 
to the correct air iilters and 
it pays to seek out one that 


otiicr eutluisiasts have used 
without issue. OEM points and 
condoii.srs are expen si^^e and 
pattern items nui^^c fnmi usable 
to absolutely dire. Aftermarket 
electronic systems are readily 
available and. aniaziu^ll). 
cheaper than a complete set 
of points and oontlensers from 
Yanialud 

WTtli tuo suppliers of qiialtt)' 
pattern parts offcriu'i everytliLiiji 
from brake callipers tlu'ou^ih 
to service items, there's little 
reason not b> coii.sidcr one of t lie 
classic uxirld s most regularly 
oveiiooked 1 n idd 1 c wei ji^lits . 
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■■ ■ Above: Yamaha described 
the clocks as fully illuminated'. 
Well, it was the 1970s. .. 

Above right: Things were 
simple round the backr too. 
Although the shocks weren't 
Bspeciafiy clever and the 
swinging arm was insubstantial, 
the bike's suspension worked 
well enough to excite 

Belowi Steve Calvert's 
RD350B neatly shows off the 
evolution of Yamaha graphics. 
Mot a lot else appears to have 
changed over what was in tact 
a seriously successful design 


and was therefore inhibiting the motor's efficiency. 

In one fell swoop the fitting of reed valves stopped 
this happening, A pair of sirriple stainless steel petals 
mounted on an alloy block transformed the two 
stroke's induction system. Cheap to manufacture 
accurately and with negligible effect on a bike's 
dimensions, the system was almost the mythical 
silver bullet for strokers. 

Unlike disc valve induction systems, there was no 
need for complex castings, seals or the relocation 
of the entire ignition system. It was truly a win/win 
situation. And when the engineers found they could 


almost completely rewrite their collective corporate 
theses on cylinder porting, it must have seemed like 
they'd truly struck gold. Amazing flexibility^ seamless 
carburation, an ability to puil from low revs in high 
gear were all additional and well-received bonuses. 
Yamaha swiftly saw the marketing value of the system 
and emblazoned the bike's side panei with the logo - 
Torque Induction. 

As an aside, the author had an RD350B back in 
the day and found that with a modicum of restraint 
his example would return a very creditable 65mpg... 
two up. 






It wouldn't be until the advent of the fabled 
Yamaha Power Valve System that the two-stroke 
made another quantum leap. Quite where Yamaha 
got the inspiration for the reed valve is still up for 
debate. Some of the pre-war racing DKWs had 
utiJised reed valve technology to control the berserk 
nature of their supercharged strokers, which ran 
two pairs of split singles on a common crankcase. 
Yamaha were almost certainly aware of what the 
German company had achieved. Of course, the 
inspiration may have been much cioser to home 
coming from the sister musicai instrument company. 

The other fundamental upgrade over the YR5 was 
the fitment of a disc front brake that matched the 
RD's performance to a T. Although the YR5's twin 
leading shoe front end had been fit for purpose, the 
new disc just had the edge - and of course it also 
had bragging rights. Blessed with a twin piston 
calliper, few bikes of the period came anywhere near 


the stopping potential... wet weather excepted! 

One other significant departure from the YR5 
blueprint was the new RD's exhaust system, 
which ran separate downpipes and silencers with 
a castellated joining nut pulling up against a 
deformable composite seal. Yamaha had found the 
YRB's one piece units were prone to stress corrosion 
and fracturing at both the barrel /downpipe interface 
and also where the downpipe was welded to the 
silencer. The fact the RD350 returned to the YR3's 
exhaust set would suggest Yamaha's cost-cutting 
measures with the YR5 were not exactly their best 
ideas ever. 

in terms of pane I work, the new RD was brighter 
and fresher, with a larger tank than the YR, rounded 
side panels with faux air inlets and a broader seat. 
Introduced into the UK in Brandy Red with black and 
white decals and cast alloy Yamaha tank badges, the 
bike was pretty much an instant hit. Yamaha were so 


Above: Another RD350B, 
this time from Howard 
Ogden agpin, showing off 
Ihe machine’s drive side 

Below: A class act 
and a classic engine 



The Peer Group 

The VR5 .stiicks up exirt;riit;ly well 
ajinhist ttie T350 fnijii Suzuki and 
Holidays CH350K4, Thu Suzuki is arftiuibty 
a sitiaitoi' lookiiiji^ bikc» but in terms of 
sjnircs supply the Vuniaha has it nailed . 

Tlie [ionda is possibly the better bike 
for a cross continental tour, but the 
diffe rot ices are a lot smaller than you 
niijtht think. Xo YR5 is ever^oiii;i t(> ^ive 
yon the same buzz as a Kawasaki S2/3, but 


it won't tlriuk fuel in the same niamier 
either, Yim probabh' have a better eh a nee 
of siettiiii^ the Yamaha around a deoreasin^i 
radius bend as well. 

The R 1)350 stacks up well as^ainst tlie 
Suzuki GT380 triple, betn^j lighter and 
substantially more svelte. Compared to 
Honda's CB360n5 weVe talkiiisi ehalk 
and cheese, period. The seminal C 11400/4 
is actually harder wt>rk to ride than the 


RD and is ultimately more frenetic in its 
modus operandi. Hovve^ er, tlie four tioes 
have one of the best parts supply backups 
in the world. 

A left held alternative uiiji^ht just he 
the V35 Moto Gitzzi, but tliese are rare 
beasts, or possibly Morin i's divine 350 
\'-twiii. Sadly botli arc likely to cost 
siihstantiaHy more and parts for the Gnzzi 
are e.vtreinely thin on the ground. 
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TRADINGPOST MODELSTUDY 


keen to bring the bike to the public’s attention that 
they imported a German model RD350 for journalists 
to test as UK spec bikes were in very short supply. 
Mitsui had sensibly focussed on the crucial 250 
learner market and RD250s were very quickly proving 
to be the weapon of leaner choice- 

A strange feature of the RD35Q here in Blighty 
was the fact that although the bike ran a six-speed 
gearbox, only five were accessible by the rider. At 
the time various reasons were postulated as to why 
this might be, but in reality it was simply exploiting 
a legal loophole in the then current noise emission 
regulations. Run on six gears and tested as per 
the T&Cs, the RD350 would fall the test, allegedly 
due to induction roar With the top ratio blocked 
off and the sprockets replaced to give the correct, 
new, final drive ratio, the 350 sailed through the 
mandatory testing. 

1974 saw the bike sold as the RD350A, with new 
minimalist graphics of black and white stripes over 
a dark maroon paint scheme. Small modifications 
and upgrades had been carried out, but to all intents 
and purposes the bike was little changed and sales 
remained robust- 

Around this time, Yamaha USA ran an advert 
of a guy in a bar looking downcast with a caption 
suggesting that he wasn't the first big four-cylinder 
bike owner to be blasted into the weeds by an 
RD350. The reality was a lot closer than many non- 
RD350 owners were willing to admit. Around curves 
and ridden on the gears the Yamaha regularly proved 
hard to beat. Although beaten in a straight line by 
a typical period 750, the RD's tack of mass and its 
quality chassis generally came out on top as soon 
as bends were encountered- Although by no means 
totally perfect, the RD250 and 350 were arguably 
some of earliest Japanese motorcycles to handle 



predictably at all speeds. If Suzuki's seminal GS750 
is cited as the first truly well-handling Japanese 
machine, the RD runs it a close second- 

1975 saw the launch of the RD350B, which would 
prove to the last iteration of the 350 twin concept 
for five years- Most examples were sold in Silver 
Mist with a comprehensive set of swirling black and 
white graphics. Noticeable by its absence was the 
cast alloy tank badge, which had now been dropped 
in favour of a vinyl Yamaha logo and a cheaper to 
produce tank- At long last the sixth gear was freed 
up on UK bikes that, when combined with a set of 
revised final drive ratios, allowed the final cog in the 
box to act almost, but not quite, as an overdrive. 

Within the three model years of the RD350 there 
were various market variations and differences, with 
USA machines running different paint schemes on 
lower profile, smaller capacity tanks and larger rear 
lights. A fair number of these have been imported 
to the UK as they are generally in better cosmetic 
condition than their UK equivalents. 

Many UK RD350s ended their lives as cheap 
hacks when Yamaha increased the motor's stroke to 
deliver the RD400. Slightly faster than the 350 and 
a little more potent/frenetic, the coffin-tanked RDs 
became the weapon of choice for urban hooligans 
from 1976 until the launch of the infamous LC350 - 
aka the Elsie. 

For those who know little of the early RDs, the 
350s are generally overlooked in favour of either 
the 400 or the water-cooled 350. Those who have 
experienced the RD350 will tell you they are one of 
Yamaha’s best-kept classic secrets and deserve more 
coverage than they generally get. Back in the day they 
were a true giant-kilier and even four decades on they 
still cut the mustard. Sample one and be seriously 
impressed because they really are that good, [i pi f l 


The Indian Connection 


1975 luiglit ^s clI liave 
been tire end of tire 
RI).^S0, blit for ;i deni 
set up between ViimnlKi 
.bipnii imd the Escorts 
Group of liidiiu 
Tire latter went 
struii^ht for the heart 
of Indi^rs motorcycle 


itidustry by producing n 
bike designed to iipstfige 
the all-pen risive Enfield. 
The disc brake was 
dropped in fii’Vfnir of 
TLS drum bruke that 
looked like it owed a lot 
to the old VK5. 

Sold from 1983. the 


bike mnr'kcted as 
tire Rajdoot and ran a 
motor detuned via earb 
Jetting and exliaust purl 
restrictions, 

Tu riling out some 
30bhp against the 
original 350Bs 39* the 
lirst model ran until 




1985 and was known as 
the HT or High Torque 
model. Kroiii 1986 the 
pow or s^ as dropped to 
27bhp and tlie bike was 
renamed as the LT or 
lo^v torcpic. Fcrcei\xxf 
as being too comjdex 
for the ai'crage roadside 
bike shop to h-x and too 
thirsty eonipared to 
the Bullet, prodnetion 
ended in 1989. 


Ania;!ingly, the barrels 
for the Rajdoot are still 
easily available and 
althongli their porting 
is eonsiderabl)' more 
consen'ati\'e. iron ical ly 
the accuracy of the ports 
and tlieir positituiing 
is consistently and 
con side rabh' greater 
than anything tlie 
[jarent company turned 
out! 
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Running^ Riding & Rebuilding RealClassic Matorcydes 


IVI 4 INDIAN NORTON'S UNIFIED TWIN TKli ER (CUB) TRAIL 
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ReafCiassic tells you euerythiing: you need to know about running, nding 
and rebuilding real classic motorcyoleBr Expert and enthusiastic Nders 
from all over the world sharo their passion for old bikes with test rides, 
rebuild reports, retro recreations and reviews. Readers are invited to 
join the Re&fCfasstc Club. Only available on subscription! 

Don't delay subscribe to Rsai Ciasatc toclsv* 
fVau won't find it anywhere etsefl 
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TRADINGPOST II HOW TO 


Pointless potential 


For many motorcycle mechanics, electrical systems are the 
darkest of arts. We prove it ain't necessarily so with a simple, 
Jit-and-forget electronic ignition conversion for a Triumph triple 


WORDS AND PHOTOS BY MORGAN RUE 

AN OFT-HEARD VIEW is: “I’m keeping the 
original points and condenser, because if 
it fails I can always fix it to get home.” A 
persuasive argument, although on that 
basis, we’d all be riding side-valve singles 
with access plugs to remove the exhaust 
valve and lap it in at the side of the road, 
as the occasional horse and cart clip-clops 
by, and farmers harvest with a scythe. We 
have accepted that with the improvement to 
metals, valves could be left undisturbed for 
long stretches without failure ensuing. 

So why not incorporate modern switching 
technology to replace mechanical points, 
and perhaps even more importantly, shaky 
advance curves based on bobweights that 
stubbornly refuse to bob? 

The drawbacks to old mechanical 


systems are manifold and, on my personal 
transport, are multiplied by the number 
of cylinders. Three fibre heels rub on the 
cam and three felt wicks allegedly keep it 
lubricated: all three bear down on the poor 
cam, making its struggle to full advance 
a somewhat random affair. The whole 
system belongs in a museum. Originality 
fans will have to learn to live with pounding 
fruitlessly on kickstarts, to the amusement 
of onlookers. 

I believe we owe it to old bikes to combat 
their reputation for inertia with the best 
available technology. All this is the run-up 
to why and how I fitted electronic ignition 
to my Triumph Hurricane. The photos are 
specific to the triple, but the principles for 
installation apply almost universally. 



Behind the cover lurks... 



...this lot. Pretty crowded in there 
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IGNITION 101 



Start by removing the bobweight bolt 



With the pillar bolts removed, the points plate hangs loose 



Threaded rod screws in to receive a gentle bashing 


CHOOSE YOUR SUPPLIER 

There is plenty of choice out there on 
t’interweb, but for triples the major players 
are Lucas, Boyer and Tri-Spark. Be sure 
to check that your existing coils will be 
suitable for the new set-up, particularly if 
you are doing this as a weekend swap. 
Tri-Spark’s box works with the standard 
coils, making the swap a little quicker. 

The first step, as with all such electrical 
interventions, is to remove the battery. 
Maybe put it on a trickle-charge while you 
attack the strip-down. The second is to find 
the points, usually hidden behind a chromey 
cover, retained by three, or more commonly 
two, screws. Remove and set aside. Lay the 
bits out neatly on your bench/floor/upturned 
beer crate, as nothing is more irritating than 
reassembling with only 95% of the parts 
you started with. 

Now you can see the points-plate and it’s 
retained by small pillar-bolts just begging to 
be removed by pliers. DON’T. Find that little 
spanner you thought you’d never need and 
remove the pillar bolts carefully. Don’t drop 
them as one will certainly find its way to 
the nearest grid or dark place, thus delaying 
the rebuild. And who keeps spares of that 
particular fastener? 


Electrics can be confusing. It’s a fact. 
Some rather gifted amateur mechanics 
I know will tackle any mechanical job 
rather than mess with wires. Black 
magic? Not at all. This is how your 
standard coil ignition works: 

Coils are transformers, pure and 
simple, just like the one that powered 
your Scalextric. In that example, the 
input was 240V and the output was 12V. 
Simple transformers have two primary 
terminals, plugged into the house 
mains and two secondary plugged into 
the track after being rectified to direct 
current. 

Thing is, transformers can only 
transform alternating current. Go 
get any transformer and connect its 
primary to a direct current battery, 
and watch your transformer get hot, 
and your battery get flat. Nothing will 
appear at the secondary. 

Joe Lucas’ standard coil is a 
transformer where the primary 
terminals are the spade connections, 
the secondaries are the coil’s body and 
the fat black lead that makes you jump. 

However, the bike’s onboard supply 
is a direct current supply, which would 
just make the coil hot. 

So if you disconnect one of the 


A sheathed wire goes from the 
point-plate to the coils, usually via an 
internal drilling of your engine case. 

This cable will need to be removed from 
the coils, and drawn through the drilling, 
which in my case was of a smaller diameter 
than three of Uncle Joe’s snap-connector 
bullets. One had to be snipped off. If you 
can get yours out without, it’s one more 
concours point for the next owner if he 
or she is an originality nut. (Establish 
a cardboard box for all the redundant 
kit, if only as a selling point to the above 
originality nut.) 

You can now access the bobweight 
assembly and you will need either the 
correct bolt, or a length of suitably tapped 
rod, or even an undersized rod, to remove it 
from the taper. 

First remove the holding bolt from the 
middle. Then screw in your larger (in my 
case 5/16 BSF) rod, tap gently from all 
points of the compass and the assembly will 
obligingly fall off the taper. If not, repeat the 
above a tad less gently, till it does. 

As far as the engine is concerned, this is 
the end of the dismantling and it’s now time 
to mantle. 


primary leads, the coil goes from 12V 
to nowt. This change of voltage looks 
like an alternating current, so as the 
supply voltage drops from 12V to OV, 
the collapsing magnetic field inside the 
coil induces a corresponding voltage in 
the secondary. 

Inside your coil, the ratio of the 
primary windings to the secondary 
is not 20:1 (as in the Scalextric 
transformer), but maybe 1:2000, 
stepping up rather than down, 12V to 
24,000V, if only for an instant. That 
kind of voltage can jump spark plug 
gaps even in a 140psi atmosphere. 

The points are opened mechanically 
to do this rapid switching. They do it 
rather well, for long periods, but they 
do it less and less well as moving parts 
wear. As the points open, the 12V tries 
manfully to jump the gap, eroding the 
contacts’ faces. We stick a capacitor 
(called, oddly, a condenser) across the 
points, to divert the jumping 12V, with 
a degree of success. 

Electronic ignitions replace the 
mechanical switch, thus dispensing 
with a condenser. Crucially, they 
replace the mechanical advance curve 
with clever electronics. What’s not to 
like? 



Gentle taps with a small Thor hammer will do the job 





Cam and bobweight 
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TRADINGPOST II HOW TO 


Keep it neat 

TIMING IS EVERYTHING 

Read the instructions. At least twice. Then 
set your crankshaft to be in the right place 
for the ignition to fire, in this case, the timing 
side cylinder. It’s important to understand 
that your timing marks, usually on the 
alternator rotor, will line up every revolution, 
but only every second revolution will be on 
the approach to compression. If you set your 
electronic ignition to fire at exactly the right 
time, but on the exhaust stroke, you’ll wish 
you’d kept the points system. To be sure, 
rotate the engine with the plugs out and the 
exhaust valve(s) visible. 

Watch the exhaust valve bob down, opening 
for the exhaust TDC, then continue to rotate 
the engine until the next TDC approaches - 
that’s the one on compression. Line up your 
marks accordingly and fit the replacement 
rotor. The little ‘ear’ on the rotor is what 
passes close to the pick-up coils on the stator 
plate (see later) and it’s important that the 
rotor fits on the taper far enough that the ‘ear’ 
doesn’t guillotine the next bit you fit, the stator 
plate. In the kit is a handy Perspex straight 
edge to lie across the points housing to check 
for clearance. If there is none, remove the 
rotor and file a bit off till there is. In this case, 
the rotor was projecting almost to the Perspex 
gauge, so it needed to be filed down by that 
well-known unit of measurement, the ‘tad’. A 
tip here is to screw the metric extractor bolt 
(supplied) into the rotor, then add your own 
8mm locknut and clamp the bolt in your vice, 
rather than the rotor itself. You need between 
2 and 3mm of clearance, and I checked using 
small drill bits until it was good. 

Pressing on, we can now fit the Tri-Spark 
stator plate according to the instructions. Note 
that the stator plate is thinner than the metal 
points plate it replaces, so the kit comes 
with three small washers for each pillar bolt 
as spacers. Without ’em, your pillar bolts will 
screw too far in, making the points cover hard 
or impossible to fit. 

If you installed the rotor as specified in the 
instructions, and if your engine was in the 
correct position at the time, this will give an 
ignition timing close enough to permit start-up. 
Final adjustments will be made with a strobe 
light, once you’ve installed the black box, 
rewired the coils, and finished patting yourself 
on the back. 


Exposing the rockers allows you to know which TDC to 
work from 


Feed in new points plate wiring. 


Undo connections at the coils end of the circuit 


Set to the mark on the correct stroke 


Fit the rotor with the ear in the right place 


Check for sticky-out ear. File to 2 to 3mm 


Resistor caps, or resistor HT leads required (not in the I 


The kit of sparks 


this 


original kit for the purist next owner 
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In goes the hi-tech stuff 


Looks like it was made for it (it was) 


Replace pillar bolts with spacers provided 




The clever box 


Find a good location 


Fit the box resiliently. Note holes for cabling 



WILY WIRING 

There are a number of changes needed to 
connect up the coils and a wiring option to 
re-wire for negative earth is included in the 
kit, although I can’t see the point. You’d 
need to change the Zener diode and your 
lights wouldn’t be any brighter afterwards. 
And I am not planning to fit a radio just yet. . . 

All three coils will have a new wire 
connecting the positive to the chassis. Make 
this a good connection, with a nice terminal 
placed over a bare metal part of the frame, 
secured with a clean nut and bolt. It’s worth 
the effort. Three new wires now set off north 
from the coil negatives to the black box, to 
join (not literally) the five (in a sleeve) from 
the points plate, and two more, a positive 
earth and a live feed with an in-line fuse, 
supplied. This makes a whopping 10 wires, 
all supplied in the kit. 

Since I put the clever box under the seat, 
connecting up the 10 wires needed was very 
straightforward and I could cut the wires to 
the perfect length. The five sleeved ones 
reached fine, but the three coming from the 
coils were short. I took the time to find three 
lengths of the same colours as the originals. 

I recommend you do the same. Using three 
the same colour will definitely end in misery. 

If you’re planning to gaffer tape the box to 
the frame spine or Velcro it under the battery 
tray, the wires will need to be left longer, 
or you will need very small hands to screw 
down each connection point. And checking it 
will be more of a challenge. 

Each of the 10 wires was terminated in a 
‘shoelace’ crimp, fitted with the correct tool. 
Buy or borrow this: it’s worth it. I used to be 
a devotee of soldering everything, as solder 
works better than nasty blue-clad connectors 
inexpertly crimped by novices armed with 




Metric dome nuts finish it off 


These are cailed shoeiace crimps. Can’t think why 


cheap pliers. However, bad soldering is no 
better and corrosion from fluxes can be an 
issue. The crimps I used will allow me to 
remove the seat and tank by demounting all 
10 connections. My wires were also tagged 
with number tags, but that’s just showing off. 
But it does look neat. 

For the Hurricane, I elected to keep the 
original wiring and connectors, and just tie 
it up out of sight, but in a rebuild, you may 
prefer to remove them completely. Ditto you 
could throw away the condenser pack to save 
weight, but in the interests of originality and 
indolence, I left my condensers in place. My 
unused wiring was fed into oversize plastic 
sleeving and nipped closed with cable ties. 


JOB’S A GOOD ’UN 

Before start-up, check the wiring. Twice. 
Refitting the battery may also help. Flood 
’em up. Prod gently. Listen to the music. Set 
the tickover as low as you like. The Hurricane 
ticked over at 400rpm, which, according to 
triple expert and technical wizard Richard 
Darby, is too low as lubrication suffers. 

Adjust it up to around SOOrpm. Stand back. 
Admire. £1110 



Ten connections. Take your time. . . 



All wires wired. Job done. Nearly... 
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7^Tel^6l5*t_652 4241 em a ill's a I es@speedwear.co.uk 




^EEDWEAR www.speedwear.co.uk 


S0151 652 4241 


Speed wear Ltd, 12 Gresford Ave, Prenton, Wirral, CH43 OSX 




Centrat ^ 8&9 Station Road, Coleshill 

IVfieel Birmingham, B46 1HT 

Components email: info@central-wheel.eo.uk 

fax: 01675 466412 web: www.central-wheel.co.uk 


Tel: 01675 462264 


Why go to 
anyone else ? 


Products 


• Rims 

• Spokes 

• Nipples 

• Tyres 


Services 


• Wheel Building 

• Shot Blasting 

• Powder Coating 


Vehicle 

Wiring 

Products 



We supply a 

comprehensive range of 
wiring products for repair, 
modification or complete 
rewire to your classic bike. 



Visit our website, phone or emait for a FREE catalogue 

www.vehicteproducts.co.uk 


Tef: 011 5 9305454 ■ Email: sales@vehicleproductsxoMk 
Vehicle Wiring Products, 

9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, iikeston, Derbyshire DE7 BEE 



.r" our brand new website 




Taps and Dies 
Special Sizes 
Diestocks 
Boxed Sets 
Tap Wrenches 


WJBliiOtmSioM 


serious about motorcycie parts 


enl 




PRODUCTS 


Endmills 

Clearance Bargains 
Slot Drills 

Tailstock Die Holder 
Drills HSS 


Centre Drills 
Reamers 
Drill sets (HSS) 
Drills 

Thread Chasers 




ft 






/ 




Levers I Cables: Brake, Clutch & Throttle 


Lock Sets 


wit 


Tapered Headrace 
P Wheel Bearings 




Chain & Sprocket Kits 


HEL 


Linkage Kits ' 
Bearings 


Taps & 


Clutch K ts 


Brake Parts 




iS 




Exhaust 1 Pads 


P stons 


> All British Cycle Threads Available 


Acme 

Taps 



Taper S/ianIt 




Drj//s HSS 




f?eamer 


Tools Ltd 


Tap Se Die Specialist, Engineer Tool Supplies 

Tel: 01803 328 603 Fax: 01803 328 157 

Unit 1, Parkfield Ind Est, Barton Hill Way, Torquay, Devon TQ2 8JG 

Email: info@tracytools.com 

www.tracytools.com 


Top Brands, Huge Stock, Fast Delivery. 

www.wemoto.com 

Phone: 01273 597072 
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TRADING POST 

Upload your free advert today - www.classicbikeguide.com 

CLASSIC BIKE GUIDE IS THE BEST PACE TO ADVERTISE YOUR BIKES AND SPARES 


Do you 
want your advart 
to be seen by 


mil 


For only £6? 

Please debit my: 

□ Visa □ Mastercard □ Switch f 
Card number: 


Security code (from signature strip): 


All private adverts are FREE! 

-^Upload your advert at www.classicbikeguide.com 
-^Post the coupon below or fax to 01 507 529399 
-^We cannot accept Reader Adverts over the phone 


Switch issue number: 


Start date: 


Expiry date: 



Signature: 


There is no other medium so 
effective as Classic Bike Guide 
Trading Post - so why not take 
advantage of them right now? 
Simply complete the form below 
and send it as soon as possible 
to: Classic Bike Guide Trading Post, 
PO Box 99, Horncastle, Lincolnshire 
LN9 6LZ. 

It is our policy at Classic Bike 
Guide not to accept private adverts 
from traders. If, whilst looking for 
a bike in Classic Bike Guide, you 
experience a trader advertising as 
a private seller, please call us on 
01507 529529 and we will take 
appropriate action. 

Advertisements can be accepted 
on this form, photocopy, email or 
internet. 


If you are a trader, give our 
advertising department a 
call on 01507 524004 for our 
latest display ad rates. 


or make cheques payable to: 
Mortons Motorcycle Media 

To include your bike in Old Bike Mart 


Terms and conditions for private advertisers 


1 . The advert copy provided by the customer must be legal, 
decent, honest and truthful and comply with the code of the 
Advertising Standards Authority (www.asa.org. uk).CIassic Bike 
Guide may amend the advertisement to ensure compliance with 
these requirements. 

2. Classic Bike Guide is not able to verify the truthfulness of any 
statements made by a customer in the advert copy. Accordingly, 
the customer will be responsible for any losses, expenses or 


other costs incurred by Classic Bike Guide which are caused by 
an untrue statement made deliberately. 

3. In order to meet its production and other editorial 
requirements. Classic Bike Guide reserves the right to re-classify, 
edit the copy or alter the size or colouring of any advert. 

4. Photo adverts are only available in the Bikes for sale section. 
We are happy to accept reader adverts for Wanted, Spares and 
Miscellaneous, but these will appear without photographs. 


5. Whilst every effort is made to include your free advert 
correctly, due to the large volume of adverts we receive, we are 
unable to take telephone calls should an error occur. You are 
welcome to resubmit your corrected advert for inclusion in the 
next available issue. 

6. We can only accept one photograph per coupon. 

7. Please enclose a stamped address envelope if you would like 
your photograph to be returned. 


Classic Bike Guide Reader Adverts 


Make 

Model 

Price 























On occasions Mortons Media Group, publisher of Classic Bike Guide, shares selected information with its sister companies 
within the Mortons Group of Companies and with other reputable companies, who may contact you about products and services 
that may be of interest to you. If you DO NOT wish to have the details given here passed on, please tick this boxQ 


Choose a section 


□ Bikes for sale 

□ Wanted 

□ Spares 


□ Miscellaneous 

□ OBM cheque enclosed 

□ Picture enclosed 


Name: 


Address: 


Area/County: 


Telephone: 


Email: 

*Not published 

Signature: 


Date: 

1 confirm that 1 am not a dealer 

MONTH 

CODE 









RVivr 100^^ 

^fock,see 4 
website 4 

, for a fun J 

mj/sting J* 











r*g MOTO RUM I SPORT, 0 miles. RUM1 

eiCAR&UFiATOft^ ^UP^RSPORT ^25 CONtOUftS this 
true concours bike and very very rare as far as I am 
aMare the only one tor sale In the Morld! It Is a pure 
racing bike 2 stroke, Dellorto twin carbs, 4 speed, 
plunger tvuJn rear shocks, IdL tank, this one was built In 
1954 and it looks new! the last one to sell went for £20k 
io think the price Is about where it should be. .£14,500 


1960 reg NORTON Jubii«e 2513, 0 mites, 1961 reg SUZUKI GSX, 0 miles. This bike has 19BT X reg HONDA CB156, Classic, 19,000 
,stunrtirig condEtlon, fats af paperwork, been restored to a very high standard:! great miles. Here we have a stunning tlmewarp 
matching numbers bike, its a great looking paint and original exhausts the pair not two CB2S0 delux, lots of history, both keys, owners 
bike, rare and collectablej see photos, a must Into on el lots spent we have lots of bills! must hand book, one of the very bestl! will come 
see bike.. „.£3,650 see bike! £2,950 with 1 2 months MOT. £2,450 


2015 Reg ROYAL ENFIELD GT Classic Q miles. We 

the largest, award winning Royal Enfield dealers In 
the UK. You can see this bike in our showroom now. WE 
SUPPLY UPGRADE PACKAGE for only E35D.OD whkh 
replaces the silly exhaust and mirrors and ecu tune 
which makej It Into the ACE CAFE show spec and 
sounds fantastic! Aiso we can now supply dual seat and 
toot pegs! I Please ask tor Steve, the Royal Enfield expert 


1978 T Reg BMW RlOO 1S,bOO miles. Very rare 
original R100RS very low miles, runs and rides 
greatl and it's in fantastic condition! Will come 
with new MOT ..£4,799 


1969 T reg BSA BANTAM, 0 miles. Here we 
have a very smart Bantam 1^75, 4 speed, all 
runs and rides, great matching number same 
reg from new. £2,199 


1992 reg YAMAHA XJ7S0, 30,000 miles. 
Fantastic condition, all original and very smartl 
one of Che best you will find!....... ......£2,399 


2015 MASH MOTORCYCLES 
ROADSTAR, 0 miles, Brand 
f New Bike! It's French with a 

' I M ^ warrantyl Stemans fuel 
^ vafve XBR motor! 
^ electric and kick 

start, 13 litre tank and only 
140 kgs! Looks fantastic and 
great price of ...,.,£3,699 


1 MS NDHTOri SSiSA 1 Cf2 |V|lb^ WC m bh C>f chf MU *V4 f d1 C}<fti SDC 
3 vearH I have ttean SElSn§ daisies br 20 yaan and this is ttw best weM built 
bike 1 have ever seeiy CO^COURS |n its ccuMbtitHL And a Aork ^ art! Over 
20k spent on the nkrsi expensive parts, and hik engine rebuild, runs and 
rides as if yeu were a TT racer! It has a very eke hard back boott sir the rebuild 
dpr««! Jt w*i A dSO SS nutickirvg is(ini4)ers. bike and novi it ikmkl lit in your 
Cr«it leem in- yoair beusel Or yes ycat can ride it witih ccrf^nce. it's a imist 
see bike! I^Qr the hill spec ef the build {urbleh U as long as yeua arm) please 
ask lor Stwe In sales . YOU MUST COME AND LOOK ATTMlS BIK£ £19,^00 


2010 10 Reg ROYAL ENFIELD GT, 650 miles. This Js 
our own bulln in house special GT500 which we 
hiive built with British pjirts, painted black engine 
and custom paint job, over £2000 worth of parts! 
and our owr^ warranty! too much to Ust but take a. 
look at photos!! for more info ask for Stove our 
Enfield expert.. PS We can also build one to your 
spec and at a very good prlcMl £4,995 




North Cornwall Motorcycle & ATV Centre 


MOTORCYCLES 


1991 J reg HONDA CD250, 0 miles. This is a 
great running cafe racer, lots spent and looks 
so retro and just as it should look! 12 months 
MoTJ £1,899 


1966 D Reg YAMAHA FS F.S.I.E, 0 miles. Full 
restoration, this bike looks like new and it rides 
like new! What gneatfunl!..... £1,599 


1979 T Reg HONDA Ca400 499 Super Four 

Manual, Roadster/Retro, Petrol, 30,OQ0 miles. 
Superdream 400 time warp bike all standard 
and In fantastic condition! must be seen. Just 
g reat I ,...«...,„„.,„,«„,„.«,.,...,£2,859 


1951 Reg JAMES COMET 0 miles. James 
Comet very smart and in fantastic condition!! 
See photos! Just great fun, Villiers motor.,.,.,.,.. 

£2,650 


We now have full workshop restoration factlilies and a dyno machine to get your bike running sweetly with a dyno print out! 
WloTs • Servicing • Full Stock of Royal Enfield. Demo Bikes to Ride • Deliver anywhere in UK 

Speciafise in part BxchangB ~ any bike considBrBd 


jL.b 1 


/i.i T u ' I’.jijL i- Nk'J'j'j 'jM 

V/ tAJ no MnrC .o O, Ilf-,. • it if o'C r»o ttlo .t;o f 'f 


Awarded 
‘Highly Valued Dealershij^ 
of the Year’ 
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TRIUMPH TR6, 1967. 

Not concours but very good condition. 10 
months MoT. Near new tyres. 2 owners since 
2000 when imported from USA. £6500ono. 
01769 573639 Devon 



AJS 250cc, 1964, Sorn, stored 
20yrs, engine rebuilt 2003 not 
used since, also with additional 
new frame, new wheels, many 
other spares, £1150 ono Tel. 
01761 41 8068 Avon 



AJS 16MS 1957, in original 
excellent condition with good 
chrome & rewound magneto, 
starts well & runs well, 15,535 
miles, £2950 ono Tel. 07969 
344367 Middlesex 



AJS 16MS 350CC, 1957, tax & 
MoT exempt, original number, 
matching buff logbook, manuals & 
history, nice bike, good condition, 
£3200 Tel. 01420 84061 Hamps 



AJS 16MS 1957, original vgc with 
good chrome and rewound 
magneto, starts well and runs well, 
15,535 on clock, £2950 ono Tel. 
07969 344367 Middlesex 



ARIEL 500 OHV 1930, Black Ariel, 


all numbers correct, nice trans reg 
number, good ‘Banbury’ bike for 
2016, easy starter, £7000 Tel. 
07980 750700 Shrewsbury 



ARIEL GOLDEN Sports Arrow, 
250cc indicators, MoT June 2016, 
£3000 Tel. 01661 853032; 07989 
125648 Northumberland 



ARIEL LEADER 1959, recent 
rebuild, starts & runs well, always 
attracts attention, MoT exempt, 
giving up biking, selling all bikes, 
Tel. 07770 781168 Sheffield 



ARIEL SQUARE 4 a fully restored 
mark one in vgc, registered and 
runs well, £11,000 Tel. 07887 
617572 Lanarkshire 



BANTAM BUSHMAN lookalike, 
many new parts completely rebuilt 
D14 engine loads of Bushman 
parts, £1850 Tel. Rob 07703 
892706 Northumberland 



BMW 1200C OEM accessories, 
panniers, King/Queen seat, low 
miles, w/screen, cruising comfort, 
on Sorn, £2750 Tel. 02380 261 852 
Hampshire 



BMW K1 lOOOcc, undamaged, 
OEM accessories Krauser 
panniers, vgc, ok tyres, lowered 
footrest, very fast for brave riders, 
Sorn, £2750 Tel. 02380 261852 
Hampshire 



BMW R1100R 1999, vgc, 

panniers, screen, heated grips, 
17,000 miles, ring for more details, 
£2100 ono Tel. 0115 9639782 


Notts 



BMW R45 500CC, 1980, BMW 
R45 Steib chasis handbuilt body, 
23,000 miles only, MoT, history 
bills etc, £2400 Tel. 07523 971861 
Surrey 



BSA badged HMC 125 classic, 
June 2014, one owner, totally as 
new, only 104 kms, still under 
warranty, Suzuki 4 stroke engine, 
£1100 ovno Tel. 07733 406146 
Solihull 



BSA BANTAM Model D7, 1959, 


good runner, new tyres, historic 
vehicle, tax and MoT exempt, 
£750 ono Tel. Derek 07594 
471560 Warwickshire 



BSA BANTAM 125cc, 1957 EX 
GPO garaged, unused for years, 
starts and runs ok, £950 Tel. 
01623 626301 Nottinghamshire 
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DEALER DIRECTORY 





1 936 BS A B1 0 250CC, . . £4,250 1 9S1 BS A S40 aSOcc. .. E2 ,1 50 


1934 Francis Sarnett Cruiser .£4,000 1955 Matchless G8DS 50Occ.. 


..£4,550 


1927 BSA Empire Star 350cc.. £5,850 


500CC ,.X4,500 




1930 Norton 20 5OOcc....................£10,6OO 


1950Velocette LE 192cc ,,,.,£2,000 




1928 Scott 600CC, ...,£7,500 


1950 Velocette Venom 500cc ...£9,250 


1912 AC Sociable 3 wheeler featured in 2015 Pioneer Run catalogue £18500 

1926 AJ$ 02 V’twin 799cc gleaming machine £20000 

1921 AJS model D SOOcc lovely v^^twin outfit .,.£21500 

1959 AJS V-Twin 990cc interesllng special £12650 

1 955/5fl ARIEL VH SOOcc choice of 2 £4500 

1955 AMBASSADOR Envoy 197cc a cut abovo! £2650 

1929 BAKER Model 60 250cc outstanding machine — £7000 

1936 BSA B2 25Cicc sweet little bike £4650 

1937 BSA EMPIRE STAR 350CC smart machine £5650 

1927 BSA L27 3S0cc full of potential! £9000 

1936 BSA EMPIRE STAR 500cc desirable machine £9650 

192B/1930 BSA SLOPER 500cc chofce of 2 £8150/£9250 

1946 BSA M20 509CC girder rigid.. £4500 

1955 BSA AlO 650cc handsome early swinging arm £5250 

1921 BSA A V* twin 770CC the legendary taxi bike £15250 

1932 BSA v-twin 3 wheeler 1021 cc red and white... .,.£15000 

1951 CONDOR ASEOSBOcd Swiss Army Boxer twin . £5500 

1959W63 EXCELSIOR Consort 98cc choice of 3 £1 650/21 600/21650 

1934 FRANCIS BARNETT Cruiser 250cc smart machme with chrome tank £4000 

1942 HARLEY DAVIDSON 45WLA 7S0cc, In civilian Ihm., £12000 

1941 MATCHLESS G3L 350co ex army brke £5000 

1955 MATCHLESS GOOS 500cc Delightful machine £4350 

1920 MATCHLESS H2 lOOOcc outTd restorers dream £14500 

1925 NER A CAR C 350cc rare project running for restoraljon £9500 

1956/57 NORTON ES2 490cc choice of 2 £46bO/£SOOO 

1930 NORTON Model 20 SOOcc twin port OHV £18500 

1960 NORTON Dominpfor 99 600(X choice of 2 Ee250/£6750 

1937 PANTHER 250cc Ihe legendary Red Panther ...£4500 

1953/55 PANTHER MODEL 65 250CC choice of 2, £3500/£32SO 

1961 PANTHER 120 650cc big pussy £5650 

1 960 ROYAL ENFIELD Indian Chief 70Ocg rare and beautiful £12650 

193B SCOTT 600CC 2 stroke twin £7500 

1931 SUNBEAM Model 9 500cc stylish machine £9250 

1934 TRIUMPH 2^5 250cc top at the range modal £5500 

1925 TRIUMPH Model P SOOcc smart machine wjth local history £5000 

1963 TRIUMPH SOOcc unit twin in gleaming T100R trim £4250 

1958 VELOCETTE LE l92oc pretty bike. £2000 

1936 VELOCETTE KSS 350cc OHC smart pre war cammy £12250 

1960 VELOCETTE Venom 500cc outstanding £9350 

1913 WALL Autowheel 11 2cc budget Pioneer bike . , .... . . £4000 

t.1943 WELBIKE replica GBcc the legendary parachute bike .. .£3000 


FGR CURPem- STOCK Pi-WS l-OAOS OFfNFO SFF OUFI IVFeSfTW 

www.andy buy sb i kes .com 

GOOD PRtCES PAID. IMMEDIATE DECISIONS. NO MESSING 


TEL: Andy or Jo ( 01 728 ) 724321 

Old Railway Station, Station Road, Framlingham, 
Woodbridge, SuffoiR IR13 9EE> Mobile 07B02 8961 14 
email: andybtiy8bikesi@hotmaikoom 



“WITHYCOMBE^\ STATION ROAD, 
CHRISTIAN MALFORD, WILTSHIRE SNI5 4BG 
TEL/FAX: 01249 720448 
MOBILE 07711 156919 

www.gbmotorcycles.com 



iy66 Triumph 6T 1967 Triumph TKH) Doytona 

Choice of 3 from £6k Superb one £7000 



1961 Norton 99 1959 Dresda Triton 

Superb just in Nr Mint £9750 



1961 Triumph T120 1951 Norton Big 4 

Matching flOJHK) t;ood condition £60tH) 



1955 Triumph 5T 2014 RiiViil Enfield 

Lots spent £5250 Nr Mint £3500 



1970 Triumph T120R 
Rebuilt £9750 


1970 BSA Victor 441 
Mint cTiampIc £6500 



.411 British Motorcycles purchased. 

VVe pay top prices for first class niiichines. 

Di^limce no object just ring 01249 72tl44« or 07711 157197 ( 1900.22iKb 
**NeM opening hours weekdiiys by appointment please 
Saturdays open all da> 9.fM)-4JH) Evening hours by appointment 

Email: Britishbikeiiian@btinterii€Ucoiii 
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BSA C15 250 pre 65, motocrosser, 
well modified for purpose rebuilt 
engine and chassis ready to go, 
Tel. 07790 847274 Derbyshire 



BSA C15 STAR rebuilt two years 
ago, paintwork, chrome, engine, 
hubs, everything done, covered 
2500 miles, £1950 Tel. 01388 
720007 Durham 



BSA SLOPER 1931, 500, side 
valve, vgc, been restored a few 
years ago, runs well & starts easily, 
£9250 ono poss p/x anything 
interesting Tel. Chris 01962 
761407 Hampshire 



BSA STARFIRE 250cc, 1970, 
new wiring loom, new carburettor, 
new drive chain, new battery, 
matching frame & engine, ready to 
ride, £2800 Tel. 01889 570265; 
07975 672997 Staffs 



BSA SUPER ROCKET 1959, 
owned for 15 years & no expense 
spared, professional engine 
rebuild. Bob Newby belt drive 
clutch, 95% stainless steel fixings, 
£6500 Tel. 07982 999668 Worcs 



CHANG JIANG CJ750 1970, 
side-valve model, UK reg 2012, 
only used for film-shoots etc 
currently Sorned, only minimal 
kms recorded, £2400 ovno Tel. 
07732 250064 Tyne & Wear 



HARLEY DAVIDSON 1981, 
Sportster, 1 0OOcc, well sorted Iron 
Head Sportster, everything works 
new carburettor, tyres, shocks, 
MoT Aug, £3450 ovno Tel. 07851 
133973; 01942 725756 Lancs 



HARLEY DAVIDSON 1200 

Sportster, 1998, Limited paint job, 
full MoT, currently Sorn, £3450 
ovno Tel. 07950 877625 Staffs 



HARLEY DAVIDSON XLCR 1 977, 
1400 miles, fully restored inc new 
disc & brake lines, ceramic coated 
exhaust, engine had a full rebuild 
inci new bearings pistons & rings, 
£1200 Tel. 01306 880767 Surrey 



HONDA BENLY 200cc, 1985, 
MoT Jan 2016, 12V battery, elec 
start, good condition, needs plugs, 
new eng oil, new coil, new battery, 
£850 ono Tel. 07530 891830 
Shropshire 



HONDA C90 2002, MoT, 

complete overhaul inc engine, 100 
miles ridden, single bike trailer, ex 
American Military type 
compliments the Honda, £695 
Tel. 07572 931129 Sussex 



HONDA C90M electric starter, 
1987, 24,000 miles, clean reliable, 
runs well, MoT, £1000 Tel. 01227 
456033 Kent 



HONDA CB1100AD 14 plate, 
black under 2000 miles, waranty 
remaining, £6000 ono Tel. 01883 
348771 Surrey 



HONDA CB72 DREAM Sports, 
1966, blue, 250 twin, in excellent 
all round running condition 
collectable, £3995 Tel. 01621 
772401 Essex 



HONDA CB750 K1, 12,918 miles, 
US import, 100% rebuilt, too 
many new Honda parts to list, UK 
registered & MoT, £10,500 ono 
Tel. 01 189 816105 Berkshire 



HONDA CBR1100 Blackbird, 
43,353 miles, dry stored, 10 years, 
new chain & sprockets, MoT May 
2015, new battery, £1650 ono Tel. 
01793 853174 Wiltshire 



HONDA DEAUVILLE NT700V, 
2008, 11,650 miles, one owner, 
heated grips, top box, vgc, £3850 
Tel. 01 874 623839 Brecon 



HONDA GL1000 1976, new, s/s 
exhaust, front brakes, tyre & w/ 
bearings, cam belts, grill, recon 
fuel/temp gauges, battery, £3000 
p/x Tel. 01 162 234757 Leics 



HONDA XL250 classic trials, 
1975, rebuilt with Peter Gaunt, 
recent complete overhaul, a 
pleasure to ride, £2400 ono Tel. 
07864 832138 Staffordshire 



CAROLE NASH 

30"' B [ R T H D A 

The care it deserves 

Classic Bike 

insurance 

0800 781 9291 

Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd 
is authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority. 
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Aermaochi Sprint, lovely £4950 

Baines Imola 900 really nice £12,500 

BenelliTomadoTre lactory race bike.-„.r-.POA 

Bijnota V DueTrofeo brand new £23,000 

Bimota SB4 excellent £12,000 

Bitnola D02 good £5.000 

Binnola 005 2010, fantastic £11,500 

Bimota HB2 V good £12,000 

Ducati super twins race bike, great spec . £5950 

BitnolaTesI 2D ..,.£24.000 

Ducati 450 street ScrambFer, mint £9,000 

Ducati 450 Desmo 1969. very rare, excellent 

„..., £11,500 

Ducati 750GT go(>d £14.950 

Ducati 750 sport/GT project......... £14,000 

Ducati 750 FI Laguna Seca, really lovelyEI 8,950 

Ducati MHB 900, 1981, Good £11,500 

Ducati MHE 900 brand new, £18,000 

Laverda Mirage, excel lent.. £7950 

Laverda SF 750 1973, Choice of 3 . £5250-C7500 

Laverda SFC replica, really nice ........,.£8750 

Laverda CNDB5D stunning ...£17,000 

Mondial Piega as new £17500 

Moto Gu 22 i 500GTV 1938, really lovely with 
fantastic paflna £15,000 


Moto Guzzi 250 Airone 1st series, really lovely 

...........-£0500 

Moto Guzzi Super Alee, 1951 fully restored 

£6500 

Moto Guzzi LeMans 1 replica choice 

£5500-£6750 

Moto Guzzi Falcone Turlsmo, V good ....£11 ,950 


Moto Guzzi V7 racer 2012 as new £5500 

MV Agusta Serie Oro, stunning £25.000 



Ducati 250 Desmo twin filler £12,500 



Moto Guzzi B50GT one owner £7950 



Laverda SF 750 1971 £5250 



Ducati 350 Desmo Race Bike, high spec. £3000 


Td: 01449 612900 

Web: www.madelnitalymotorcycle5.com Email: john@madeinitajymotorcycle5.com 
Italian Bikes always wanted any condition. Try Us. 







ALL CLASSIC / VINTAGES 
MOTORCYCLES ■ 

Any motorcycle i , . 

Any Condition 

Or your Complete Collection^ 

FROM BARN FINDS TO CONC'OURS 

, PAYhJENT IN CASH ORTRANSFER, 
INSTANT DECISION 
INSTANT COLLECTION . ^ 

i . ' DISCRETION ASSURED ; 

^ , TEL: MOBILE 07973 1 1 12 13 ' 

^pR 020 8997 2421'AND ASK FOR FRAN 
' ' EMAIL; 4k222@hotmail.com 


1 . 



-T140V ENGINE - STRIPPED COMPLETELY < CHEMICALLY CLEANED 

* VAPOUR BLASTED < ALL NEW BEARINGS < NEW VALVES, GUIDES, 

SPRINGS « NEW RINGS, SHELLS ETC * ENGINE BUILT BY STEVE 
BLACKWELL* MIKUNI CARB KIT* NEW THROTTLE AND CABLES • NEW 
PAZON IGNITION *TWC ENGINE PLATES *TWC OIL TANK •TWC FUEL 
TANK * EARLS OIL LINES * REMOTE OIL FILTER * NEW COMPLETE WIRING 
HARNESS • LIGHTWEIGHT BATTERY * ELECTRONIC CLOCKS - QUILL 
STAINLESS STEEL EXHAUSTS * SLIMLINE FRAME < TT40 HUBS * NEW 
WHEEL RIMS, SPOKES, WHEEL BEARINGS * TWC REAR SETS * 35MM 
M ARZOCCHI FORKS - 35MM MARZOCCHI YOKES - TWC STEERING STEM 
*TWC CLIP ONS * BREMBO GOLD CALIPERS * TWC CALIPER BRACKETS 

* NEW TWC BRAKE LINES F/R * NEW BREMBO MASTER CYLINDER 


ORIGINALLY A LE MANS 3 RORED OUT TO 950CC 
THE BIKE WAS STRIPPED : FRAME AND WHEELS POWDER 
COATED * SPECIAL PAINT JOB • COMPLETE NEW HARNESS 
• UNDER-SLUNG GEL BATTERY 
• FULL QUILL EXHAUST SYSTEM • HAGON REAR SHOCKS 
- CARBS STRIPPED ULTRA SONIC AND VAPOUR BLASTED 
* ENGINE CHECKED OVER, RUNS VERY WELL 
* NEW NUMBER PLATE AND BRACKET TO BE FITTED. 

• LOG BOOK AND PREVIOUS MOTS 


£15,000 


£6,750 


iB^ TRITON T1 40V MOTO GUZZI CAFE RACER 


Tel; 01 942 721 744 • Email: JB@twowheelclassics.co.uk 
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JAMES M25 Superswift, rare, 
1962, only made 1962/3 good 
condition starts & runs well, £2775 
Tel. Malcolm 01797 361344; 
07709 658866 Kent 



KAWASAKI H1 500 1974, totally 
restored in 2015, fantastic, blue, 
£6700 ono, p/x 50cc bike Tel. 
07581 212432 Notts 



KAWASAKI W650 vgc, 10,300 
miles, occasional use in last three 
years, service history, new tyres, 
fly screen, Scottoiler, crime rack & 
box, two keys, toolkit. Tel. 01274 
678395 West Yorkshire 



KAWASAKI W650 2001, one 
owner, 5589 miles, unused for 4 
years, new battery & new MoT, 
owner no longer able to ride bike, 
bargain at £2500 Tel. 01384 
562091 West Midlands 



MATCHLESS Special, 680cc, 
G85CS engine, Carillo conrod, 
JHR scrambler frame, Amal 36mm 
carburettor, €11,000 Email. p. 
petitjean27600@gmail.com 
France 



MATCHLESS 350 year 1 957, very 
good condition, £3500 Tel. 07970 
123191 Kent 



MATCHLESS G9 1957, restored 
a few years ago, hardly used since, 
excellent condition, £4200 ono Tel. 
01316 697536 Lothian 



MATCHLESS G9 1958, Super 
Clubman, fully rebuilt to a very 
nice standard, many new parts, 
runs as well as it looks, more 
details on request. Tel. 07790 
215950 Lancashire 



MONTESA Cota 247, 1971 with 
V5C and transferable registration 
number plus spare frame plus 
spare engine plus other spares, 
£2200 the lot Tel. 01522 753100 
Linos 



MOTO GUZZI Nevada 750cc, 
2012, Special Edition, Aquila Nera, 
MoT Jan 2016, 21,500 miles, 
engine bars, screen, rack/ 
backrest, centerstand, vgc, £3750 
ono Tel. 01977 510546 Yorkshire 



MOTO GUZZI Convert VI 000 
auto bike, 32,000 miles, 
conversion by trike shop, panniers, 
Quaife reverse box, altered for 
disabled rider, £7250 Tel. 01617 
666353 Manchester 



MOTO GUZZI 1973, Eldo, bike 
taken apart to refurbish, powder 
coated parts and Soda blasted 
parts, $4200 contact for pictures 
and details. Email. louisqz4@ 
gmail.com USA 



MOTO GUZZI Nevada 750cc, 
2012, Aquila Nera, MoT Jan 2016, 
21,500 miles, engine bars, screen, 
rack/back rest, centre stand, both 
keys, vgc, £3750 ono Tel. 01977 
510546 Yorkshire 



MOTO GUZZI 125 Stornello 


project, 1963, engine turns freely, 
in original, restorable, condition, 
no docs, £900 may p/x Tel. 01328 
700711 Norfolk 



MOTO GUZZI V50 Mkll, 1980, 
vgc for the year, stainless down 
pipes, overhauled forks & brakes, 
rack & top box, MoT March 201 6, 
used regularly £1500 Tel. 01179 
492097 Bristol 



MOTO MORINI 500V Sei, years 
MoT, good condition, rear sets, 
fairing, runs well, light, rare 500, 
appreciating classic, £2500 ono 
Tel. 07775 892066 Kent 


POWDER 
COATED 

TOUGH* 

Announcing our new ISyr"^ anti corrosion warranty • Quality work is priceless* 

Don’t leave it to chance do it once do it right. 

''When quality of work matters call us'' - All work comes as standard 5 year warranty Collection & delivery thronghout the UK Sc EU. No fob too smaU 


ALL EUROPEAN & OVERSEAS ENQUIRIES WELCOME Look out for new website for the EU and UK 


www.ctc-powder-coating.co.uk www.powdercoated-custonncarparts.co.uk 
email: msbpcl@googlemail.com 2a-3a Benbridge Ind Est Heybridge, Maldon, Essex CM9 4ER TeL 01621 841 100 
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■^VAILASt^ ,iV -RV 


61 Big Head By||ati great bika 

,„..£S.500 


35 Aria) VH500 Red Hunter, 




Call ANTHONY 

07866 637792 
ALISTAIR 
07794 100386 
or 01634 060606 

VieuVing by Appointment 


63 Qreevea Essek 250 Twin, superb. 
£4,250 


6S AJS Wfld 1« 350 Sipe* , £4,250 

GO AmbassBder Super S, goes msII £1,995 

£92 AH«1/BSA Bta Trlala, V iricK, . . E3.2SQ 

SS Ari«J fivMmaslarSOO, ridB^VeelDre C3,!S0 

59 AtleJ Leader, ksvely Emvl £2.395 

92 Arid Arrww, re$4CirW. sup®* E3,t9S 

9^ BMW Ftll^RS. 1 owner, ah. lugpaige £3,250 

eo QKW R2G. 25P. supart in Na£k. £4.75a 

cSS BSA DTi ?5cc Trials, greal lun 11,150 

99 BSA B441 Victor SpeckOI, bouncy £3.395 

91 BSA A7 94H1, ^ru|ir.irh £3,9^5 

93 F/BemEftt Cruiser £S9i Ewin, <* smart Ei,995 


90 NC50 Esprvts, lovely mciped-. .£995 

92 Hond'a Melody kLuKe, nice srupper.. £595 

72 Handla CL1T5i, lara piper... £2.509 

57 Monde C6450 Bleot B^ber. . . . .Egeh 

95 MaKooleda 250 Scocter, bMow winner.. .. .£3,250 

99 MZ ETi:251, nite h»C\i- £795 

72 MZ ES250Tkcplfy. £1,750 

75 Noflon Commando MkS l/$late, suparb. £9,750 
95 R/E Eledra X Cals Baper, superb, 2k .. 13,509 

29 SenItTt HepnicB, auoed) £13,500 

39 SddltTT HapliCa. Ip re^lpra. .£9,995 

24 Scott Super Squirrel, superb SOLD 


7eTf|MrriptiT140V STJubllW, 9k. e imart., £«,250 

74 Triumph Trldenl, Elec start. 13k. 1:6,500 

71 Triumph TRGC, malChll^^high piped £5,995 

69 Triumph TR6 TTPphy* melching £4,995 

60 Triumph 3TA Bhxibs, unaicfiing^ £2,695 

9&Tr|umph 5TA SprtdTwinr Brtubs £4,250 

03 Triumph Speed 4, 2k, se new £3,509 

94 Veld LE, an Met. runs wall £1 .250 

59 Vets Venem, superb. . . . . . .Cash 

73 Vamaha HD350, 17k, ei^wtP. £3,750 

91 Yamaha S:R125, ni^tg Icvrrver £995 

94 Yamaha RD125LC, superb m whUevblue. .12,509 


Wo now stock a range o1 excellent Batr) Bike electric pushbikes... Ask for details... Ideal for camper/caravan 


Lots mono bikes in stock! Visit www.pembrokestiireclassics.com for more bikes to ride or restore 




66 James Cadet ISO, runs well 

£1,750 


64 AJS Mod 18 Statesman, fantastic. 
£5,905 


, MOTORCYCLE SPARES 

\! THE HOLDINGS, WILDMOOR LANE, WILDMOOR, BROMSGROVE, WORCESTERSHIRE B61 ORJ. 

Tel 0121 453 8886 


OVER 200 TONS OF GENUINE BRITISH SPARES 


PLEASE LOOK AT OUR 
WEBSITE FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION 

WE ARE PLEASED TO HAVE 
RECENTLY BOUGHT A LARGE 
QUANTITY OF THE JOYCE 
COBBINS COLLECTION 
INCLUDING THE NER A CAR 
OUTFIT, NEft-A-CAR PROJECT, 
VINTAGE MOTO GUZZI PROJECTS, 
MAS MILANO, 1940'S MM500 


SERVICES Wanted British and 
Pre 1 970 motorcydes, spares and 
ephemera. Single machines to 
completed collections, Shed, Garage 
or attics deared. Professional 
valuations for both insurance 
and probate. Discretion assured. 
Auctions organised in conjunction 
with long established classic vehicle 
auctioneers. Motorcydes sold on a 
commission basis. 

Part exchange welcome. 


NEWLY ARRIVED 


CONSIGNMENT 


FROM FRANCE: 


1925Terroi 
1 930S Peugeot 
Cl96GRatker (Ex 
Presidential Escort Bikei 
C1960500CcTefrot 
1970S 125 Hurley 
Devidson 

4fso On toiis^nmenf; 
Ennc 

Emc Special 
Sunbeam S8 


NOW IN STOCK 

BSA Rocket 
Goldstar project 
* Rocket Goldstar 
Spitfire restored 
*QSA Super Rocket 
restored 
•UK Rocket 
Goldstar project 
• 1918 Indian 
Powerplus sidecar 


IN THIS WEEK: 

2x Norton featherbed 
frames, 

1 withVS 
BSA A10 rolling 
chassis with VS 
1954 BSA A10 with V5 
M20WD frame with VS 
JAP DTZ bottom end 


PROJECTS 

Triumph 1939 speed 
twin 

BSA 844E 
1923 Duneit one 
owner from new 
1967 Bultaco metreila 
Norton model? 
Norton ES2 
BSA 350 Empire Star 
BSA A65 Lightning 
Rocket 

Pre war MAS Milano 
OHV 350 
1940s MM500 


ENGINES 

DAIO Goldflash 
Blackburn 350 
BSAB31 

TriumphT120unit 
19l9Vi]liers 
Tri TR7 
Tri TR6 

Tri TlOO pre unit 
Tri pre unit all alloy 
750 

AJS Twins/Singles 
+ many more 

BIKES 

1913 Wall Autowheel 
BSA A10 Spitfire 
immaculate 
BSA A6S Firebird 
Francis Barnett 197 
1967Triumph 
Bonneville 
Triumph Tiger 90 
Norton ES2 


6SAA10 
Triumph 21 
BMW R69 
Triumph Tiger Cub 
A6S Thunderbolt 
4x Caprioio 

GEARBOXES 

BSA S/A and Plunger 
Norton AMC 
Norton Laydown 
Triumph unit/pre- 
unit 

Matchless AMC 
Matchless Burman 
Burman 

Albion + many more 

FORKS 

Large quantity 

BSA forks 

Triumph 

Norton 

Ariel 

Matchless 


PETROL TANKS 

TH100,T120,T140 

BSA A/B type 

Norton 

+ many more 

FRAMES 

BSA Sloperl932 

BSA Slope r 1930 with VS 
Panther front section 
Enfield military rigid 
Ariel Sq 4 with VS 
Triumph Bonneville 
BSA all models 
AJ S/Match less 
Royal Enheld 
Ariel 

Triumph all models 

IWHEELS 

BSA 

Triumph 

AJS/Matchless 

Ariel 

Norton 


Please see motorcycle stock on: WWW.yeoman5motorcycleS.com 


Tuesday 1 .30 - 5. OOpm; Thursday 130 -5.00pm; Friday 1 .30 - 5.00pm; Saturday 1 1 .30 - S.QOpm OTHER TIMES BY APPOINTMENT 




Classic and vintag^e motor cyles. 

Also wanted: classic and vintage sports cars. 

Complete collections purchased, any 
condition from barn finds to concours. 

Immediate cash settlement - discretion assured 
Our buyer will call any location 

Call now 

07881 900076 or 01252 612245 


m 
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MV AGUSTA MAGNI 1977, 
861 cc, extremely rare & sought 
after classic bike, whether buying 
for road or for investment, this bike 
is immaculate, contact for price. 
Tel. 07702 013705 Grampian 


MZ ES150 TROPHY excellent 
frugal runner, years MoT, 
electronic rect/reg, recent battery 
& Michel in tyres, a Bantam beater, 
£850 Tel. 07788 4421 55 Avon 


MZ ETZ 250 1991, lovely classic 
bike, great condition, very rare, 
polish reg plate, £1000 Tel. 07999 
516823 South Yorkshire 


NORTON COMMANDO 750 

Roadster, 1971, Devon stainless 
rims & spokes electronic ignition 
Mikuni carbs, well sorted reliable 
bike, £6750 Tel. 01388 606429 
Durham 



NORTON COMMANDO 850 

1976, Electra Mk 3, starts on 
button, powder coated frame, 
tank/tinware in good order, carbs 
need balancing, needs tic, £6000 
Tel. 07904 411893 Cheshire 



NORTON DOMINATOR 500cc, 
1 955, fully restored, new chrome & 
paint work, rebuilt engine & 
gearbox, original hinged 
mudguard, £6250 ono Tel. 07958 
321629 Buckinghamshire 


1 ^ ^ 


i 



PANTHER M120 recent engine 
rebuild, barrel resleeved, new 
piston, new crank bearings, new 
valves springs & guides, £6800 
Tel. 01243 573290 Sussex 



RICKMAN METISSE Matchless 
G85CS, 550cc engine, Ceriani 
front fork. Matchless front wheel, 
KTM Magnesium rear wheel. Tel. 
p.petitjean27600@gmail.com 
France 



ROYAL ENFIELD Electra X, 06 
reg, 5000 miles, electric start, 5 
speed, disc front, heated grips, 
brand new Dunlop K70s, vgc, 
£2250 ono Tel. 01142 588144 
South Yorkshire 



ROYAL ENFIELD 350cc SV, 
1946, used in end of WWII, all 
docs, spares, has been running, 
needs head gasket, attached to 
Monaco sidecar, £3950 firm Tel. 
01727 822658 Herts 



ROYAL ENFIELD Bullet, 2002, 
10,000 miles, Hitcocks Anti wet 
sump valve & rotor alternator, 
fitted some spares, £2650 Tel. 
02088 455524 evenings 

Middlesex 



ROYAL ENFIELD Clipper, 250cc 
year 1961 , just been fully restored, 
old buff log book and V5C, loads 
spent, bargain £1750 Tel. 07443 
642408 West Yorks 



ROYAL ENFIELD Continental GT 
250cc, 1967, vgc throughout, 
alloy fuel tank & new carb recently 
fitted, 5 speed, MoT, £3600 Tel. 
01325 484691 Durham 



PANTHER M65 rare 1952, 250cc, 
restored to a high standard. Email. 
laser7@hotmail.co.uk for full 
details & more photos, £3000. 
Edinburgh 



ROYAL ENFIELD 250cc, 1961, 
Clipper, fully restored, original reg 
numbers correct, sweet engine, 
nice runner, £1725 Tel. 07443 
642408 West Yorks 



ROYAL ENFIELD Electra X, 06 
reg, 5000 miles, electric start, 5 
speed, disc front, heated grips, 
brand new Dunlop K70’s, vgc, 
£2250 ono Tel. 01142 588144 
South Yorks 



ROYAL ENFIELD 350 Bullet, 
2003, 16,000 miles, one owner 
from new, vgc £1600 Tel. 01622 
728551 Kent 



1997, black and chrome, nice 
condition, good runner, MoT Sep 
2015, £1600 Tel. 01216 863275 
West Midlands 



ROYAL ENFIELD 350 Bullet 2003, 
16,000 miles, one owner from new 
vgc, £1600 Tel. 01622 728551 
Kent 



CAROLE NASH 


3Q'" BIRTH DAY 

Tiie care it dese'ifes 

Classic Bike 

insurance 

0800 781 9291 
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Udlt A4. Norlhfieel Induatri&l Estaie, 
Lower fload, NorthtSeet, Kont DA11 9SN 


19SST110 E77S0 


Cbn^^dssslGS 


Shllsh & Amerii^an bikes alwavs wanlart. 
Call Phil now on D13Z2 aB3431 
Evenings 01732 £22475 



BSA A10 Gold Flesh 1955 E>;cellen| E5000 

BSA Bcxitcei Go(cfi 0 B&plk;a F9000 

BSA ZB31 350CC 1952 Pfunger £4250 

H a rley- Davidson WidegHde 2005 £6500 

Haiiey-Davidson lOOih Anniversary 1450ccE11 ,000 

Ric*(man Triumph Matisse 55Qco £9000 

Triurnph TtlO SSOcc 1955 Very niC0M ,-£7250 

Triumph TR6 SS 1962 Rostor&d.., £9500 


TrlymphTPe 1957 Reslored. £9000 

TritJimphTR6C 1971 Restored £7000 

Triumph TR 5 1972 Restored £5500 

Triumph T120 1955 Restored £9000 

Triumph T120 UK Spec 1909 Restored £9000 

Triumph T1 40 U$ 1970 Very good £4250 

Triumph T140V 1979 Bestoned., £5000 

Triumph T1 SOT 1972 Very good..., £7000 


Please vlalt: www.clarkeBclassicg.co.uk 

BRITISH BlICES AtWAVS WANTED - BRmSH BiKES CAN BE FOUND TO MATCH VOUR REQUIREMENTS - SHIPPING AT COST 




E-mait: info@clarkesclassrcs.co.yk 


Daytona 1973 ...E47S0' 


1965 Bonneville. 


,£9500 Classic Motjorcvcles; Norton. Triumph, BSA. Harley Davidson and many rnKwe. Biilish and Americari Bikes are our Speoalrty. T140 reatDPed. 


£5500 



mmmu 


MACHINES IN STOCK INCLUDE ... 


1962 Aermacchi Ala Verde (to restore) ...£2850 

1928 AKD model 58 ...£6250 

1952 BSA 831 350 £4100 

1960 BSA Super Rocket 650 £5950 

1921 Excelsior ladies model ..£6250 

C.1959 FB Mondian25 £1500 

1956 Triumph speed twin £5250 

1961 Triumph pre-unit T120 replica £7850 

1964 Triumph Twenty One £3500 

1977 Triumph Bonneville 750 £4350 

MORE BRITISH BIKES URGENTLY REQUIRED 
Spares purchased and for sale ~ machines sold on commission 
BRITISH TYRES AT DISCOUNT PRICES 


Callers Welcome^ but please telephone first to avoid disappointment 
Normaliy open lues, to Sat 9.30am to 5pm 
Knarr Miti. Oidham Road. Delph. NR Oldham. Lancs 0L3 5RQ. 
TELEPHONE (01 457) 872788 
Email ; saddleworth #ciassicmotorcycle$isnet. co.uk 
We b : WWW. sadd ie wort hcl as s icsxo. u k 


www.drclassic.co.uk 

T> n fkcfi.. LiitwiirU I fs {Burton-upon-Trenl) Tel; 01283 536379 
L7. IV* MuTPTC1(CICS LTD* post-war British & Gemnan Classic bike enthusiasts 


Export no protji&mi 


CLASSIC 
MOTORCYCLES 
ALWAYS WANTED! 

Bikpft & c^Dllectlans bought 
wnigh! iDrcDstil 
In an eondiUDn&. 
OeJIveiy t CoHedion Seniicfl 



D.R. Classic Motorcycles Ltd. 

VIEWING ST RICTLY BY APPOINTMENT ONLYI!! •™ 

07889 292536 richard@drclassic.co.uk 


Many more bikes! ^ Range ot 5Q-B0s A 70's ctassics aiways in stock - 

Chock out the website! WWW.drclaSSiC.CO.uk 


OWENS MOTORCYCLES 


AJS 16M5 350?? fanlasli? TuslQTied cpndiition, 

great runner, musi be seen 1955. £3495 

AJS model 3D witli Walsonian Avon sidecar very 
nice anpinal condition, must he seen, 1957 £3595 
AJS 16HS 35UCC in CS Trim good reliable bitte 

current MOT 1961 £2,395 

BSA MI2D EX WD nice restored concfiliDn, jusl 

afflved 1944 £4495 

BSA A10. black and ctirome, lovely restored 

condition , rnustba seen, 1961..,.. £3995 

BSA B17S nice original condtlkm, good runner, 

1971, noVS hence £995 

BSA Dl rigid Bantam restored sorrie years ago 

runs tine 19SQ £1995 

CZ Enduro (9BB-2) very good original unmstcred 
condition, matching numbera, rare bike, 1974 

.. . ..,£1995 

eiKES CURRENTLY BREAKIWQ; BSA A7.^.A 10 631/33 010/11/12/15/25 B25, A50..65, BANTAM B4{h'44. 
triumph T140^T1£Cyi10/9a^3TAf'5TAT20 CUB, NORTON e8/99/5ftES2/16H.iOOMMANOO^AJSi'MATCHLESS G3UG0O. 

JUST IN FOR HREAtflHG - B$A B50 $5 1971. ESA 044 V$ 1969. ’ Large amOgnl Enfipltl Tynn Spares 
Rrfllsh MmurcycleG & Sp.areG Bau^hl & Sold 
Specialists In secorKl-tvond spares Icr RSA. TrlunTplT & + others 

7 Poyssr SIreeL WrexhsniT LL13 7RP North Wales Email: eidof>@owefismotDrcycles.co;uh 
.jipri p/ease /oqIt our Sew Website www-o wensmotofcycles.cc.uk wb 

'Wl TeJ; mi78 2B€Qe7 MOBILE 07802B 11803 — 

(4ew opening hours Wednesday - Sslurday dam - Spm please phone frr^l !□ avpid diaapppinlmenl 


Honda CG125 great tor commuter or learner, good 

condition, low mileage t&l 1997 £795 

Honda FTSOO SQOcc single, nice daan condition, 

lovely bike, MoTd 1382 £1395 

James Captain 197 Villiers nice tidy bike but needa 

silghi atleiKlon V5C 1957 £1195 

NoFlon Atlas 750 lovely condition matching numbers 

good ussablo bike 1965 £5995 

Norton Big 4 fitted with ES2 engine lovely restored 

condltton1353 £5995 

Royal Enfield 350 tiutlet 1 rials bike for fesloration' 

withVS 1990 £895 

Triumph TI40E matching numbers, rasioratian 
Started , fota of money spent, must be seen 1980 
£3195 


OXFORD CLASSIC HONDA 


Visit our website on: www.dassichondamotorcycles. co.uk 


1971 SRIBBESTONE 90 DELUXE UK bAe project £795 

1963 HONDA cm runs wen UK bike,...,., £1095 

1094 HONDA C6250 N1GHTHAWK 2 cwsers tidy contWon 

,..,...£159 

1978 HONDA ST7f3 «jw mileage eriginal efiample £1495 
1969 HONDA SS125 prcjflct £695 

1969 HONDA CD175 SLOWER very wigirva £1395 

1995 HONDA CB25D HORNET MCSl MoT £1895 

1978 HONDA CfiZSON very nice tAe. WoT £1395 

1954 HONDA CF70 CHALY^cnginat cgndifon £895 

1935 HONDA VtSlON, low mileage ,.£450 

1975 HONDA PCSOIong slorags E59S 

1962 HONDA C92 30iind runner . , £1495 

1 970 HONDA CL1 75 good sound impon £1595 

1 966 HONDA Cei 60 lldy bike MoT £1895 

1 976 HONDA CD175, good sound bike £1250 

1966 HON DA CLTT lovely condillon. . £3995 


1991 HONDA CN250 HELIXh slrange bulliMi...., £095 

1979 HONDA CBZSCN SUPERDREAM, runs wefl £995 

1077 HONDA CB750/4 fc7 good mncWion £2495 

1973 KAWASAKI S2A lovely example £P0A 

1997 KAWASAKI GPZ900R ex condition tPOA 

1954 KAWASAKI GPZ400 impon idvety original condition . 

. £1495 

1994 KAWASAKI KE100 vgc MgT £950 

1934 KAWASAKI Z 1000 J2r pn3iei:1, runs well £1895 

1902 MON7ESA COTA 349 runs wsR..... £1050 

1067 PERIPOLI GIURLIETTA 50CC. no do® £505 

1968 PUCH MS50 sound 2 cwnor bike long storogo ...£425 

1070 PUCH MAXt one cuvner very 1jdy £495 

1975 SUZUKI GTt85 prody fail® tong MoT £1650 

1073 SUZUKI ei 20 pioject runs line.. ,.„ £605 

1072 SUZUKI GT36CU US import vgc. £3495 

1930 SUZUKI GSX550E excefleni tow mileage b«e . £1995 


TELEPHONE: 01865 326358 MOBtLE: 07790 269020 

CLASSIC JAPANESE MOTORCYCLES BOUGHT AND SOLD t— 

PX ALWAYS WELCOME, MANY JAP SPARES IN STOCK ^ 



SUSSEX 


Silica 1975 

1966 Triumph T120R 6S0 Bohnevilie, beautfpi restwatiori ..., £9999 

1965Niorton 750 Atlas twin, malching numbers, outstanding eondititMi £&a99 

1974 Norton Commando ft50 I A interstate UKbrke, nil original ,£B999 

1972 Nlorton 750 Commando tntershaie, UK rnatohrng numbera bike, restored. £7999 
1960 Norton kAodel 50 350 sirrgle, wide line featherbed frame, matching numbeTS, 

superb resloration ,....£7999 

19S8 Matchleaa G11C5R 600 sports twin, criginai rastofed £7999 

1955 AJS model IftS 500cc single, 9[XXJ miles, totafly origina!,..., £6999 

1964 Matchless G15CS 750 twin, US Scrarnbie style, matching nO's £6999 

1973 Kawasaki S1A 260 2T triple UK bike, mini, resiored,....,, £6999 

1965 Triumph 21 350 Twin, rnatohirig numoers, very clean, ride away classic.,. £4999 

2008 Royal Enftekt 350 Bullet Classic, delivery miles only. £2999 

@dassicbikes_5x 


PX WELCOME, 
CASH FOR YOUR 
MOTORCYCLES 


WE CAN DELIVER. 


LOCATED IN 
EAST SUSSEX, 
ENGLAND 


PHONE 
07989 751567 


See ot/r p/totes 
on the web 


Email: payl@dassicbikes-sussex,co.uk www.dassicbikes'sussex.co.uk 
CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR DAILY STOCK UPDATES 
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BERKELEY T60. 

Unfinished project. Illness reason for sale, 
many photos. £2500ono. 01354 655236, 
Cambridgeshire 



SEELEY TRIUMPH 180 crank, 
4LS front brake, original frame, 
tanks, wheels, unused, road 
registered, perfect condition, 
£13,500 Tel. 01302 537485 South 
Yorks 



SQUIRE SIDECAR was fitted to 
Triumph T100, all bike to sidecar 
fittings, brand new sidecar circa 
1970, fully restored bike. Tel. 
01282 813432 Lancs 



SIDECAR CHASSIS lightweight, 
early sidecar chassis Watsonian?, 
fair condition 21” wheel, £200 Tel. 
01535 611181 West Yorks 



SUZUKI GS750 1977, 24k 

genuine miles, imported from USA 
1995, vgc, new Hagon shocks, 12 
months test, owned last 13 yrs, 
£2250 ono Tel. Lawrence 07970 
648426 Leics 



SUZUKI TS50ER classic moped, 
restored some years ago at cost 
of over £3000, little use and mainly 
dry stored since, vgc, no current 
MoT, rare, £1750 Tel. 07534 
608303 East Sussex 



TRIBSA 1961, 4 lugged frame, 
RGS type chassis with clip-ons 
rear sets etc, T 1 00 alloy motor, full 
Delta head, polished internals, 
£11,000 Tel. 07870 812805 Sth 
Yorks 



TRITON 650cc, bike has been 
built to high standards and comes 
with a Fred Cooper engine, £6500 
Tel. 01 959 574781 



TRITON 650 bike has been built to 
high standards and comes with a 
Fred Cooper engine, £6500 Tel. 
01959 574781 Kent 



TRIUMPH 3T 1946, 95% original 
parts. Nos as per original buff log 
book, vintage MCC concours 
winner in 80s, road worthy, usually 
starts first kick, £7500 Tel. Robert 
07967 727370 Warwick 



TRIUMPH ADVENTURER 1997, 
900cc, MoT 3/16, new floats, 
battery, serviced, 16,800 miles, 
240 miles in last 4 years, lots 
chrome, £3250 Tel. Steve 07774 
432919 Merseyside 



TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE T140, 
750cc, October 1987, American 
spec, mint condition, as new only 
1682 miles, £5500 Tel. 01525 
210741 ; 07956 554909 Beds 



TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE 1983, 
Eight Valve TSS, excellent 
unrestored condition, 12,600 
miles, rare, 438 manufactured, 112 
exported to America, £6500 Tel. 
Doug 07872 037057 West Mids 



TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE 2001, 
3800 miles, MoT 06/16, summer 
screen, rear carrier, centre stand, 
full tacho kit, tank rubbers, padded 
seat, vgc, £3250 Tel. 01509 
502867 Leics 



TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE 650 

1973, very good and original 
condition, matching numbers, 
MoT, £3750 Tel. 01270 662186 
Cheshire 



TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE T100 

865cc, beautiful condition, 14,000, 
dry miles, new tyres, brake pads, 
12 months MoT, £4000 Tel. 01484 
643802; 07928 159849 West 
Yorks 



TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE T120 


1961 , pre unit, looks & works great, 
matching numbers, £8250 Tel. 
07729 031 049 West Sussex 
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DEALER DIRECTORY 





★ Motorcycles 
bought, sold 

&. sourced ^ 

★ Workshop Seivices 

★ Memorabilia^ clothing 
Bl accessories 


Motorcycling icons From bygone times 


Morton Atlas 1962 £7.500 


AJS Model 16 1963 £3.500 


Triumph 6TThunderbird 1965 £6,500 


BSA A65 Firebird 1969 £5,950 


AJS Trials Special 1956 £4.500 

Triumph TR6SS 1962 £9.500 

Morion Atlas 196 ..,... £7.500 

Honda C102 1964 £2.750 

Triumph Th underbird 1965 ,.,£6.500 

Honda S65 resto 1967 .......£750 

Honda CT90 1968 ,.,.......£2.950 

BSA ASO Royal Star 1968 .,.,£4.250 


BSA A65 Firebird 1969........ .£6,500 

BMW R60/5 1970 ,.,....£4,250 

Suzuki RE5 1976 £6,000 

Yamaha XS1100 1978 ...£3,950 

Honda CBX1000Z 1979 £10,000 

Honda GL1000 K2 1979 £4,950 

BMW R100GS PD 1992,... £3,950 

Matchless G3 Trail 1957. ,.£3,950 


Tel: 01252 625444 

Mobile: 07809 894777 

www.ClassicSuperBikes.co.uk 


AHtmtAM HEMBOtt 



CLASSIC 

KE G tl 1 DE 


A 

_ With Motorsport 

54 

Save $$ and never miss another issue! 

rcesforU. liver assic torcycle 
M hanics rcycle, Cla Bi , Classic 

Ra ealCIa , sc r e, S in lassie 
Scooteris n T oto r ure. 

We stock many f e publications inc d ng: 

SCRAPBOOK SERIES (Tri h, BSA and Norton), TION 
CLASSICS, THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF CLASSIC 
MOTORCYCLES, JUST ROSSI, ISLAND RACER, JAGUAR. 


MMormspmr 

PUBL.tCATlONS 

7164 County Road N #441, Bancroft, Wl 54921 
715-572-4595 * Chris@ClassicBikeBooks.com 

www.ClassicBikeBooks.com 


classic 


magazines 

Great reads... 

YOUR PASSIONS 
COVERED 




Save when you subscribe 

WWW. classiemagazines . co . uk 
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TRIUMPH DAYTONA T100R 

1971, Canadian reimport, English 
reg, superb condition, matching 
numbers, sensible mods, excellent 
starter & runner, MoT April 2016, 
£4650 Tel. 07734 855477 Durham 



American Market model, 1969, 
matching numbers, repainted, tax 
exempt, 16,225 miles, MoT, ring 
for details, £5250 ono Tel. 01257 
482104 Lancs 



TRIUMPH SPEED TRIPLE 

ongoing project, 2000 spent on 
engine alone, 3-1 exhaust, new 
chain & sprockets, new tyres, 
MoT, £2500 ovno Tel. 01594 
823940 Gloucs 



TRIUMPH SPEED TRIPLE 750, 
Mkl, 1997, black, books & keys 
present, one of the best for looks, 
very rare bike, only 22.5k miles, 
£2895 Tel. 07740 950074 Kent 



TRIUMPH T100 Sixty 2010, 
Special Edition 400/650, one 
owner 1500 miles, MoT, £1000 
Triumph parts inc centre stand 
sissy bar, rear rack, rocker covers, 
£5750 no offers Tel. 01 492 51 7725 



TRIUMPH T120R 1970, Lowrider, 
heavy gauge hardtail frame, single 
carb conv, 5 speed box, hydraulic 
clutch, major engine overhaul 
2500 miles ago, £6000 Tel. Andy 
07958104759 Surrey 



TRIUMPH T120RV Bonneville, 
1972, only 5000 miles since major 
rebuild including rebore, electronic 
ignition, new carbs, replacement 
5-speed internals, £3250 Tel. 
01947 810275 North Yorks 



TRIUMPH T150V s/s wheels/ 
spokes/guards, new ex system & 
carbs other work carried out over 
years of ownership, £6500 ono Tel. 
07804 792539 West Midlands 



TRIUMPH T21 1958, fitted with 
500cc topend sounds well, not 
mint but tidy bike, first here will 
buy, £2750 Tel. 07802 638524 
Lancs 



TRIUMPH T509 Speed Triple, R 
reg, standard spec, only 8600 
miles, owned 14 years, very nice 
condition, £1650 Tel. 01332 
842536 Derbyshire 



TRIUMPH THUNDERBIRD 


650cc, 1983, fully rebuilt, all 
original parts, runs and starts well, 
MoT, £3500 Tel. 07944 174497 
Essex 



TRIUMPH TIGER CUB 1967, 
excellent condition, restored/ 
converted to Trials bike, worth 
viewing, £2500 Tel. 02083 031613 
SE London 



TRIUMPH TROPHY rare 1970, 
carefully restored to mint original 
condition over an 1 1 month period, 
starts & runs well, £6250 Tel. 
01395 278966 Devon 



TRIUMPH TROPHY TR6 1970, 
1000 miles since 16 months 
professional rebuild, costing over 
£18,000, inci £4000 on parts, 
matching numbers, MoT, £9500 
firm Tel. 01206 843368 Essex 



matching frame & engine nos Buff 
log book 12V Criterion alternator, 
lots of stainless Clubman tank & 
seat, £8250 ono Tel. 01216 
282471 Birmingham 



VELOCETTE VENOM 1960, 
history. Clubman trim fitted, 
including Avon full fairing, low 
mileage, three owners, lovely 
original bike, £9500 Tel. 07887 
91 7466; 01 743 891 889 Shrops 



VINCENT COMET 1950, 500cc, 
matching frame & engine numbers, 
aged related number plate & 
dating certificate, £16,000 ono Tel. 
01216 282471 Birmingham 



YAMAHA DT400MX 1 976, 1 0,000 
miles, MoT, lovely bike, £3250 
ono poss p/x Tel. 07751 072925 
Cornwall 



YAMAHA XJR1300 2000, 28,000, 
green original, summer use only, 
new tyres, vgc, service history, 
£3250 ono Tel. Richie 07950 
914959 Merseyside 



CAROLE NASH 

T H D A Y 

TSte CEE’S it 

Classic Bike 

insurance 

0800 781 9291 

Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd 
is authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority. 
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SERVICES GUIDE 


ACCESSORIES [ CLOTHING 


Anglo American 



TV presenter Henry Cole's selection of T-Shirts DVDs Accessories 


BLAST CLEANING 



Works: 01 895 263890" 

Heathrow, Middlesex 

elfeclOO@btconneGt.com 

VAPOUR - BEAD - GRIT - ULTRASONIC 


Fine Limit Cleaning and Finishing Specialists. 
Also Welding, Stove Enamel & Po\A/der Coating 



OELIVERY 


BRAKES 


THE NAME IN FRICTION YOU KNOW AND TRUST 


BRAKE AND CLUTCH RELINING SERVICE 

• Professional Service Est 1980 

• Classic, Vintage, Specials & Obsolete 

• Bonded, Riveted, Machined 

• Wide choice of asbestos free lining compounds 

• To suit all applications, Road use, Trails S Racing 

• 24 Hour mail order service 



dSuistawn & 


Custom Brakes & Hydraulics Ltd, Unit 2 
Holbrook Rise, Holbrook Ind Estate, Sheffield, S2Q 3FG 
Tel: 01142 767971 wvuwxustombrakes.co.uk 


MOTORCYCLE COLLECTION 
& DELIVERY SERVICE 


Nationwide 

Over 20 years experience 
Fully insured 
Competitive rales 
Secure storage available 


Satellite navigation systems 
fitting thus ensuring a 
speedy delivery which can 
be tracked at any time. 

All vans are fully equipped 
to hold your item securely. 


Catt for defai/s 


Call ACCELERATION 

07774 964386 or 01244 532443 

www.accelerationcads.co.uk 


MAGNETOS 


RESTORATION 


CHROMING 


Quality Chrome Ltd 

SPECIALISING IN NICKFJ., COPPER. 
CHROME, GOLD PLATING, FLLL 
METAL POLISHING SERVICE, 
elec:tro-plating of steel, 
COPPER. RR.\SS AND MOST ALLOYS. 


ar-e many Pta!9J'S - tuf faw can 

actua/fy de/jvef the goorfs. Ws Can! MiCr 
tVfe can have your parts caHected from youf door 
on next day del/i/ary anyi^here /h fire L/K Phone 
today fof tllendly sdv/co, Don't throw nwnay at 
your motorcyc/e without ihrnXtrtff about It 
Coostilt the expert Irr this ffe/d. 

ALL WORK IS CARRIED OUT BY OURSELVES 
IM OUR FULLY EQUIPPED PLATIMG PLANT, 
LNIT 1 & 2, M A ETON STREET, 
WITH AM, HULL HU9 IBA 
TEL & FAX 
(DAY) 0I4S2 589S3S 
Eitifiil : sales @ qualitych mmc.co.u k 
VVifh.site: T^ "W'H'.c|ualityclirome.i:o.uk 


ELECTRICAL 


oyjvArnos 
JDVJVAMOS £- only 

DYNAMOS 

Rrconncd iimJ ofl the." ^ihrll 
lAitriii F;5I-. F3H, F.3AR, EJN, 

E3MD MilL^r 

LutJii (.onvtrHiOn Jbr LLntI ^ intc.-nL 

’ of Spares *L>>'nainQ5 always wanted* 

P Dunn BSc {Hons) Tel: 01762 S56659 


ELECTRICAL 


AO Services 


V Reg Za Dynamo Regulator £46 
LUCAS RITA repairs. 

6V and 12V Alternator Regulators £3S 
Charge indicators £14 and BSMC22 
as Qrhtim m, mnm, Th«tfard, IP2S 6DN 


www.AOservices.co.uk 




PAUL GOFF 

Classic Electrical Specialist 
Worldwide delivery 
HIGH OUTPUT 200W STATOR 
£89.95 

AREGREGyLATOR/n£GTlfl£R 

to Bult £36.S 

3 Phase & 6V regulators also available 
SV / 72 V Regulators for d/namo bikes 

¥ £4S.9S 

QUARTZ HALOGEN 
BULBS & LEDS 

Brighier refilacemenis for pilot, 
\lndica(or, stop/tail aiid h>aoy drtfereni 
headlights trom 1920s onwards 

Oavtime Riding Lights from 04.00 

ETHANOL PROOF PETROL TAPS E9.95 

0t494 868218 

WWW. nDrbsal)2. freeuk.com 

62 Clare Hd, Prestwood, SucKs HP1E DHU 


MAGNETOS 

Dynamos, Regulators rebuilt - 
guaranteed three years. 

One-off components. 

Exhaust pipes manufactured to pattern. 
Please quote CBG 
D. H. Day, Aldrans, Church Hill, 
Wroughton, Swindon, Wiltshire SN4 9JR 
Tei. Swindon (01793) 812323 
Fax: (01793) 845323 



SPEEDO 
REPAIRS 

QHRaNOMETme & 
BRITISH MOTORCYCLE 
INSTRUMENT SPECIAUST 

★ tst Class Workmanship + 

★ CorTifialitiVe Prides"^ 

^^12 nnonms guarantee’^ 

Tel/Fax: (0125 2) 329a2e 
Mobile: 07024 004434 

ir; A.E. Popic. Cjre -nd A md E. C[u^livail;i, Unh 1^13, 
StUlnn, Yard. Ash Chuidi Rand. AMnlirid. HaiCi. GU12HJ( 
WHfvir.S|!*n^[fo™pa>n=-C:a-Mli a.pnpb»^|jleqnngcl-PPm 


TO ADVERTISE IN THE NEXT 
ISSUE GIVE LEON A CALL ON 
01507 529413 


NUMBERPLATES 




CLASSIC NUMBER PLATES 

See us atyour/occr/ show! 

Specialists in the manufacture St supply of ail of 

numberplates for your dassK plus any other vehides 
from tractors to modern day 

NUMBER PLATE CENTRE 

Trade Wholesale enquiries from UK & Worldwide welcome 
Unit 13, 272 Montgomery St, Sparkbrook, Birmingham B1 1 IDS 
Tol:0121 773 SI 07 Fax: 01 21 772 SI 36 
da vidcollier58#hot maiLco.uk 
WWW. n u m berp I atecent re.com 
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FOR SALE 


AJS 250cc, 1964, Sorn, stored 20yrs, 
engine rebuilt 2003 not used since, 
also with additional new frame, new 
wheels, many other spares, £1 1 50 ono 
Tel. 01761 41 8068. Avon. 

AJS 16MS 1957, original vgc with 
good chrome and rewound magneto, 
starts well and runs well, 15,535 on 
clock, £2950 ono Tel. 07969 344367. 
Middlesex. 

ARIEL LEADER 1961, full MoT, 
been stored since 1964, needs r/h 
pannier lid, ongoing restoration but 
vgc, £2250 Tel. Alan 07719 793074. 
Northamptonshire. 

ARIEL SQUARE FOUR a fully restored 
mark one in excellent condition, 
registered and runs well, £11,000 Tel. 
07887 617572. Lanarkshire. 

BENELLI SEI 1989, classic Italian 
super bike, MoT Sept 2015, about 
22,000 miles, four previous owners, 
fast and smooth, £7750 Tel. 01257 
411801. Lancs. 

BSA BANTAM 1970, B17S, four 
speed black chrome low mileage, 
heavyweight forks, new rims, tyres. 
Mot, almost concours, £1695 Tel. 
01 932 786030 evening/weekends. 

BSA BANTAM D7 1961, blue/black 
painted tank model, older restoraiton 
but still good condition, just had MoT, 
owned for 10 years, £1000 Tel. 07813 
458452. Notts. 

BSA BANTAM 125cc, 1957 EX GPO 
garaged, unused for years, starts and 
runs ok, £950 Tel. 01623 626301. 
Nottinghamshire. 

BSA BANTAM Model D7, 1959, good 
runner, new tyres, historic vehicle, tax 
and MoT exempt, £750 ono Tel. Derek 
07594 471560. Warwickshire. 

BSA BANTAM D14/4 Dry stored 
many years, recommissioned, new 
tyres and battery, new engine seals 
and fork seals, new test, ready to 
ride, £1350 ono Tel. 01670 717401. 
Northumberland. 

BSA GOLDIE DBD34 Clubman, 1955, 
electric start, touring trim, all gear 
to convert back to Clubmans, show 
condition, £20,000 Tel. 01702 545532. 

BSA SLOPER 1931, 500cc side 
valve, vgc, having been restored a 
few years ago, runs well & starts easily, 
age related number, £9250 ono p/x 
anything Tel. Chris 01962 761407. 
Hampshire 

BSA ROCKET GOLDSTAR 1963, 
restored inside and out, RRT2, 190mm, 
Dunlop aluminium rims, large tank, 
Canadian bike will crate if required, 
£17,900 Canada. Email. rjhunt9216@ 
rogers.com 

CZ125 12 months MoT, new battery, 
owners manual, good original running 
order, £300 Tel. 07719 074259. 

Merseyside. 

DUCATI SEBRING 1972, 350cc, 

good condition, MoT, new alternator 
regulator upgrade, 12V, recent chain 
sprockets, £4000 Tel. 01322 275022 
before 9pm. Kent. 

HONDA CG125 2006, in unmarked 
silver, 5000 miles, showroom condition, 
over llOmpg, utterly reliable, £1400 
Tel. 01661 854696. Newcastle Upon 
Tyne. 

HONDA SUPERDREAM 250cc, 1980, 
good useable classic, new tyres, side 
panels, battery, MoT November, ride 
and restore, or leave as is, £975 ono 
Tel. 07742 582130. South Yorks. 
KAWASAKI H1 500 1974, fully 

restored 2015 at a cost of £5500, 
blue, beautiful bike, needs nothing but 
riding and loving! Tel. 07581 212432. 
Nottinghamshire. 

MATCHLESS G80 1959, very good 
condition, with rack and top box, £3200 
ono Tel. 01264 350439. Hampshire. 


KAWASAKI 500 Widow-maker, two- 
stroke triple, 1974, restored 2015, 
fantastic bike in blue, latest type 
electronic igniton fitted, collectable 
classic, £6700 ono, p/x 50cc bike Tel. 
07581 212432. Notts. 

NORTON COMMANDO 750 Roadster, 
1971, vgc, stainless rims & spokes, 
electronic ignition, Mikuni carbs, well 
sorted and reliable bike, £6750 ovno 
Tel. 01388 606429. County Durham. 
REFURBISHED THREE BIKE 
TRAILER refabricated back end 
repainted, rewired, some new 
lights fitted, built for motorcross 
bikes, new wheel bearings fitted. 
Tel. 01933 624565; 07714 586288. 
Northamptonshire. 

SUZUKI 550 KATANA 1982, good 
condition, new tyres, good chain/ 
sprockets, 32,300 miles, Sorned but 
MoT until April 2016, standard apart 
from 4 into 1 exhaust, Goodridge 
brake lines and aftermarket air filters, 
standard air box included, £875 Tel. 
07434 557722. Lancashire. 

SUZUKI KATANA GS650 shaft, very 
clean, full test, 4 into 1 exhaust, after 
market seat with grab handle, £1475 
ono Tel. 07941 388317. Cleveland. 
TRIUMPH TIGER CUB T20 1962, 16” 
wheels, loads of new parts in hand, 
contact for a list of spares and full 
particulars. Tel. 01 626 201 695. Devon. 
VELO SOLEX MOPED 1959, rare bike 
in great condition, number plate worth 
£400 included, absolutely superb, £899, 
no MoT or tax needed, £899 Tel. 07581 
212432. 

YAMAHA DT80 1984, MoT, good 
runner, low mileage, £700 Tel. Chris 
07742 323990. Hertfordshire. 

YAMAHA XS400 1982 Seca, 14,000 
miles, MoT till Sept 2015, very good 
condition, new rear tyre and rack, £1 800 
ono Tel. 01264 350439. Hampshire. 


PARTS FOR SALE 


AJS original Hepolite 4480 piston, for 
late 1920/30S machines. Bore (65mm 
+.030”)x 75mm stroke, c/w gudgeon 
pin and circlips, will require piston rings, 
good condition, £60 Tel. 01207 231925. 
Co Durham. 

BSA DA10R 3.1 anti clock rev count & 
oil pump drive & inner/outer covers & 
cable connection & drive cable, £825 
ono Tel. 01 1 59 302708. Notts. 
CONTROL LEVERS original set of 
control levers for British bike. Stamped 
Bowden and Amal including brake, 
clutch, ignition, choke and valve lifter 
levers, good useable condition, £100 
Tel. Alan 01207 231925. Co Durham. 
DOWNPIPES SILENCERS came off 
T110 £140 Tel. 07443 642408. West 
Yorkshire. 

DUCATI 900SS TANK the original 
1970s model, generally sound though 
needs attention, black £100 or offer. 
Tel. 07854 387346. Northamptonshire. 
GARELLI TIGERCROSS ENGINE 
complete, £1 00 ono, also Yamaha fizzle 
engine complete engine no G3-027681 , 
£150 ono. Tel. 07932 304816. Clwyd. 
HARLEY DAVIDSON Fat Boy, exhaust 
silencers, under over shotgun type, as 
new £50 the pair can post. Tel. 02083 
022283. 

HONDA ENGINES CB200 one 

complete engine 78 rolling frame turning 
stored for spares 1 1 ,000 miles, £1 75 V5 
lost; one seized with standing £130; 
one short engine conrods no pistons, 
£1 00 collection only, CB1 75/200 frame 
racing, no V5 £100. Tel. 07770 115727. 
Surrey. 

HONDA XL250 parts for sale, engine, 
front and rear wheels inci hubs and 
brakes, exhaust, seat, £400 or will split, 
Tel. 07887 885624. Essex. 

KAWASAKI VN 1500 engine complete 
21 k on the clock + other bits, £500 Tel. 
07790 215950. Lancs. 


PISTON ORIGINAL Hepolite h/c for 
1930 AJS twin port model R12 248cc. 
(Bore 65mm + .030” x 75mm stroke), 
£50, will also fit 1931 SI 2, 33/12, 34/12, 
35/12, 36/12, 37/12, 38/12 and 39/12. 
Tel. Alan 01207 231925. Co Durham. 
RALEIGH WISP for spares or 
restoration, 85% complete, now 
stripped for restoration, must go offers, 
Tel. 07796 672606. Leeds. 

ROYAL ENFIELD CLIPPER barn find, 
90% complete, 1953-1957, also early 
Bullet spares, £500 the lot Tel. 07476 
820004. Durham. 

SUNBEAM SB engine gear box, frame, 
all tinware, good no rust, speedo 
distributor, all hard to find bits, spark 
plug cover, air cleaner cover, wheels, 
rear suspension, carb dynamo, £1500 
Tel. 01 91 2 51 4428. Tyne & Wear. 
TRIUMPH chronometric rev counter 
RC1 307/00, 1-10000 good working 
condition, £250 Tel. 01926 770123. 
West Midlands. 

TRIUMPH PARTS T140 centre stand, 
£35. T100C Anchor plate HINA, £3. 
Bracket for rear mudguard F5962, £3. 
Right hand folding footrest, £15. Pre 
unit outer gearbox cover, T935, £25. 
Clutch leaver T487, £10 plus postage. 
Tel. 01933 355796. Northants. 
TRIUMPH STREET TRIPLE 2008 dual 
seat, very good condition, £80 inc p&p 
Tel. 02380 271157. Hants. 

TRIUMPH T150 4 speed engine, 
complete, 12,000 miles on the clock. 
CMA wheels to suit Norton/Triumph etc. 
Tel. 07788 997256. Manchester. 
VINCENT COMET crank and flywheel, 
£800. Inner chaincase, £150. Outer 
chaincase, £150. Cylinder head, £250. 
Miscellaneous other bits, £500. Tel. 
Dominic 01458 860404 after 6pm. 
Devon. 

WANTED TRIUMPH 500 unit, rev 
counter outer timing colour, 1960ish for 
Cafe Racer. Tel. 01217 077227; 07899 
098747. Birmingham. 


WANTED 


BMW BOXER WANTED consider 
anything from early 70s to early 90s, 
R50/5 TO R1 OOR, prefer standard bike. 
Tel. John 07836 758534. Tyne & Wear. 
BSA A10 OR A65 restoration project 
wanted, any condition, will travel. Tel. 
07932 948153. Notts. 

CYCLE MASTER and NSU Quickly or 
any type of autocycle wanted, complete 
bikes or just parts, collect anywhere. 
Tel. 07790 168224. Birmingham. 

DMW LEDA wanted front wheel nuts 
for Earles forks model, £20. Tel. 01684 
375789. Worcs. 

HONDA 250 TWIN for restoration, 
must have docs in Cheshire, fair price. 
Tel. 01925 26257. Cheshire. 

HONDA CB500S 1998-03 wanted 
must be in excellent condition. Tel. 
01228 543782. Cumbria. 

HONDA XL600LM combo start with 
red engine and twin headlight model, 
your price paid for right bike. Tel. Ian 
01624 878861 . Isle of Man. 

KAWASAKI Z1000 Mk 2 for restoration, 
wanted by private buyer, anything 
considered! Cash waiting. Tel. Paul 
07785 425100. Essex. 

MOTO GUZZI LEMANS II 1978 
onwards, must be 100%. Tel. 01642 
484073 after 6pm. Cleveland. 

NORTON 50 any condition, also James 
Super Swift, also any gasket case. Tel. 
01751 474984, mobile 07415 431944. 
Yorks. 

PANTHER M100/M120 wanted s/arm, 
rear frame and s/arm bracket holds s/ 
arm to rear frame. Tel. 01253 822615. 

WANTED MAGAZINES Motorcycle, 
Motor Cycling Mags, Earls Court Show 
issues 1 963/4/5 good price paid + p&p 
for correct issues. Tel. 01637 871046. 
Cornwall. 


SUZUKI DR500 parts wanted, anything 
considered, including complete 
machine. Tel. 01305 826670. Dorset. 
SUZUKI GS1000G shaft, wanted 
airfilter box complete also petrol tank 
sendor float unit. Tel. Kevin 01274 
679099. West Yorkshire. 

TRIUMPH Outer Primary Chain case 
to fit, 1961, T120. Tel. 01933 355796. 
Northants. 

TRIUMPH TIGER CUB T20 200 1960s, 
with matching numbers nice condition 
or needing a little restoration as I 
would like to use it this summer. Email, 
jacqueline.simmsi @btinternet.com 
East Yorkshire. 

TRIUMPH TWIN restoration project 
wanted, any model considered, but 
pre-unit rigid prefered, will travel. Tel. 
07932 948153. Notts. 

VELOCETTE Viper/Venom gearbox 
wanted. Tel. 01453 883299. Glos. 
WANTED BSA B31 cam pinions, good 
condition or new old stock. Tel. 01926 
770123. West Midlands. 

WANTED CYCLE MASTER winged 
wheel or any type of autocycle, also 
wanted NU Quickly or just parts. Tel. 
07790 168224. Warwickshire. 

WANTED RIGID FRAME pref 1930s, 
any make considered, rolling chassis 
or frame parts, why? Tel. Gareth 0781 1 
271702. Mid Glamorgan. 

WANTED SINGLE seat sports sidecar, 
coachbuilt with chassis. Tel. 01535 
611181. West Yorkshire. 

YAMAHA V-TWIN 1970-80 model 
rough, basket case project, other 
V-Twins considered. Tel. 01 978 842668. 
Clwyd. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


CRASH HELMET classic Centurion 
crash helmet, circa 1971/72 in amazing 
condition with original white clip-on 
peak and decals. Tel. 003465 3714767. 
Derbyshire. 

GENTS RST motorcycle jacket to fit 
38-40 chest, with full removable armour 
and zip-out liner, unused with tags. £45 
Tel. 07434 516492. West Midlands. 

JET HELMET size M in flat black, with 
quick release fastening, unused with 
tags. Tel. 07434 516492. West Mids. 
MAGAZINES 86 Classic Magazines, 
49 Classic Bike Guide 2006-2015, 20 
Classic Bike 4 from 1993, rest more 
recent, 15 Real Classic no. 96-101 and 
117-125, 2 Classic Motorcycle. £75 Tel. 
Paul 07904 114969. North Wales. 
MOTORCYCLE HYD/PLATFORM 
LIFT 800lbs, lift table, size 54x1 90cm 
max height, 680mm, £230 ono Tel. 
07813 031407. Lancs. 

MOTORCYCLE TRAILER three 
bike motorcycle trailer, recent new 
suspension units & wheels, includes 
wheel clamp & lighting board, £199 Tel. 
01 935 84081 8. Somerset. 

MYFORD SUPER 7 LATHE on 
makers stand, 3 & 4 jaw chucks. 
Gearbox, vertical milling slide plus other 
accessories, vgc used regularly, can 
be seen working, £1200 Tel. 01179 
492097. Bristol. 

NORTON ROADHOLDER MAGS 

No 69 to No 231 , free to collector. Tel. 
01502 568542. Suffolk. 

YAMAHA DIVERSION 900 Torquey, 
reliable, slight 2nd gear snatch, £550 
ono or swap Jawa twin or XS, CB,GS,Z 
250/400 why, also Triumph Unit 500 
crankshaft, clutch, gears. Duplex 
sprockets, chain, £60 ono Tel. 01525 
378332. Beds. 

YAMAHA PW50 may break if 
enough interest, books The Story of 
MV Augusta’ Garrick, £10. Bantam 
Superprofile, £10. TS125ER genuine 
manual, £7.50 many more. Tel. 07852 
921265. Powys. 
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SERVICES GUIDE 


PAINTWORK 


SPARES 


ROy BARRETT (Artist) 


^ Motoring Artist, 
" .iLi . jil Covering Limited 
|j^ Editions and 
Originals, 
Motorcycle 
a Paintings 

Company esiabiished 
for over f5 years 

T: 0 1 93S 8295 1 2 E: roybarrett69@blinternetxom 
www.art-of-motoring.co,uk 



POWDER COATING 



MERSEYSIDE 

Show Winning Finishers 

Top quBlify powder coetingSj Quick turnaround, 

Grit & bead btasting, 2 pack finishing, Aitoy 8 t 
stainiess weiding & poiishing Vintage & ciassic speci'a/isls 

ELITE ENGINEERING 
& POWDER COATINGS 

THE BOX WORKS, HEYSHAM ROAD, AINTREE, LIVERPOOL 
MERSEYSIDE L30 6UR Email. e&pc@hotinalLco.iik 
TEL. 01 51 524 2838 





lik ipiliatiiti 

Unlike our competition You can be sure we will 
not just rush your valuable parts through with 
some industrial job lot. 

UK collection & delivery service. 


QUALITY IS NOT EXPENSIVE IT IS PRICELESS 


Unit 3, Bradware Industrial Park, Harris Street, 
Bingley, BD16 lAE Tel: 01274 562474 
WWW. Triple-S. co.uk. 


5 % Discount With This Ad 


SHOCK ABSORBERS 


SPARES 



Custom 

Fasteners 

Estflbteshed 1977 


ITP 


We stock a huge range of nuts, 
bolts, washers & screws in; 
OCHROMEG STAINLESS STEEL 
Metric, Metric Fine, UNF, UNC, 
BA, BSR WHIT & Cycle 
threads available 

Order Online at: 

www.custom-fastenersxo.uk 

E mai I : i nfo @ custom-fastene rs. co. u k 


SPARES 


For yotjr TWIN CYLINDER 


TRIUMPH I 



Qua lity Spar? Part5 Supply 
Special jpgradf i^J^Ddifiuijw pam 
Ranged ?kIu5Iv¥ 5 RM parrs 
Efficient prarmptsef like 
Excellent teduikal kns'/iliedgE' backup 


,;V4 


Onipr b™ our dhIIik webshop or l!:l:tt1970 627771 
email: ^rnK^irmclassicbikeuam 


Carl Rosner 

WORLDWIDE SPARES SERVICE 

36 years 

Sainderstead Station Approach, Sanderstead Road, 
South Croydon, Surrey CR2 OPL 

Tel: 020-8657 01 2 1 Fax: 020-8651 0596 

E-mail: trifymph@carlrosfier.co,iik 

www.carlrosner.co.uk ! 



UNIT TWINS & TRIPLES 


SPARES & SALES 



VISA 



^ Triumph Tiger ^ New And Used 

Specialist Spares 

Tel: IU227 KttI KHI tQ5.;V.:^pTin Mnn.-Fii. HmajI: imiil^^ti'iumplitigcrcuh^pares.c^ii.uk 

Cil] or e mill] for 36 puge s^pfines price Worldwide shipping. Order o^er the plione. vi^i our ebay sicuie 
{GncysloneuS Ti^dr Cub Ware house > rjr lhnjujj|h our Websilc WWW.triumphttgercuhiipEirefi.C'n.Ilk 
Unit 25 Reeves Yard, Warwick Rnad,. Whilstahle, Kent CTS IHX WjFor.? strictly by iipt-Kdnfrficfit only 


STAINLESS STEEL 


STAINLESS FASTENERS, NUTS, BOLTS & STUDS 

Aqua Bead Blasting 

The Professional Finish For Alaminium Parts 

CNC work undertaken 


Eull r^inge 

a^nd repaJjTit fr^r 

LAVKRDA 

motorcvcles. 


Long Stratton Road, Fomcett-End, 
Nr Nonvidi, Norfolk NR 16 lEfT 


Fast prtffesswnai turn arvund - over 40 year^i in the 
motorcyde trude,* 

KHotalia CtD 

Tel: 01953 789420 


\ Visit our online shop - >v\vw.niotaliu.iiet 




TRIUMPH 


TRANSFERS 


NJB SHOCKS 

Tel: 01206 768392 
07788 715163 

www.njbshocksxo.uk 
nsrman^nJbshochs.cQ.uh 


Advert booking 
deadline for the 
September issue is 

Friday, 7 August 

Give Leon a call on 
01507 529413 


TRIUMPH 

THRUXTON 

High performance T120 and 
TlOO Spitfire Cams, Tappets, 
Exhausts, Thruxton Silencers, 

Gas Flowed Heads, Dynamic 
Balancing, Alloy Tanks, Racing Seats, 
Fairings, Close Gears, Rearset 
Footrests and all parts to improve the 
T120 and TlOO 
FULL RESTORATION SERVICE. 

SEND SAE FOR LISTS 

GEORGE HOPWOOD 
020 8300 9573 

Racing Preparation since 1 960 
1 12 Wren Road, Sidcup, Kent DA14 4NF 

www.hoppybikes.co.uk 


n ^ssic 

’I RANSFERS’ 

Rnbert Lherrick Ltd. 


VETERAN i VINTAGE! CLASSICS 


mat/rmr 


AUTOCYCLES ■ ENDURO ■ RACERS 
'QUAUTYiSm^ 

AFrEBPAfC$i$) 
visit our new fully ijlust^: 
secure online ordedng'feMl 
listings {mention makes dlfo 
6 British first class stamps^ 

BOB & MARCIA DERRICK, 
CLASSIC TRANSFERS, PO BOX 1 7, |l 

WOTTON-y NDER EDGE GL1 2 BYX | 
■ servjca@iclassictransf«r£.co.uk { 

www.cla5sictrB5sfers*cD*uk f 

Td: Q 1 454 260596 9 am '1 pm Mon tOgjd 


VINTAGE TYRES 


srmcl ass icb ikes. con 


SADDLEWORTH 

Emai I: saddleviortti tclassicmotorcy cles .f snBt.co . uk wm. saddl eworthclass Ics. co . uk 


CLASSIC TYRES 

AVON: 

300x19 rib 

£62,00 

325x19 rib 

£64,00 

325x17 rib 

£85.00 

300x20 rib 

£75.00 

325x17 SM 

£80,00 

400x18 SM 

£82.00 

350x19 SM 

£69.00 

350x19 Sidecar 

£69.00 

DUNLOP: 

360x19 moo 

£90.00 

410x19 moo 

£98.00 

425/85x18 moo 

£112,00 

OTHERS: 

325x18 rib 

£82.00 


Top Quality tubes £1100 each 
(Rim Tapes £2.00) other makes and 
sizes available. Nothing more to add 
except post and packing £10.00 pertyre. 

Rtting service available 
Callers welcome, but please telephone 
first to avoid disappointment 
Normally open Tue-Sat 9.30am - 5pm 

QUALITY WHEELBUILOING 
at COMPETITIVE PRICES 
Please ring, 

Knarr Mill, Oldham Road, Delph, 
Oldham, LancB. OL3 5RQ 
Telephone: 01457 872788 
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SUMMER RESTORATION 


Chestnut 



Registrations 

O 


PAS 37G 


ALL MOTORCYCLE 
NUMBERPLATES 
MANUFACTURED 


REG NUMBERS BOUGHT FOR CASH 


Tel 0151 924 6480 

Order online www.chestnut-registrations.co^uk 


www.vifitagesigiidesigiis.co.uk 

MOTORCYCLE ENAMELLED 
METAL SIGNS & CLOCKS 
PLEASE VfSrr OUR WEBSITE 
Email: sigii-designs(ffihotniai i.eo.u k 
Tab 01 623 439739 Mob: 07445 616479 
TRADE WaC0/W£ 

# LARGE RANGE OF CLASSIC BRITISH & JAPANESE MOTORCYCLE ENAMELLED METAL SIGNS < 




Vilcing 

ntortyclc Sc;t,[ Special i 



Speclalisls can carry out all cuslom work to motorcycle seals, covering ihem In vinyl, 
leather and many real and laux animal skins. We supply and fit gel pads, memory foam 
and many sundries involved with our business. FREE 

We provide a white you wait service lo all our customers, 
or a 24hr courier service for mail order work. 


DELIVERY 


VIKIng Motorcycle Seat Specialist -Tel: 07977 874075 

WWW. viking-motorcvcfe-seatsxo.u k 
www.facebook.com/leettiDseat 



^ in l^ As high fy recommEnded in Chssic Bike Guide 

www.vale-paint5.co.uk 

Puli &r Par t M&tar cy cle^ KBrt&rojtiohs 

OAK GARAGE. 2 Hetts lane, Warsop, 

Mansfield NG20 0AS 

V 01623 842074 >07713 8271 16 

I www.stainlessmiddleton.co.uk 


STAINLESS ENHANCE YOUR MACHINE FOREVER 


BOLTS « ALLEN SCREWS • NUTS * WASHERS • HOSE CLIPS • NIPPLES • BAR • ETP 

CYCLE. BSF, BSW, BA. BSR UNF, UNC, METRIC AND METRIC FINE 
ASH YOUR fmBNDS,.. WHO HAS THE WIDEST RANGE? WHO HAS THE BEST 
DUALITY? WHO HAS THE BEST MAIL SERVICE? 

D, MIDDLETON & SON 

Unit 5, Lady Ann Milts. Batiey, West Yorks. WF17 OPS 
CALLERS WELCOME BY APPOINTMENT 

Tel: 01924 47O0D7 24 hr 
Fax: 01924 47«I764 

Email: sales@stamlessmidijletGii.ca.uk 



34th YEAR 
OF TRADING 


MSM 


MOLLSPRINGS MOTORCYCLES 

SERVICING, REPAIRS, TYRES, 

MOT PREP, RECOVERY. 30+ years experience 

BRITISH, JAPANESE & EUROPEAN MOTORCYCLES PAST AND PRESENT 

Unit 19^ Honley Business Centre, Newmill Road, Honley, Holmfirth HD9 fiQB 
Email moUspnngsl9@live.com 

TEL/FAX 01484 660295 MOBILE 07843 709097 g 


BMW 

SPECIALISTS 


Ethanol Resistant Tank Sealant 


"The Answer" to your problem! 

lank Care Products has worked with 
Coatings Speciaiists, to bring you a 
modern coating which is resistant to 
WO% Ethanol fuei. 


Sealant Remover - Rust Converter 
“ Sureseal™* Sealant 
Orxler online today! 

using secure Paypal or Credit/Debit payment 

SAVE 20% ON COMPLETE KITS* 

Sealant Remover, Rust Converter, 

Tank Prep 1. Tank Prep 2, and Su reseal 

PayPal' Phone me! 01603 S71007 
@ Mobile 0783 441 S 921 

www.tankcareproducts.co.uk 


SERVICE 

Let us do the hard 
work for you! 

We will remove old | 

sealant, dean, and 
re-roat your tank 
with Sureseal 
from £150 me. 

materials. 

Cail for details. 

ALSOFULLTAmmUflB \ 
SPECIAUSTS 



Bullet Polish Spray Bike Wax 

Bufieta spray wax is t00% Carnauba Wax & 


* Mnypea Q^.unrmm^VimagKli,S:Ki€m 

• Chrome 


* Plastics 

* Leather 

* G/ois 5 Plexi-Gtass 

* Stainiess Steel 


100% Silicone Free 
HQ HFP Of 



to use. 


Oiifiai^nnuniBht.mit* tell you ho^ 


WWW. b u lletp Dl Ish.co . iik 

Pfione James ort 01SS6 821330 





WANTED 


PAM 22L 


Dateless or Interesting 
Registration Numbers 

With or without vehicles 


Tel. 0191 284 6766 or 07970 511777 
Email: nm@inplates.com 

www.inplates.com 


22 RBC 



ALLDENS EXHAUSTS 


Specialists in making BESPOKE STAINLESS 
STEEL EXHAUST SYSTEMS for all British and 

foreign bikes 


We can build to your bikes copy a 
patterns or alter the design of the 
exhaust system if needed 
We are sympathetic to the style of your 
bikes and will retain iVs original took. 
Please ring or e-mail to discuss your 
requirements. 


DEN TIETZE 

Ardgraft Works, Newtoft Business Park, Market Rasen, Lines LN8 3WA 
Phone: 01673 862286 Mob: 07595 448713 
Email: sales@tubeengtneers.co.uk 


CJ POWDER COATINGS ltd 

As used by RC's Mike Powell 

• EPOXY / POLYESTER POWDER COATING 
• PHOSPHATING • SHOT BLASTING 

QUALITY FRIENDLY SERVICE, 

AT THE RIGHT PRICE 

Unit 8, Humberston Business Centre, Jackson Place, 
Grimsby, NE Lines. DN36 4AS 

Tel: 01472 211222 Fax: 01472 211333 
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LEADERS iN CLASSIC LUBRICATION 
CastroJ XL30, XXL40, GP50, XL20w/50 
CastrctI R, M plus all original Gear Oils. 
Valvemaster & Valvemaster Plus Octane. 

One litre, Gallon, Home Workshop Drum siz^. 
Free UK mainland delivery offers. 
www.castrolclassicoils.co.uk 
Castrol Classic Oils Tel: 01954 231668 












MOTORCYCLE SEAT RENOVATION SERVICE 


SUPPLIERS OF MEW SEATS FOR MOST BRmSH CLASSIC BIKES 
LOOSE COVERS & FOAMS SUPPLIEO 

Plestse phone for details and price list 

R. K. LEIGHTON 

UNIT 2, PARTRIDGE COURT, PRICE STREET, BIRMINGHAM B4 GJZ 
Tel: 0121 359 0514 

E mail: info@rk-leiffhtQn,CQ.uk WWW. rk-te ig ht on*C a.ll k 




Reproduction Tax Discs 


* Three identicat discs * AH years 1921-1987 

^ Custom/setf issuing stamp - any data and location 

* Compteted in correct style for the period or teff blank 

* Serjt on approval with invoice £8 or £12 


^ LrTefime free raptacement guarantee 

www.poplargreg. com 


07710267336 f O.OQ-6.00 Mon-Fri 



Unit 3 Manor Farm^ East End, North Crawley 
Buckinghamshire MK1 6 9HW 

9ann - 6pm Mon - Sat 

31)1] 

wwvt^.precision-mc-paintworkxo.uk 
Enquiries also welcome to pinpaintwork@hotmaH.com 




New Self Generating Magnetos 


T-H 


BT 


Components Ltd 


Now UK Distributors 
for Alton Generators 



Tel: 01908 550 044 

New self- generating magnetos with electronic adv/ret. 

We cater for most road and competition, vintage and classic bikes. 
Easy starting and improved performance without batteries. 


Email: bthconiponents @ gmaiLcom 

vvwvv.bt-h.biz 



1Mj> i| 


Where the legend was made 

TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE T»0 & Tl40 SPECIALIST 

■ Meriden factory technician ■ Bikes bought and sold 

• Based just 1 mile from the original • Repairs & Restorations 
factory!! (our own premises) • Friendly service 

ROYAL ENFIELD NOW IN STOCK 
We specialise in engine rebuiids 

www.meridenmotorcycIes.co.uk 

Windmill House, Walsh Lane, Meriden CV7 7JY 
01676 523838 





Suftab/e for: u 

vintage/classic/modem motorcycles 

Used by : 

Police, Suzuki GB, Condor Ferries etc W 
ideal for: van, trailer, workshop, transportation, T 

and security* (Tti^tEtiam approved veraion} w ' 

www.bumpstop.co.uk 

tel: 01604 845050 sales@bumpstop.co.uk 



Anitas tyres 

European 
Classic Tyres 


Jhiai/ai/e on tine at 3iniinN.classi&-t]ires.co.iik 

www.cwylde.co.uk 

Email: saIes@cwylde.co.uk 'Tel: 0113 246 8888 


31 Clarendon Court 
Warrington, WA2 8QP 
Restoration & Renovation 
Ultrasonic Cleaning 
Vapour Blasting 
Wet Blasting, Aqua Blasting 
Dry Blasting; Shot, Bead, Sand 



Tel: Kev 07507 251491 

Tel: Alan 07738 168973 

www.bigalsmotorcycles.nie.uk 
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TRADINGPOST II CLASSIC CLUBS 


Triumph Tiger 
Cub Club 

The small Triumph singles inspire a significant amount 
of enthusiasm and have their own organisation 
dedicated to keeping them in purrfect condition 

PHOTOS BY THE TIGER CUB CLUB 


FOR MORE THAN a decade, the Triumph Terrier and 
Tiger Cub Club has helped owners keep their tiny 
Triumphs ready to roar into action. Often overlooked by 
bigger organisations that cater to big-bore twins and 
triples, the Cub models have a dedicated following all 
of their own. Cub expert Mike Estall has long held a 
register of machines, but the Cub Club goes one stage 
further by assisting owners with all aspects of repair, 
restoration and registration. 

Membership of the Cub Club has grown to over 600, 
mainly based in the UK, but with more joining from as 
far afield as Australia, North America, Bermuda, India, 
Scandinavia and most other European countries. Rising 
values of all old bikes, and Tiger Cubs in particular, 
means that many machines have been brought back 





CLVB 


from the brink of extinction and returned to circulation. 
Running a Cub has become easier of late, thanks to 
improved access to old-stock spares and to some 
dedicated specialists who remanufacture hard to 
find components and modern upgrades. Many riders 
started their motorcycling life on a T15 or T20 and are 
keen to re-live the experience, hence it’s not unusual 
to find good examples selling for £5000 or more. 

Unlike some clubs that have an extensive 
committee and a complicated organisation, the Cub 
Club thrives through the dedication of a few volunteers 
who manage the straightforward membership system. 
There’s no annual renewal fee - just a one-off lifetime 
membership payment when you join. You don’t need to 
own a Cub to become a member of the club; the idea 
is to encourage riders to join the pack (should that be 
‘pride’?) and nurture their enthusiasm. 

New members receive a welcome pack containing 
the latest club newsletters, a free magazine, a works 
manual on CD along with a list of recommended 
suppliers - many of whom give useful discounts. 
Following problems with the DVLA, the Cub Club has 
introduced a new service to streamline the registration 
process for re-discovered and rebuilt bikes. Members 
can also buy and sell bikes and spares through the 
club’s online forum. All communication is by email and 
a regular newsletter is circulated to keep members in 
touch with club activities - such as staging impressive 
displays at the Stafford Show and Founders’ Day. A 
small stock of rare parts is available to members, as 
well as a range of Cub and Terrier literature, logos, 
stickers and information. 

Contact mike@tigercubs.plus.com or see 
tigercubclub.co.uk IEEE 


Club guide - 

AMC - AJS & Matchless 
Owners’ Club; 

Admin Officer, Units, Robinson Way, 
Telford Industrial Estate, Kettering, 
Northants NN16 8PT. www.jampot. 
com 

Ariel Owners’ Club; 

www.arielownersmcc.co.uk 

Association of Pioneer 
Motorcyclists; 

John Webber, 11 Bootham Close, 
Billericay, Essex CM 12 9NQ. 

Bath Classic MCC; 

bcmcc.org 

Benelli Motobi Club GB; 

www.benelliclubgb.net 

BMF; 

www.bmf.co.uk 

BMW Club; 

www.thebmwclub.org. u k 

British Motorcycle 
Preservation Society 

(North Wales): 

www.bnipsnwales.org.uk 

Bridgnorth Vintage 

Machinery Club; 

www.bvmc.org.uk or www. 
motorbikemover.co.uk 

British Motorcycle Riders’ 

Club (Oxford); 

http://bmrco.wordpress.com 

British Two-Stroke Club; 

www.britishtwostrokeclub.org.uk 


Brough Superior Club; 

www.broughsuperiorclub.com 

BSA Bantam Club; 

WWW. bsabanta mclub.com 
BSA Owners’ Club; 
www.bsaownersclub.co.uk 
Bucks British & Classic MCC; 

Meets at The Plough at Gadsden, 
Princes Risborough, Bucks every 
Wednesday evening, www.bbcmcc. 
freeuk.com 

CBX Riders’ Club (UK); 

www.ukcbxclub.com 

Christian Motorcyclists’ Assoc; 

www.cmauk.net 

Classic Racing Motorcycle 

Club; 

www.crmc.co.uk 

Cossack Owners’ Club; 

WWW. cossa c kown e rsclub.co.uk 

Cotton Owners and 
Enthusiasts’ Club; 

www.cottonownersclub.com 

DOT Motorcycle Club; 

WWW. d ot- m oto rcyc I e-c I u b . co . u k 

Douglas Owners’ Club; 

www.douglasmcc.co.uk 

Ducati Owners’ Club (GB); 

www.docgb.org 

Dunstall Owners’ Club; 

www.dunstall.wordpress.com 


Excelsior Talisman 
Enthusiasts; 

Colin Powell, Ginger Hall, Village Way, 
Little Chalfont, Bucks HP7 9PU. Tel/ 
fax 01494 762166. 

Exeter British MCC; 

www.exeterbritishmotorcycleclub. 

co.uk 

Eederation of Sidecar Clubs; 

www.sidecars.org.uk 

Eellowship of Christian 
Motorcyclists; 

www.fcm-bikers.co.uk 

Erancis-Barnett Owners’ Club; 

www.francis-barnett.co.uk 

Gold Star Owners’ Club; 

WWW. bsago I d sta rown e rsc I u b . co m 

Greeves Riders’ Association; 

www.greeves-riders.org.uk 

Gwent Classic Trials and 
Scrambles Club; 

Mark Giles, 42 Picton Street, 
Griffithstown, Pontypool, Torfaen 
NP4 5HB. 01495 757930. 

Harley-Davidson Riders’ Club 
of Great Britain; 

www.hdrcgb.org.uk 

Hesketh Owners’ Club; 

www.heskethownersclub.org.uk 


Highland Classic MCC; 

www.highlandclassicmotorcycle club. 
org.uk/index.htm www.facebook. 
com/highlandclassicmotorcycle 
club?ref=hl 

Honda Owners’ Club; 

www.hoc.org.uk 
Honda Classic MCC; 

Chairman: Kevin Richards, 40 
Penton House, Hartslock Drive, 
Thamesmead, London SE2 9UZ. 
0798 4099 473. 

HYCAM; 

Paul Morin, 5 Frederick Close, 
Cheam, Surrey SMI 2HY. 

Indian Motocycle Club of GB; 

www.indianmotocycle.co.uk 
Indian Riders’ Motocycle Club; 

www.indianriders.co.uk 
Italian IMOC/GB; 

Membership enquiries: Phil Cody, 

4 Heys Farm Cottages, Heys Lane, 
Romley, Stockport SK6 4NS. 
Japanese Classic MCC; 

NET Willoughby, Hazeldene House, 
240 Gloucester Rd, Cheltenham 
GL518NR. 

Jawa/CZ OMC of GB & 

Ireland; 

www.jawaczownersclub.co.uk 


FOR YOUR CLUB TO APPEAR ON THIS PAGE PLEASE EMAIL ALL RELEVANT CONTACT DETAILS TO VDAWSON@MORTONS.CO.UK 
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M Left: Pam’s Plunger was 
donated to the Cub Club by her 
brother after she passed away, 
so It could be returned to fine 
fettle and ridden In her memory 

M Right: A club member 
wanted ‘the perfect Cub’, so the 
group’s expertise was utilised 
with the restoration of this T20 


Kawasald Triples Club: 

www.kawasakitriplesclub.co.uk 

Laverda Owners’ Club: 

www.iloc.co.uk 

LE Veloeette Owners’ Club: 

www.leveloclub.org.uk 

London Sideear Club: 

www.londonsidecarclub.co.uk 

MAG: 

www.mag-uk.org 

Maieo Owners’ Club: 

www.maico.org.uk 

Military Vehiele Trust: 

www.mvt.org.uk 

Morgan 3-Wheeler Club: 

www.mtwc.co.uk 

Morini Riders’ Club: 

www.morini-riders-club.com 

Moto Guzzi Club GB: 

www.motoguzziclub.co.uk 

Moto Rumi Club: 

www.motorumiclub.co.uk 

Motor Cyeling Club (MCC): 

www.themotorcyclingclub.org.uk 

MV Agusta Owners’ Club: 

www.mvownersclub.co.uk 

National Autoeyele and 
Cyelemotor Club: 

www.thebuzzingclub.co.uk 

National Sprint Assoeiation: 

www.nationalsprintassociationltd. 

com 


New Imperial Owners’ 
Assoeiation: 

www.newimperial.co.uk 

Norman Cyeles Club: 

www.normanmotorcycles.org.uk 

Norton Owners’ Club: 

www.nortonownersclub.org 

NSU Owners’ Club: 

www.nsuoc.co.uk 

Oregon Vintage Motoreyelists: 

www.oregonvintage.org 

Panther Owners’ Club: 

WWW. pa ntherownersci u b.com 

Pre-65 MotoCross Club: 
www.pre65.co.uk 
Professional & Exeeutive 
MCC: 

www.pemc.co.uk 

Register of Unusual Mieroears: 

www.rumcars.org 

Rotary Owners’ Club: 

David Cameron, Dunbar, Ingatestone 
Road, Highwood, Chelmsford, Essex 
CMl 3QU. www.nortonrotary.org.uk 

Royal Enfield & Enfield India: 

www.royalenfield.org.uk 

Rudge Enthusiasts: 

www.rudge.co.uk 

Seottish Classie MCC: 

www.scottishclassicmotorcycleclub. 

moonfruit.com 


Seott Owners’ Club: 

WWW. scotto wn e rsc I u b . 0 rg 

SOHC/4 Owners’ Club: 

www.sohc4.net 

South Wales Sunbeam MCC: 

Dave Harrison, 8 Wern St, Clydach 
Vale, Rhondda CF40 2BQ 
01443 435125. dave.harrison47@ 
yahoo.com 
Sunbeam MCC: 
www.sunbeam-mcc.co.uk 
Sunbeam Owners’ 

Eellowship (S7 & S8): 
www.onthebeam.co.uk 
Sussex British MCC: 
www.sbmoc.vpweb.co.uk 
Suzuld Kettle Club: 
www.thekettleclub.com 
Suzuld Owners’ Club: 
www.suzukiownersclub.co.uk 
Teesside Yesteryear Motor 
Club: 

www.tymc.org.uk 

The 59 Club: 

The Swift Centre, 387A Barking 
Road, Plaistow, London E13 8AL. 
www.the59club.org.uk 

The Classie Bikers’ Club: 

www.classicbikersclub.com 

The Invalid Carriage Register: 

http://invalidcarriageregister. 

wordpress.com 


Thumper Club: 

www.thumperclub.com 

TR30C (Triples, BSA & 
Triumph): 

http://tr3oc.co.uk 

Triton Owners’ Club: 

www.triton-owners-club.co.uk 

Triumph Dayt-owners: 

http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/ 
grou p/Tri u m ph Dayt-owners 

Triumph Owners’ MCC: 

www.tomcc.org 

TT Supporters’ Club: 

www.ttsupportersclub.com 

Veloeette Owners’ Club: 

www.velocetteowners.com 

Vineent/HRD Owners’ Club: 

www.voc.uk.com 

VJMC (Vintage Japanese 
Motoreyele Club): 

www.vjmc.com 

VMCC: 

www.vmcc.net 

Vintage Motor Seooter Club: 

www.vmsc.co.uk 

Wessex Vehiele Preservation 

Club (Classie Motoreyele 

Seetion): 

www.wvpc.org.uk 

WIMA GB (Women’s 

International Motoreyele 

Club): 

www.wimagb.co.uk 
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ILLUSTRATION BY MARTIN SQUIRES 


II OPINION II 


I HAVE SOLD a motorcycle. Stop yawning. 

It’s not something I do every day, and 
unless you’re in the Trade it’s probably not 
something you do every day either. So listen 
up. I have sold a motorcycle. It was one of 
my all-time favourite motorcycles and I really 
did not want to part with it. The old ruin and 
I have shared our eccentricities over almost 
two decades. I can offer no reason - excuse 
- for selling it, because it’s a great bike, but 
quite suddenly out of the blue it had to go. 

It was a bike with everything. Character, 
charm, go and stop - even steering, comfort 
and luggage. The big beast had been expertly 
rebuilt to my own spec just a few years ago 
and together we’d whizzed and whirred our 
way around the whole of mainland Britland 
a couple of times since. It was relaxed, 
reliable, rapid and rare - rare enough were 
it a common or garden rotary Norton, but 
this was the only survivor of three prototype 
machines built for the City of London police 
force and modified substantially by the 
factory to tame the rotormotor’s sometimes 
beastly behaviour in heavy traffic. Technical 
stuff that is too tedious to repeat in a 
thrusting groovy hipster magazine like this one, but the mods all worked as 
intended. My ideal bike. 

Isn’t it strange how perceptions can change for no obvious reason? I 
parked the big white beast up after our last run together; a sweet sprint 
from Andy Tiernan’s remarkable emporium out in Suffolk back to the res 
in Cornwall and every time I passed by it in The Shed I would feel some 
indefinable warm glow. No no, not that. I was remembering great rides, great 
times; people encountered and roads conquered, that sort of thing. Manly 
beardy stuff. 

And then quite suddenly I decided that I’d never ride it again so what was 
the point in keeping it? Just like that. I was shocked. No really, I really was. 
And I kept quiet about it. Sell my bike? The big white whale with a long and 
entirely entertaining history? Why? 

I don’t know why. Not really. 

And of course I did nothing about it. I couldn’t face advertising it and 
didn’t want to offer it to my few sane friends because no one sane would 
want one when BMW and Honda build such marvellous and sensible 


machines. In any case, I was certain that 
if it really was the right moment for it to go 
then someone would appear out of nowhere 
and say “Hey Frank; you still got that horrid 
old lorry? Wanna sell it at a huge price?” 

But that didn’t happen. I said nothing 
about selling it and none of my friends 
appears to be psychic. Disappointing. 

Then one day, just like that and with 
no malice aforethought, I dropped a mail 
to a great pal in the Trade and wondered 
whether he’d like to take three of my bikes 
off my hands so I could generate a little 
room in the shed I like to refer to as The 
Shed. His response was immediate; was I 
feeling unwell? Had the modern twin evils 
of the great recession and austerity both 
invaded rural Bude and devoured both my 
bank balance and my sanity? 

And of course he sold the noble old 
rattler in mere minutes and I am stood 
staring at a large gap in The Shed where 
previously had stood one of my favourite 
old bikes... ever. And I have a chunk of 
dosh in my bike account. You don’t have a 
bike account? Open one now, it makes for 
permanent domestic bliss. Trust me, I’m a journalist. 

So, what to do? I have no idea what you would do in this situation, but I 
am currently scouring the ads, in magazines and online, for another bike. So 
far I’ve found two just like the machine I’ve just sold but both are damaged 
and need rebuilding and neither of them would be as good as the bike I’ve 
just sold. What I actually want, what I really want, is a T160 Trident. There 
are lots out there, remarkable considering how few were actually produced, 
but even though I am cash heavy I struggle to equate price asked with value 
for me. What some nutcase voice in my head keeps telling me to do is buy 
another Norton just like the other Norton and have it rebuilt to exactly my 
own tastes, and... 

But that is just insane. Why would anyone even faintly sensible sell a great 
bike and then want to replace it with the same bike? It’s nearly as insane as 
trading your one-year-old bike for a brand new version of the same bike but in 
a different colour and with a different number plate and paying a big chunk 
of money for the privilege. I’ve never understood why people do that. 

My head hurts... fflUB 



FRANK WESTWORTH 


FAMOUS LAST 
WORDS 

Sometimes old friends 
need to part. It’s never easy, 
but the road is long. . . 


‘/ was certain that if it really was the right moment for it to go 
then someone would appear out of nowhere and say “Hey Frank; 
you still got that horrid old lorry? Wanna sell it?”’ 


WHO IS FRANK WESTWORTH? 

Frank Westworth is the editor of RealClassic magazine, the latest in a long series of publications that began in 1982 when he was bullied into 
producing The Jampot, the previously excellent magazine of the AJS & Matchless OC. Fie was also founding editor of Classic Bike Guide and has 
returned as a penance. Or something. Fie has a mysterious obsession with riding obscure and elderly motorcycles, which he does very slowly... 
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WWW. mashmo torcycles .co.uk 


North Cornwall Motorcycles 

Bude 

01288 355 162 

G.P Suzuki 

Grimsby 

01472 354 402 

Haywards of Cambridge 

Cambridge 

01223 276 128 

Chas Mann Motorcycles Ltd 

Birmingham 

0121 459 7199 

T Northeast Ltd 

Horley 

01293 783 229 

Road and Trail Motorcycles 

Menai Bridge 

01248 715 415 

Bransons Motorcycles 

Yeovil 

01935 474 998 

Celtic Scooters and Motorcycles 

Milford Haven 

01646 601 984 

David Sykes Superbikes 

Co Durham 

0191 586 4589 

Nightingales Motorcycles 

Rugby 

01788 535 828 


Dealers Nationwide Tel: 01264 889012 
sales@mashmotorcycles.co 






CLASSIC MOTORCYCLES LTD 

Invest In Recession Proof Classic British Bikes 



TRIUMPH CORNER 


THtUMf H tiger Cut), 200cc, Dhulce tram . . . , « £2499 TBHIMFH Tweirty One. 3S0cr, choice tram £3TfiQ 




BSA GOLDSTARS 


ESA mmA Gold Star. 1959 , 
SaOcG £17.500 


BSA RoEhel GdIO Slar OSOcc 
1913 £24,999 


BSA DB32 Bald Slar SOOeg, 
1955. lutiv rebuitl £14,999 


BSA DB034 Bold Star 499 ce; 
1956 .....^...... Eia ,999 


BSA DBSZ Gold Stsr, 1BS5, 
SSOcc £14,999 


BSA BoFd Stpr Sid^ar Outnt. 
Iresh enylne rebuilt £4999 





rtfmwrrH nao soocc 1954 


iBsnn 



THIBMPinT.iiiT«iii*wb, 1950 , 
JAbek. im/lEcHiiik iiEi CSSOO 



TnniMPH TRIR Tmiuir. 
lO/n. £ 7 !^ 



TRIUMPH TT7I1 eonniviRa. 
eSOcc 1969 £ 899 ^ 




X 


TNnilNPH OeylORG 
OMbo hvin «ML 

TTimRi 

£7750 




TRIUMPH TrogSS, SDDcc 
. .14959 


I 


rniuMPH 

TA5 Iruphy 1952 

5flflCG. 

- .17999 




rmUMPHTRW.^Olhir 195fi 
E 460 U 



BSA Gold Star DB32 maltihliig 


laclory CDS .114,991 



ARIEL LcadBr, 1950. 3S0 i:e 

£3250 




BSA RptUret Guld Star. 1963, 
646CC £21,003 




ABIELNH19EO ISOCE £3450 



BSA Gold StiT OBD34. SDOcc, 
1959 £19,999 



&SAA7SS. im SD9€C£7999 



TRIUMPH TlMHiclPrbiKrt, W1. 
SoOtq, TRSIooMHv? tO^SO 



TRIUMPH riQOA SNEi, 
mAthbHij nn £4199 



(t90D<h> iHllGlliny .995 




55NELLI 500LS 492cc, 1977, 
i 4 ci/llnder, ,£3999 



TRIUMPH neon «eaiitii)Rt. 
Itni . .. LAflHS 



TRIUMPH Tieon 


BIRMINGHAM SCOTT FLYING 
Squirrel,. SDDce. 19Ba. . £9999 



BSA Galden Flash, 1957. 
050gg, arlglual rsg £3495 


WANTED - 

EXCHANGE 
RANGE ROVER 
SPORTS 
HONDA 


GOLDWING 1800 



CZ 250 ENDURO, 19 T 4 , 

malthiiig nns., , .,,..,....£2750 



EGLI VINCENT 5D0CC, 1951... 
£19,399 





MOTORCYGLIS a PROJECTS WANnD TO BUY FOR STOG 

K- 

BASKET CASES TO CONGOURS - GOLLEGTIQN ANYWHERE 



GREEVES 25DB, 1900, 250ec 
I qr rsstcrati pn , . . . E2S5D 


GREEVES East Caasler 250C 
4T 1365 2SQCC ev «rprl[s. £3399 


349PC. 1975 


13503 


MONTESA Cappra, 250VB, 
1973... £4999 


NQHTON IVlQnEL 50 35acc, 
1955, .£4750 




DOOR TO DOOR 
DELIVERY AVAILABLE 
THROUGHOUT 
UK & EUROPE, 
WORLDWIDE SHIPPING 
CAN BE ARRANGED 


PLEASE SEE EBAY 
SELLER ID 
CLASSIC- 

MOTORGYCLES-LTQ’ 
FOR MORE DETAILED 
PHOTOS AND VIDEOS 


VELOCETTE CLASSICS 


JAPANESE CLASSICS 


VaOCtnE VENOM 500ce VELOCETTE VENOM, 1951. 

1958 Drtginal reg £7500 49lcc £7999 


hdnqa c:B75d mo, 

lolallv jlunnlng...,,,. 


VELOCETTE VENOM Clubman VELOCEHE VENOM Clubman, 

4I9CC 1 957 .£14,999 1 963 , SDOcc £1 5,999 


VELOCETTE VENOM, 1969, 
59DCC ,18750 


VELOCETTE MOV 1936 VELOG 

248gg original reg £5503 50Cki:, 


1961. VELOCEHE THRUXTON, 
.£7500 1 966 , 500eg . . . Choitie In st^cM 


VELOCETTE Thriiilon, 5D0 gg, 
IJeO.sInnmng £24,995 


VELOCEHE LE 1954, 2DOcc, 
needs wort..,., ,.£999 


VELOCETTE VENOM CLUBMAN 
1954 BOOgg stunning. £13, 509 


P^9 






M 









HONDA CT90, 
ureal runner,, ... 

1979, mz 
£1550 

SU7URiBT759.1972,750cc. . 
,£5999 

SUZUKI T23 Super 
American saec 

6, 247CC, 
.12999 













a 


Tel; 01928 788500 MOB: 07979 852000 ASK FOR LAWRENCE 

PO BOX 1, NORTHWICH, CHESHIRE CW8 2RD * email: classicbikes1@yahoo.co.uk 

VISITORS WELCOME WEEKDAYS 9am-5.30pm BUT PLEASE RING FIRST FOR DIRECTIONS 





































